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PROLOGUE

In the doorway of the temple of Ra in Memphis.
Deep gloom. An august personage with a hawk’s head
is mysteriously visible by his own light in the darkness
within the temple. He surveys the modern audience
with great contempt; and finally speaks the following
words to them.

Peace! Be silent and hearken unto me, ye quaint little
islanders. Give ear, ye men with white paper on your breasts
and nothing written thereon (to signify the innocency of your
minds). Hear me, ye women who adorn yourselves
alluringly and conceal your thoughts from your men, leading
them to believe that ye deem them wondrous strong and
masterful whilst in truth ye hold them in your hearts as
children without judgment. Look upon my hawk’s head; and
know that I am Ra, who was once in Egypt a mighty god.
Ye cannot kneel nor prostrate yourselves; for ye are packed
in rows without freedom to move, obstructing one another’s
vision; neither do any of ye regard it as seemly to do ought
until ye see all the rest do so too; wherefore it commonly
happens that in great emergencies ye do nothing, though
each telleth his fellow that something must be done. I ask
you not for worship, but for silence. Let not your men speak
nor your women cough; for I am come to draw you back two
thousand years over the graves of sixty generations. Ye poor
posterity, think not that ye are the first. Other fools before
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* CASAR AND CLEOPATRA

ye have seen the sun rise and set, and the moon change her
shape and her hour. As they were so ye are; and yet not so
great; for the pyramids my people built stand to this day;
whilst the dustheaps on which ye slave, and which ye call
empires, scatter in the wind even as ye pile your dead sons’
bodies, on them to make yet more dust.

Hearken to me then, oh ye compulsorily educated ones.
Know that even as there is an old England and a new, and ye
stand perplexed between the twain; so in the days when I
was worshipped was there an old Rome and a new, and men
standing perplexed between them. And the old Rome was
poor and little, and greedy and fierce, and evil in many
ways; but because its mind was little and its work was
simple, it knew its own mind and did its own work; and the
gods pitied it and helped it and strengthened it and shielded
it; for the gods are patient with littleness. Then the old
Rome, like the beggar on horseback, presumed on the favor
of the gods, and said, “Lo! there is neither riches nor
greatness in our littleness: the road to riches and greatness is
through robbery of the poor and slaughter of the weak.” So
they robbed their own poor until they became great masters
of that art, and knew by what laws it could be made to
appear seemly and honest. And when they had squeezed their
own poor dry, they robbed the poor of other lands, and
added those lands to Rome until there came a new Rome,
rich and huge. And I, Ra, laughed; for the minds of the
Romans remained the same size whilst their dominion spread
over the earth.

Now mark me, that ye may understand what ye are
presently to see. Whilst the Romans still stood between the
old Rome and the new, there arose among them a mighty
soldier: Pompey the Great. And the way of the soldier is the
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CASAR AND CLEOPATRA

way of death; but the way of the gods is the way of life; and
so it comes that a god at the end of his way is wise and a
soldier at the end of his way is a fool. So Pompey held by the
old Rome, in which only soldiers could become great; but
the gods turned to the new Rome, in which any man with
wit enough could become what he would. And Pompey’s
friend Julius Caesar was on the side of the gods; for he saw
that Rome had passed beyond the control of the little old
Romans. This Caesar was a great talker and a politician: he
bought men with words and with gold, even as ye are
bought. And when they would not be satisfied with words
and gold, and demanded also the glories of war, Caesar in his
middle age turned his hand to that trade; and they that were
against him when he sought their welfare, bowed down
before him when he became a slayer and a conqueror; for
such is the nature of you mortals. And as for Pompey, the
gods grew tired of his triumphs and his airs of being himself a
god; for he talked of law and duty and other matters that
concerned not a mere human worm. And the gods smiled on
Ceesar; for he lived the life they had given him boldly, and
was not forever rebuking us for our indecent ways of
creation, and hiding our handiwork as a shameful thing. Ye
know well what I mean; for this is one of your own sins.
And thus it fell out between the old Rome and the new,
that Ceesar said, “Unless | break the law of old Rome, I
cannot take my share in ruling her; and the gift of ruling
that the gods gave me will perish without fruit.” But
Pompey said, “The law is above all; and if thou break it thou
shalt die. ” Then said Caesar, “I will break it: kill me who
can.” And he broke it. And Pompey went for him, as ye
say, with a great army to slay him and uphold the old Rome.
So Ceesar fled across the Adriatic sea; for the high gods had a
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CAESAR AND CLEOPATRA

lesson to teach him, which lesson they shall also teach you in
due time if ye continue to forget them and to worship that
cad among gods, Mammon. Therefore before they raised
Ceesar to be master of the world, they were minded to throw
him down into the dust, even beneath the feet of Pompey,
and blacken his face before the nations. And Pompey they
raised higher than ever, he and his laws and his high mind
that aped the gods, so that his fall might be the more
terrible. And Pompey followed Czesar, and overcame him
with all the majesty of old Rome, and stood over him and
over the whole world even as ye stand over it with your fleet
that covers thirty miles of the sea. And when Cesar was
brought down to utter nothingness, he made a last stand to
die honorably, and did not despair; for he said, “Against me
there is Pompey, and the old Rome, and the law and the
legions: all all against me; but high above these are the
gods; and Pompey is a fool.” And the gods laughed and
approved; and on the field of Pharsalia the impossible came
to pass; the blood and iron ye pin your faith on fell before the
spirit of man; for the spirit of man is the will of the gods;
and Pompey’s power crumbled in his hand, even as the
power of imperial Spain crumbled when it was set against
your fathers in the days when England was little, and knew
her own mind, and had a mind to know instead of a
circulation of newspapers. Wherefore look to it, lest some
little people whom ye would enslave rise up and become in
the hand of God the scourge of your boastings and your
injustices and your lusts and stupidities.

And now, would ye know the end of Pompey, or will ye
sleep while a god speaks? Heed my words well; for Pompey
went where ye have gone, even to Egypt, where there was a

Roman occupation even as there was but now a British one.
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