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2 Scarlet and Black %
BOOK ONE

CHAPTER 1

A small town

If the traveller P stops but a moment in the main street of
Verrieres, which climbs up from the bank of the Doubs al-
most to the top of the hill, you can bet a hundred to one he
will see a tall man appearing on the scene ® with the look of
someone going about important business.

As he passes, all hats are raised with alacrity ® . His hair
is turning grey ®, and grey is what he wears. He is a member
of several orders of knighthood ®, he has a high forehead and
a Roman nose, and his face is not without a certain overall
regularity: people even think at first sight that it combines ®
the dignity © befitting ® a village mayor with that special

charm which can still be found in someone rising fifty.

Such is the mayor of Verridres, M. de Rénal. He walks
solemnly © across the road and disappears from sight into the
town hall. But if the traveller continues his stroll he will
notice, a hundred yards or so further up, a rather fine-looking
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house and, through the iron gate next to it, some very
splendid gardens. The skyline ® beyond is formed by the hills

of Burgundy, and seems expressly created to please the eye.

He is told that this house belongs to M. de Rénal. The
profits @ from his sizeable nail factory have enabled ® the
mayor of Verrieres to put up this fine dwelling in solid stone
which he is in the process of completing. His family, it is
said, is of Spanish origin ® from way back, and has been
settled in the region, so they maintain, since well before it

was conquered ® by Louis XIV.
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CHAPTER 2

A mayor

On a fine moming in autumn, M. de Rénal was strolling
along the Avenue de la Fidélité with his wife on his arm.
While listening to her husband solemnly talking awa;y, M
de Rénal was keeping an anxious eye on the activities D of
three small boys. The eldest, who might have been eleven,
kept on going over to the wall, far too often for her liking,
and making as if to climb on to it. A gentle voice was then
heard calling ‘Adolphe’, and the boy had to abandon his
daring @ venture ® . M™ de Rénal looked about thirty, but
was still a rather pretty woman.

‘He might well come to regret it, this fine gentleman from
Paris, ' M. de Rénal was saying. He looked indignant ®,
and his face was paler than usual. ‘It isn’t as though I had

no friends at Court ® ...’

This fine gentleman from Paris, so loathsome to the mayor
of Verrieres, was none other than a M. Appert who had
succeeded two days previously © not merely in getting inside

the prison and the workhouse in Verriéres, but also the hos-
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pital which was run as a charity by the mayor and the chief
landowners @ of the neighbourhood.

‘But what harm can this gentleman from Paris do you, ’
M= de Rénal asked timidly, ‘since you’re most scrupu-
lously © honest in administering @ what is given to the poor?’

‘His only reason for coming is to apportion ® blame, and
then he’ll get articles written in newspapers with liberal
leanings. ~ ‘You never read them, my dear. ’

‘But people gossip about these radical articles; it’s all
very distracting for us, and it prevents us from going about
our good works. For my part I shall never forgive ® the

priest @ . ’
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CHAPTER 3

Care of the poor

‘I'm determined to take on young Sorel, the sawyer’s son,
as part of the household, ’ said M. de Rénal. ‘He can keep
an eye on the children, who are becoming rather a handful
for us. He’s a young priest, or as good as, knows his Latin,
and the children will learn a great deal from him; he’s made
of stern stuff , according to Father Chélan. I shall give him

three hundred francs and his keep.

“This arrangement ® works out in more ways than one, ’
went on M. de Rénal, glancing @ at his wife with a diplo-
matic ® look on his face. ‘Valenod is as proud as anything
of the two fine Normandy cobs he has just bought for his

barouche ®; but he hasn’t got a tutor © for his children. ’

‘Well, you see, I like the idea of their seeing M. de
Rénal’s children going past on their walk, in the charge of
their tutor. Everyone will be impressed. My grandfather
would often tell us how in his youth he’d had a tutor. It may

cost me as much as a hundred crowns, but it must be reck-
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oned ® a necessary expenditure @ to maintain ® our station. ’

This sudden resolve left M™ de Rénal deep in thought.
She was a tall, well-built woman who had beeri the local
beauty, as they say in the mountains round here. She had an
artless air about her, and a youthful way of walking. To the
eyes of a Parisian @, this natural charm, full of lively in-
nocence, would even have been enough to conjure ® up

thoughts of sweet pleasure.

What the people of Verrigres call the pleasures of the flesh
were something totally alien to her, and this had given her

the reputation of being very proud of her origins.
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CHAPTER 4

Father and son

‘MY good lady really is pretty shrewd! * said the mayor of
Verritres to himself at six o’clock the following morning as

he was walking down to old Mr Sorel’s mill.

M. de Rénal was pondering this question when he caught ¢

sight of a peasant in the distance, a man nearly six foot tall,

Old Mr Sorel - for it was the man himself — was most sur-
prised and still more pleased at the unusual proposition
which M. de Rénal was making to him in respect of his son

Julien.

Sorel’s reply at first consisted entirely of a lengthy recital
of all the formulas ® of respect ® he knew by heart. While he
was reeling off these empty words with an awkward ® smile
which increased the shifty, almost deceitful look he habitu-
ally ® wore on his face, the old peasant’s fertile mind was
trying to work out what could possibly induce such an im-

portant person to take his good-for-nothing son into his own
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