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1. An English Christmas

Chiristmas Day, December 25th, celebrates the birth of Christ,and
is thus the greatest of Christian festivals. However, many people feel
that the religious meaning of Christmas is diminished by the
commercialisation of it.

As Christmas draws near, the big shops stay open long after dark,
and get- more and more crowded. Everyone is buying Christmas presents
for friends and relations.

The home is decorated with colourful paper chains, leaves of holly
and mistletoe! and attractive greeting cards received through the post
from friends. In the corner there may be a Christmas tree with its
Jranches decorated with shining ornaments such as coloured lights and
glass balls, and sometimes hung with gifts.

On Christmas Eve, it is said, Father Christmas brings presents but
only to good children. He knows just what every child wants, and he
brings it all in a great sack. On Christmas Eve, when the children are
asleep, he comes silently down the chimney and leaves the presents near
theit beds. '

Christmas Eve comes at last. When the children go to bed they

" often Hang up a large stocking or a pillow-case to receive the presents.
“Now go off to sleep quickly,” says the mother, “because he won’ t
come until you’ re asleep]”?. But they are too excited to sleep and are
not even drowsy. So they just pretend to sleep, hoping to catch a
glimpse of Father Christmas. Meam:vhile, unknown to them, mother
and father are busy filling stockings® and pillow-case with presents in
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the next room. When they are sure the children are really asleep, the
parents creep like robbers into their bedroom and leave the presents near
their beds.

The next morning it is Christmas . The children wake up with
shouts of “He’ s* come!” and immediately start opening all their
parcels. The grown-ups, less excitable, save their own presents till
breakfast time. After breakfast, many people go to church; but the
children will be playing® with their new toys, and the mother will
probably be preparing the Christmas dinner. This includes poultry for
the main course®, salads, breads, and vegetables,and features a variety
of desserts, for example, pies, puddings, and ice cream.

In the afternoon many families listen to the Queen broadcasting to
the Commonwealth . In the evening, after a huge tea’, often including
a big Christmas cake covered with a frosting as sweet as candy and as
smooth as pudding, the family will probably sit round the fire eating
nuts, sweets and fruit, talking or watching television, or playing party
games®,

So the children usually count® the weeks, then the days, to
Christmas. And almost everyone enjoys the happiness of Christmas.

ER: ; ,

1. be decorated with——f+-+-+-24fi, holly: &7 ; mistletoe;

KarE . YL LR TEARERT.
EFee- A, W: He didn’ t go to bed until
he finished all the exercises . eI B A ERER.
3. be busy doing sth—— IR,
4. XEB “He” 5EHEEN.
5. will be doing sth —— F7RHF IR —E X R ERETT

2. nat «-until
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6. the main course — £ 3, course, —iHK,

7. huge tea— (JL) EFBRAA.

8. XEB MM A -ing 4 FRMARRERRE, BiBno]iER,
7 s CITRTTSSS 3 Lo

9. count — 8, gk XEHEETFNHEFELEE
REXRETHIFIR,

2. 2001 SPACE SHUTTLE

When NASA! built the first space shuttle and with it the first
chance to carry both men and equipment inexpensively into space, it
opened the doors to the eventuai building and operating of commercial
shuttles by private corporations that possibly within the next
generation, may be able to fly us to a space station as routingly as we
are flown to Europe.

Youzu need tickets first. Unlike the NASA shuttle, which launches
like a rocket, the future passenger shuttles will take off the way jets do
now, that is, horizontally on a runway?. Ticket and reservation
eounters, as well as the shuttles themselves, most likely will be located
at several airports around the world. ‘

Once you’ ve sat in the cushioned seats and have strapped yourself
in, the large ship ——which will be totally controlled by an onboard

L]
will fire its engines and rumbie down the runway.

" computer
Looking out your window, you’ |l see the earth rapidly falling
away, and the light blue sky progressively turning blue-black . You’ Il

! - 3 L]



