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Preface

Urban design 1s an ancient-new subject. There are many urban designs and
practice activities since cities came into being . With the development of society ,
economy and culture, various kinds of concepts on urban design and city forms
have emerged continuously, even a series of thoughts on urban design and city
institution have been formed. Lots of distinguished thinkers, politicians, architects,
planners and social reformers in history have poured great energy and wisdom to
envision the ideal blueprint of urban design, as a consequence that they left dozens
of masterpieces of urban design. Innumerable thoughts, wisdom and works of ur-
ban design were collected to compose the history of urban development.

Observing the process of urban design, through diverse appearances
of cities, we can see that, behind any urban design idea or city form, a lively
historical picture of city social life: political institution, economic develop-
ment, natural condition, living condition of people, ideas of religion and
culture, national characteristics, and social customs and fashion, etc. The
vicissitude of social life does very much on the development of urban design.
In different history periods, new concept and ways on urban design weed
through the old constantly, and the emergency of every concept on urban
design and city form is an inevitable outgrowth of the development of social
life during certain history period.

The process of urban design is not only tied together countless single
urban design works, but most importantly it underlines a perceptible develop-
ment trace of urban design thoughts and culture. The essential meaning of
urban design is to satisfy the needs of social life and to adapt the social life’s
vicissitude. Today we have accumulated some forms and styles of urban
design and some design methods, but we also begin to puzzle about the nature
of urban design, that we may excerpt certain urban design form from history,
without knowing more about it’s background and target. Seeing this,
observing the process of urban design, grasping the regulation of urban design
development, probing the basic spirits and principles of urban design which
have been formed for thousands of years, illustrating the elementary standpoints,
viewpoints and thinking methods of contemporary urban design, are extremely
important to the development of urban design today and in the future. That is

the intention and inittative of this book.




Owing to the author’s knowledge limitation, “The development of urban
design” in this book is only a simple clue about the development of urban design
thoughts and culture .Some viewpoints and comments are also the author’s own
interpretation, and still need other’s approval. On the object, this book put two
main clues——urban design in China and in west Europe along the same timeline,
to contrast with each other and try to find out new culture landscape; On the concept,
“urban design ““ in this book is a kind of broad sense urban design, from the concept
of “architecture”, to” environment design” and to  public management”, are all in
the category of  urban design’ ;On the chronicle, this book extents the *“ the devel-
opment of urban design” to the present and even to the future , so it is not merely the
history about urban design; On the formation, this book contrive to present essays
with pictures, to combine thoughts interpretation with case analysis, so that we hope
to set proofs for the contents of the book and to afford convenience to reading.

This book is suit to referent for persons working in the field of urban plan,
architecture, history and culture, it is same to students and teachers in the college
or university of relevant specialty. Persons who don’t work of study in this specialty
can also read easily.

During the book’s writing, I got many vigorous support and warm help
from teachers and friends in Huazhong University of Science and Technology,
WuHan, Dongnan University, Nanjing. Mr. Zhang Lianggao, the senior of
architecture field, directed the English translation of the preface and contents
of this book. Mr. Wu Mingwei, my doctor tutor,professor Wang Jianguo and
professor Duan Jin in the architecture department of Dongnan University gave
lots of valuable suggestions. Mr. Tang Yong supplied the first draft of chapter
12 to chapter 16 of this book. Parts of illustrations of this book were drew by
postgraduates, Tang Jing and Xiao Yu. Thanks are given whole-heartedly to
all. In addition to, the book’s publication got vigorous support from China
Architecture & Building Press and warm help from Wang Yurong, responsi-
bility editor. Thanks are given to all.

Liangping Hong

Huazhong University

of Science and Technology, Wuhan
November 31,2001
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