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~ Thisiis an unexpected
~ surprise. Somebody
wants to hire me as

Really? That's great.
| would become the
Mrs. General
Manager! Honey, |
just know you're the
best.

Dad, aren't you

satisfied with your
present job?

If Dad can be
allowed to exploit
his talents in this
new job, it would
be a tumning point
in his career.
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Preface

I believe leaming English should not be as fraught with frustrations
and difficulties as it seems to be the case in China. Grammar and the
never-ending memorization of vocabulary can clearly overwhelm any
person who is attempting to learn the language. It is not to say that these
things are not important. However, in the process of language learning, they
are more appropriate for people who already have working knowledge of
English. If I had tried to learn my Chinese that way, I would still be stuck in
memorizing Chinese vocabulary (being a 5000-year old language, it would
probably take me at least twenty years just familiarizing and remembering
those Chinese words!) Besides, people need English topics they can relate
to, things happening in their daily lives in the local setting to learn the
language faster. I saw the chance to try out my theory when Rita came and
asked me to work with her on this book. Chronicling the happenings of a
normal family, I'm sure that the scenarios and dialogues between the
characters would sound very familiar to just about any reader. It would
enable you to read through the dialogues and apply them to your family and
friends immediately. Hopefully, this will be the start of a fruitful and total
learning experience. I also hope you have as much fun using this book as
Rita and 1 had writing it.
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