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1. How Can I Get to the Post Office?

I have a special rule for travel; never carry a map. I prefer to ask
for directions. Sometimes I get fost, but [ usually have a good time. [ can
practice a new language, meet new people, and learn new customs. And |
find out about different "styles” of directions every time 1 ask, "How can
I get to the post office?” »

Foreign tourists are often confused in Japan because most streets
there don’t have names; in Japan, people use landmarks in their direc-
tions instead of street names. For example, the Japanese will say to trav-
elers, " go straight down to the corner. Turn left at the big hotel and go
past a fruit market. The post office is across from the bus stop. ”

In the countryside of the American Midwest, there are not usually
many landmarks. There are no mountains. so the land is very flat; in
many places there are no towns or buildings within miles. Instead of land-
marks, people will tell you directions and distances. In Kansas or lowa,
for instance, people will say: "Go north two miles. Turn east, and then
go another mile. ”

People in Los Angeles, California, have no idea of distance on the
map; they measure distance in Los Angeles in time, not miles. "How far
away is the post office?” you ask. ”Oh,” they answer, "it’s about five
minutes from here.” You say, "yes, but how many miles away is it?”
They don’t know.

People in Greece sometimes do not even try to give directions because
tourists seldom understand the Greek language. Instead, a Greek will of-
ten say, "Follow me."” then he’ll lead you through the streets of the city
to the post office.



—
Sometimes a person doesn’t know the answer to your question. What
happens in this situation? A New Yorker might say, " Sorry, I have no
idea. ” But in Yucatan, Mexico, no one answers, "I don’t know. ” People 4"
in Yucatan believe that "I don’t know” is impolite. They usually give an
answer, often a wrong one. A tourist can get very, very lost in Yucatan!
One thing will help you everywhete — — — in Japan, the United
-

States, Greece, Mexico, or any other place. You might not under-stand a
person’s words, but you can probably understand the person’s body lan-
guage: He or she will usually turn and then point in the correct direction.

Go in that direction, and you may find the post office]

New words and expressions
confuse v. FEHE
landmark n. B&IR
: New Yorker @125 A

Reading comprehension
1. The author’s rule for travel
A. usually gives him a good time in travelling.
B.: heips him learn new customs in a2 new country.
C. altows him to make more new friends.
D. helps him practice a new language.
2. The:Japanese may tell you directions by
A. reference of distances.
B. using landmarks.
C. :reference of time.
.D.:leading a stranger to the post office.
3. From the passage we learn that the American Midwest countryside is

2



e

of grassland.
full of mountains.

dense with cottages and huts.

Oow >

. of vast even plain.

4. Which of the following show directions by the reference of time?

A. New Yorkers.

B. People in Los Angeles.

C. The Japanese.

D. People in Greece.
5. If you ask your way in Yucatan, Mexico, people usually

A. lead you to your destination.

B. tell you the way according to landmarks.

C. tell you how much time is needed to get there.

D. give you wrong directions.
6. Languages and customs are different but one thing helpful everywhere

is

A. going to the post office first.

B. understanding the body language.
C. taking the opposite direction.
D

. understanding that 71 don’t know” is impolite.

2. When Were You Born?

It is often said that differences between people can be caused by the
different times when the people were born. For example, people-who were
born between March 21 and April 20 are supposed to be active, daring,
and strong. They like power and enjoy adventures. They think quickly

and have strong wills.



On the other hand, those who were born between April 21 and May
20 are supposed to learn more slowly, but they remember what they
learn. They love children, and they usually have many friends.

People born between May 21 and June 21 are bright and interesting.
They like to talk, and they enjoy wearing fine clothes. Those born be-
tween June 22 and July 22, on the other hand, think deeply. They would
rather hide their feelings than express them.

People who were born between July 23 and August 22 are generally
proud. They are interested in many subjects, and it is in teresting to hear
them talk. Those born between August 23 and September 22 are said to be
calm and thoughtful. They like to read and often become successful scien-
tists.

Those who were born between September 23 and October 22 seldom
become excited. They love beauty and have a great desire to learn And
those born between October 23 and November 21 are often admired be-
cause they learn quickly and can express their ideas easily.

1t is said that people born between November 22 and December 21
enjoy meeting strangers, and they are able to commdnd those around
them, while people born between December 22 and January 19 have
strong feelings, which they are quick to express.

People who were born between January 20 and February 18 are
dreamers, and they have the power to make their dreams come true. And
those born between February 19 and March 20 are successful with mon-
ey, biit they are also peaceful and kind.

These are some of the beliefs of astrologets, who think humand iffer-

ences are caused by the positions of the sun, moon, and stars.



New words and expressions

astrologer n. 5§ B %

Reading comprehension

1.

The passage is mainly about

A.
B.
C.
D.

A.
C.

A.
C.

A.
B.
C.
D.

A,
B.

- C.

D.

the characteristics of the twelve months.
the influence of the sun on people’s characters.
the relations of the sun, moon and stars.

the relationship between people’s characters and their birthdays.

. People born in late May are supposed to be

active. B. proud.

clever. D. strong.

. Those who love children are probably born on

May 10. B. June 10.
July 25. D. September 25.

. According to the passage, which of the following might be true?

People born in spring are all clever.
Those who become wealthy are probably born in late winter.
Children born in September may have many friends.

Important people were usually born in autumn.

. The author’s purpose in writing this passage is probably

to provide reference for fortune tellers.
to help parents cultivate their children’s characters.
to tell the reason for different characters among people.

to provide reference for people to check their characters.



3. You Can do That

In the city of Fujisawa, Japan, lives a woman named Atsuko Saeki.
When she was a teenager, she dreamed of going to the United States.
Most of what she knew about American life she had read in textbooks. "1
had a picture of the daddy sitting in the living room, the mommy baking
cookies. and their teenage daughter off to the movies with her boyfriend. ”

Atsuko arranged to attend college in California. When she arrived,
however, it was not the dream world she had imagined. " People were
struggling with problems and often seemed tense,” she said. "1 felt very
lonely. ” .

One of her hardest classes was physical education. ” We played, vol-
leyball,” she said. ”The othet students were good at it, but I wasnt.”

One aftetnoon, the instructor assigned Atsuko to hit the ball to her
teammates so they could knock it over the net. No big deal for most peo-
ple, but it terrified Atsuko. She feared humiliation if she failed.

A young man on her team sensed what she was going through. He
walked up to me and whispered, *Come on. You can do that.’

"you will never understand how those words of encouragement made
me feel. Four words. YOU CAN DO THAT. 1 felt like crying with hap-
piness. " '

She made it through the class. Perhaps she thanked the young man;
she is not sure,

Six years have passed. Atsuko is 27 years old and back in Japan,
working as a salesclerk. "I have never forgotten the words,” she said. ”
When things are not going so well, I think of them.”

She is sure the young man had no idea how much his kindness meant



to her. "He probably doesn’t even remember it,” she said.
Which may be the lesson. Whenever you say something to a person
— — —cruel or kind — — — you have no idea how long the words will
stick. ' ‘
She’s all the way over in Japan. But still she hears those four simple
words; YOU CAN DO THAT.

New words and expressions
tense a. EIKH
terrify ». {# X, HIF
humiliation n. £, {i/F

Reading comprehension
1. Atsuko dreamed of going to the U.S. A. because she
A. had never been there.
B. wanted to make money there.
C. longed for a wonderful life there.
D. planned to play volleyball there.
2. When Atsuko arrived in U.S. A. she was
A. only a teenager.
B. a college graduate.
C. around 21 years old.

D. accompanied by her mother and father.

" 3. After she arrived, Atsuko found life in America was

A. the same as at home.

B. not as good as she had imagined.
C. exciting and interesting.
D.

full of wonderful adventures.



4. The phrase "no big deal” in para. 4 means nothing
A. difficult. ) B. important.
C. serious. D. easy.
5. The young man’s words " You can do that. ”
A. made Atsuko feel humiliated.
B. pleased Atsuko a great deal.
C. encouraged Atsuko all her life.
D. terrified Atsuko to some extent.
6. From Atsuko’s experience with the young man we can learn that
A. words are sometimes of great magic force.
B. friendship often occurs between male and female.
C. a word of encouragement is sometimes very important.

D. women always need men’s help.

4. Christmas Lost

Christmas was a quiet affair when I was growing up. There were just
my parents and me. I wished that someday I’d marry and have six chil-
dren, and at Christfnés my house would be full of energy and love.

I found the man who shared my dream, but we had not expected the
possibility of infertility. So we applied for adoption and, within a year,
he arrived.

We called him our Christmas boy because he came to us during that

- season of joy, when he was just six days old. Then nature sutprised us
again. In rapid succession we added two biological children to the family
— — —not as many as we had hoped for, but compared with my quiet
childhood, three made an entirely satisfactory crowd.

As our Christmas boy grew, he made it clear that only he had the ex-
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pertise to select and decorate the Christmas tree each year. He rushed the
season, starting his gift list before we’d even finished the Thanksgiving
turkey. He pressed us into singing carols, our froglike voices contrasting
with his musical gift of perfect voice. Each holiday he stirred us up, lead-
ing us through a round of merry chaos.

Our friends were right about adopted children not being the same.
Through his own unique heredity, our Christmas boy brought color into
our lives with his good cheer, his wit. He made us look and behave better
than we were.

Then, on his 26th Christmas, he left us as unexpectedly as he had
come. He was killed in a car accident on an icy Denver street, on his way
home to his young wife and infant daughter. But first he had stopped by
the family home to decorate our tree, a ritual he had never abandoned.

Grief-stricken, his father and I sold our home, where memories
clung to every room. We moved to California, leaving behind our friends

and church.

New words and expressions
infertility n. FREAEH
expertise n. [ HIREH AR
heredity n. i#{&
ritual 7. NN
abandon v. %, WHF
cling v. B5F, ME

Reading comprehension
1. 71 found the man who shared my dream.” (para. 2) suggests that the

author



