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Lesson 1

Building a House

We all like to watch work going on.® Work on buildings, whether

houses, offices, factories, roads or bridges, interests us because there are
so many men doing different things.®

Some men and machines are digging. Some are carrying away earth
or rock. Some are putting together the steel frame, some are mixing and
pouring concrete, and some are laying bricks.

The roof must be covered. All the pipes for water, gas and drainage
have to be laid. The woodwork has to be made and fitted. The electricity
has to be brought in and the lights and electric points fixed. Before the
work' is finished, painting has to be done.

Before any of the building can begin, plans have to be drawn to show
what the building will be like, the exact place in which it is to go and how
everything is to be done.

Suppose that you wanted to have a new house built. You would find
a piece of land, the right size and in the right place, which you would then
have to buy. To make quite certain that both you and the owner of the
land were agreed about where it was, you would have to find it on a map
or plan.

The first thing you would look at on the map would be the scale. This
tells you what length a line must be on the map to show a certain distance
on the ground. If the map has a large scale—when, for instance, twenty-
five inches on the map stands for one mile —we call it a plan. Maps
showing all the land in the country may be bought in the shops.

‘The person whose skill you would need to help you build your house
would be an architect. He makes drawings to show what the house will
be like. There will be a plan for each floor. This shows the kind of view
you would have if you could take the roof off and look into the house from
a helicopter.
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He will also draw views from the side. These are called elevations.

These plans and elevations have on them everything the builder will
want to know. They are often on the scale of four feet to one inch.

Now the architect has to find out how much of each material the
building will need, how much cement, how many bricks, how much wood,
how much steel, how much cable for the electricity, how many feet of pipe
for water and gas, how many tiles for the roof and many other things. He
may do this himself or he may have the help of an expert in this work
called a Quantity Surveyor.®

" When all these lists are ready a builder will say how much it will cost

to build the house and, if the price is agreed, everything is put down on
paper. This paper is called a contract and the builder and the buyer of the
house both sign it to show that they have agreed on everything.

New Words

1. building U/bildip] ». # & 9. helicopter [’helikoptal #.

. YL, B B HA KM

2. carry Ukeeril v. #ig, ¥i3 10. tile [taill » R, KK

3. woodwork [/wudwa:k] . 11. quantity [’kwontitil n. ¥
*E{Hﬁ; KRG, WAKE B 5 E ’

4. painting [/peintin] »n £, 12. surveyor [sa:'veio] n. # &
WIS, R 5 RER

5. exact (ig’zekt] a. HERK quantity ~ {HEAR

6. certain [’sa:ten] a. # F(E  13. contract [/kontrekt] #n 2
BOB; ¥—, —EM ] :

7. scale (skeil) #n. L[l kIR 14. buyer (baia)l ». L £, % M

8. architect [‘a:kitekt] =n. # ] :
FUI, Bt e

Phrases and Expressions

1. put --- together #0.. B4 — 2. electric points HijEE:L
e, A3k 3. for instance f|in
. 2.
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4. stand for &% 6. agree on -+ Xf--ER—F, F
é. on the scale of --- to ---  #--- B WE
E ARl

Notes

(@O We all like to watch work going on. &J# to watch work going on 2
WREMEANEAEH, work BEIE, going on BEFEFHEE,

@ Work on buildings, whether houses, offices, factories, roads or bridges,
interests us because .- —4J$iFR4 work on WEEBE“NEGEIH”,
whether (they are) houses --- & whether 5| S #1iF N AT BB ERL,

@ -+ an expert in this work called a Quantity Surveyor. 4MFl451E in this
work F43iF called R #85 expert HE B EiE.

Exercises

1. Comprehension
Fill in the blanks without looking at the text.
1. work on buildings interests us because
A. there are so many different kinds of materials
B. there are so many men doing different things
C. there is so much noise
D. there is so much dust

2. After walls have been built, the must be covered.
A, pipes for water B. drainage
C. roof “ D. wires
3. Before any of the building can begin, have to be drawn

to show what the building will be like.
A. plans B. maps C. elevations D. oil paintings
4. If you want to have a new house built, the first thing you should
do is to find a piece of }
A. work B.road C.land D. news
5. Maps showing all the land in the country may be bought from




A. book shops B. drug stores C. supermarkets
D. post offices
6. The first thing you would look at on the map would be the

A. scale B. size C. direction D. distance
7. The person whose skill you need in building your house is an

A. artist B. architect C. astronaut D. assistant
8. The plans and elevations are often on the scale of

A. 25 inches to one mile B. one inch to one foot
C. one inch to 25 miles ' D. one inch to four feet
9. The architect has to find out of each material the

building will need.
A. how much B. how many C. how little D. how few
10. If the price is agreed, everything is on a contract.
A.putup B.putdown C. puton D. put off
1I. Cloze Test

The following passages, taken from the text you have just read, have

words omitted from it. Fill in the blanks without looking back at the -

text.

1 The roof must be 1 . All the pipes for water, gas and

2 have to be 3 . The woodwork has to be made
and 4 . The electricity has to be 5 in and the lights
and electric points have to be 6 . Before the work is

7 , painting has to be 8 .

2) Now the architect has to find out how 1 of each material
the building will need, how 2 cement, how 3
bricks, how 4 wood, how 5 steel, how 6
cable for the electricity, how 7 feet of pipe for water and
gas, how 8 tiles for the roof and many other things.

. Vocabulary

The following words have been taken from the text you have just

read. Choose the best meaning or synonym for the word used in the

selection.




. certain

This tells you what length a line must be on the map to show a
certain distance on the ground.

A settled B. having no doubt C. not described D. some

. view

He will also draw wviews from the side.

A. natural scenery B. opinions
C. purpose -D. engineering drawings
. quantity *

He may do this himself or he may have the help of an expert in
this work called ¢ Quantity Surveyor.

A. the property of things B. an amount or number

C. alarge amount or number

D. a maths symbol

. contract
This paper is called a contract.
A. acquirement B. becoming smaller
C. agreement D. becoming tighter
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Lesson 2

A Roof over Our Heads (1)

Man has three basic needs: food, clothing and shelter. If a man lives
in a warm climate, clothing is not absolutely necessary. However, man
cannot live withéut food, and he has little chance of survival without
shelter. Mankind needs shelter to protect him from the weather, wild
animals and his enemies.

Long before man learned how to build houses, he looked for natural
shelters, as the animals did® . He found that he could protect himself by
climbing up into trees or by crouching under the overhanging edges of
cliffs, or by crawling into caves. The first shelters or homes actually built
by man were very simple. For his building materials, he used what he
could find easily around him: rocks, tree branches, dried grasses, animal
skins. It was a long time, however, before man began to build permanent
shelters because, until man learned to farm, he lived by hunting. And, in
order to follow game, he had to be able to move from one hunting ground
to another. Thus, the first man-made shelters were those that could be
easily transported.

The first permanent shelters were probably built twenty. to forty
thousand years ago. by fish-eating people who lived in one place as long
as the fish supply lasted. Fish-eaters could stay in one place for several
years. Once man learned to farm, he could live even longer in one place.
Thus he was able to build a permanent home. Once again, he built his
home with the materials he found at hand® . In Egypt, for example, wood
was scarce, so most houses were built of bricks made of dried mud, with
a roof supported by palm tree trunks.

When the Norsemen came from Scandinavia to northern Europe,
they found many forests, so they built homes with a framework of heavy
tree trunks and they filled the space between the trunks with clay. The
Eskimos, on the other hand, lived in a land where there was little or no

. 6 .
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wood. They learned to adapt their homes perfectly to their surroundings.
In the winter time, when everything was covered with snow and ice, the
Eskimos built their homes with blocks of ice, When the warm weather
came and melted the ice, the Eskimos lived in a tent made of animal skins.

The weather is man’s worst natural enemy. He has to protect himself
from extremes of heat and cold and from storms, wind and rain.

Where the weather is hot and dry, the house is generally made of clay
bricks. The windows are small and high up, so that the heat stays outside.
There is often a flat roof, where people can find a cool place to sleep. In
hot, humid areas, on the other hand, people need to be protected from the
rain, as well as the heat. In such places, houses are built with wide,
overhanging roofs, balconies or verandas.

Where there are torrential rains, houses are either built on piles to
keep them off the ground, or they have steep thatched roofs to drain off
the rain. People living in the Congo River region have found that steep,
heavily-thatched roofs®@ drain off the jungle rains more quickly. Other
people in Africa have found that a roof of broad leaves sheds rain®
quickly.

New Words

1. absolutely [/zbsslu:tlil ad. WA, A REIA

SXTH, SeeH 9. palm [pam] =. 4% #;4% K
2. survival [so/vaivall n. 4% 3
3. weather‘['weéa] n. K, 8 10. Norseman {/nd>:sman] =.

3 (5 Norsemen) # £ 8 £ 1 4% %%
4. crouch ([kraut{l v. Bf{%, &% A JERKA (RFEBEA)

4 11. adapt (’adaept] v. f# & B,
5. overhang (’auvahaenl v. & Es

F2ZhREF-2Z L 12. extreme [iks’trim] a. * ¥
6. chiff [klifl » BB, Wys% B BREEH) BORR . B
7. fish-eating [/fif’i:tip) a. % 13. veranda [va/rands) ». ¥

y::R:) R, S

8. fish-eater [fij’i:ta) ». Wz fa  14. torrential [to’renfol] a. %




e, SHH Egypt {’i:dszipt] n. B R

15. steep [stip) . BEUSH), 6 U Scandinavia [skeendi’neivja]
B n BE, iHEE n. BREAET CER)

16. thatch [Batl v. HFEEH Congo River [’kongoul #.
(BT IR SNGIE (K27 STID)

17. region (/ri:dzon} ». HHEK Africa [aefriksl ». M

Phrases and Expressions

1. long before BALIH, 7E---LA 5. at hand ETEF 4, EMHE

HRA 6. on the other hand B-—¥H;
2. follow game EBEEY HR
3. hunting ground %1% 7. keep off FEf; L #HF

4. aslongas ik (ZA); HE
Notes

@ Long before man learned how to build houses, he looked for natural
shelters, as the animals did.
T AHE AR, long before3| G B HIRIE W AT; asB| B HRARIE A,

® Once again, he built his home with the materials he found at hand. 45
th he found at hand & around him FRBEAHERE, BRI,

® heavily-thatched roofs R“AEENFEEENET”, XE heavily §
BRAEKERM”, “FEH",

@ shed rain % F drain off rain (Hif).

Exercises

I. Compi-ehension
Fill the blanks without looking back at the text.
1. The first people to have permanent shelters were probably .
A. hunters B. farmers
C. meat-eating people D. fish-eaters
2. Man's most urgent need, in building a house, is protection from

. 8 .




A. enemies B. the weather C. earthquakes D. floods

3. A house with a steep sloping roof is more likely to be found

A. in the desert B. near the coast
C. in a windy country D. in a rainy country

4. Houses with roofs of broad leaves can be found in

- A. Asia B. Africa C. the Philippines D. Scandinavia

5. The Norsemen who came to Northern Europe built: their houses

with .
A. rocks B. wooden reofs and stone walls

C. wood D. wooden walls and thatched roofs

Ii. Cloze Test

The following passage, taken from the text you have just read, has
words omitted from it. Fill in the blanks without looking back at the
text. :
Subject Matter Words Missing
Long before man learned how to 1 houses, he looked for
2 shelters, as the animals did. He found that he could 3
himself by climbing up into trees or by crouching under the 4

edges of cliffs, or by crawling into 5 . The first shelters or
homes actually built by man were very 6 . For his building
materials, he used what he could find 7 around him: rocks,
tree branches, dried grasses, animal skins. It was a long 8 )
however, before man began to build 9 shelters because, until
man learned to farm, he lived by 10 .

1. Vocabulary

The following words have been taken from the text you have just
read. Choose the best meaning or synonym for the word used in the
selection.
1. survival
Man cannot live without food, and, he has little chance of survival
without shelter.
A. not being hurt B. remaining alive
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