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5 [ntroduction

You have been exposed to the English language for several years,
but do you know how many people speak it as their native language? The
following passage will tell you how many words it has, from what languages
it borrows many of its words, how the language is constructed, how some
of its words are pronounced and spelled, and what the content and function
words are. After you read the following text, English as a language will no
longer be much of a mystery to you. In addition, you will learn the foliowing
words and expressions:

as a / the resuit of in addition to
trace combine
create blend

motel shorten
acronym define
assemble divide
express show

include follow

quify




% QOutline

I. The widespread of English Language (Paras 1-3)

A. The most widely spoken language (Para 1)
B. Its spread from the 1500s to the present (Para 2)
C. Its use as a second language (Para 3)

Il. Some of the characteristics of the English language (Paras 4—6)
A. The size of its vocabulary (Para 4)
B. The sources of some of its words (Para 5)
C. Ways some new words are formed (Para 6)

HI. Some reasons for the strange pronunciation and spelling of English
words (Para 7)

IV. The grammar of the English language (Paras 8-12)
A. A definition of grammar ( Para 8)
B. The parts of speech (Para 9)
C. Modern scholars’ categories of the parts of speech (Para 10)
D. The few inflections in English (Para 11)
E. Word order in English sentences (Para 12)

#®’ Pre-reading Questions

1. Do you agree that English is the most widely spoken language in the
world?

2. In which countries is English spoken?

3. What aspects of English grammar are the easiest for you?

3> Text
THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE (1)

faral The English language is the most widely spoken language in the
world. It is used as éither a primary br'secondary language in many

&,



Fara 2

bara 3

Para 4

] 56][‘&] »

Para 6

Varaz

countries.

During the 1500s, fewer than 2 million people spoke English. All of them
lived in what is now Great Britain. Through the centuries, as the result of
various historical events, English spread throughout the world. Today about
400 million people speak English as their native language. Most of them
live in Australia, Canada, Great Britain, ireland, New Zealand, South Africa,
and the United States.

Another 100 million people, chiefly living in Bangladesh, India, Pakistan,
and in many African countries, speak English in addition to their own
language. An additional 200 million people probably know at least some
English.

English has a larger vocabulary than any other language. There are
more than 600,000 words in the largest dictionaries of the English langu-
age.

Some English words have been passed on from generation to generation
as far back as scholars can trace them. These words such as woman, man,
sun, hand, love, go, and eat, express basic ideas and feelings. Later, many
words were borrowed from other languages, including Arabic, French,
German, Greek, ltalian, Latin, Russian, and Spanish. For example, aigebra
is from Arabic, fashion from French, piano from ltalian, and canyon from
Spanish.

A number of words, such as doghouse and splashdown, were formed by com-
bining other words. New words are also created by blending words. For
example, motor and hotel were blended into motel. Words can be shortened
to form new words, as was done with history to form story. Words called
acronyms are formed by using the first letter or letters of several words.
The word radar is an acronym for radio detection and ranging.

Pronunciation and spelling in English sometimes seem illogical or incon-
sistent. Many words are spelled similarly though pronounced differently.
Examples include cough, though, and through. Other words, such as blue,
crew, to, too, and shoe, have simitar proffunciations but are spelled dif-

3



Earas

Kara9

E ara 10

aramn

fara12

ferently. Many of these variations show changes that occurred during the
development of English. The spelling of some words remained the same
through the centuries, though their pronunciation changed.

Grammair is the set of principles used to create sentences. These prin-
ciples define the elements used to assemble sentences and the relation-

ships between the elements. The elements include parts of speech and
inflections.

Parts of speech are the word categories of the English language. Scholars
do not all agree on how to describe the parts of speech. The traditional
description lists eight classes: nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs,
prepositions, conjunctions, and interjections. The most important relation-
ships of the parts of speech include subject and verb, verb and predicate,
and modifier and the word modified.

Some modern scholars also divide the parts of speech into two categories,
content words and function words. Content words are the main parts of
speech -— nouns, verbs, adverbs, and adjectives — and carry the basic
vocabulary meanings. For example, dog, write, happy, and seldom are content
words. These words are also called form classes. Function words express
relationships between content words in a sentence. For example, the,
in, it, and, because and not are function words. They show the grammatical,
or structural, meanings of the sentence and are also called structure
classes. Function words include articles, prepositions, pronouns, and
conjunctions.

English has fewer inflections than most other European languages. An in-
flection is a variation of the form of a word that gives the word a different
meaning or function. An English noun has only two inflections, the plural
and the possessive. Inflections are used to change the tense and number
of a verb or the case of a pronoun. Inflections can change adjectives to the
comparative or the superlative — for example, big, bigger, biggest.

Grammar also defines the order in which parts of speech may be used.
The subject of a sentence usually comes first in the word order in English.



It is generally followed by the verb and then the object. Single words that
modify nouns are usually placed before the noun, but phrases that modify
nouns are usually placed after the noun. Words that modify verbs can be
put before or after the verb.

!

5
{" Paragraph Questions
-~

Dara 1

Dara 2

Para 3

Para 4

Dara &

DPara 6

Para 7

Para 8

Para 9

Para 10

Para 11
Para 12

in comparison with other languages, how widely is English
used?

How many people spoke English during the 1500s in com-
parison to the number of native English speakers today?
How many people speak English as their second language
or know some English?

How many words are there in the largest dictionaries of the
English language?

What are some of the sources of English words?

How are some English words created?

In what aspects do the pronunciation and spelling of some
English words seem illogical or inconsistent?

What is the definition of English grammar given in this para-
graph?

Can you name and give examples of the traditional parts of
speech in English?

Can you name and give examples of function words?

Can you list as many English inflections as you can?
When phrases are used to modify nouns, where are they
placed in a sentence?

The whele text What is important to the development of English vocabulary

and the grammatical structure of English sentences?



“‘9- /

L)

ST
,

(\zo)

=%

JOUO PIOM [BULIOU S}l PUB ‘SUOROSHUI M8} S) ‘yoaads Jo sued ay
Buowie sdiysuoiejal 8yl Se PaMaIA 8Q UBD aduadjuas ysiibul
ue Jo Jewwelb 8y SwAUOIOR JO SPIOM PaUIGIOD JO Jnsal Ui
ale awos pue ‘sabienbuej JaYlo WOolj BUOO SPIOM MBU 8y} JO
BULLIOS ‘SPIOM MBU PUB JUBIOUB Ylog Sapnjou; Aueingeooa ystibul
‘Auejnqeooa sit o ¥oois abie} sy youus 0} sabenbue) 1ayjo wioly
PaMO0.LIOq 81om spIom Auews yoiym Buunp ‘ssaocud [enpelb pue
Buoj e si Aiejnqeoon ysibug jo juswdonsp 8y  I3MSuy

/
@' Language Points

Through the centuries, as the result of various historical events, English
spread throughout the worid. :

English became widespread in the world because of various historical
events happening through the centuries.

as a / the result of: as an outcome of; because of £ % --- W& B H~—
e.g. He is paralyzed as the -esult of a would-be assassin’s bullet years ago.
JUEH, B RES R, BEREKS, EPRIHA.

As a resul: of widespread thunderstorms, our flight was delayed several hours.
BMTABREEN, KNOHARRT HFILA D,

Another 100 million people, chiefly living in Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, and
in many African countries, speak English in addition to their own language. :
There are another 100 million people, who mainly live in Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan, and in many African countries, and they speak English, along
with their own language.

in addition to: as well as; along with 54}, &%

e.g. In addition to our classroom study and practice, our English teacher
assigns a great deal of homework.

BRTREWEIFLEST. BNHEBEERLAETREXEF L.

In the United States many university students are very busy because in
addition to studying, they have part time jobs.



AEE, BEA¥LEFLR, EAARTH#IMNE/NTEL,

Some English words have been passed on from generation to generation
as far back as scholars can trace them. :

Some English words have been handed down over centuries that only
scholars can find their origins.

trace vt. : follow by means of marks or signs; follow the course, develop-
ment, or history of :& &, B #

e.g. Some scholars enjoy tracing the formation of words to their origin.

A B LT EARH I &R R

The Aldens trace their family back three hundred years to John Alden, one
of the early American Piigrim settlers.
RRERKWFET NEHEIS00FE A 4 - RARK, —HEREEEN
HRBEBR.

A number of words, such as doghouse and splashdown, were formed by com-
bining other words. -

Many English words, taking doghouse and splashdown as examples, were
shaped by putting other words together.

combine \t. : join things, people, or groups together; unite {# & 4, #F B4
e.g. Our club combined the offices of secretary and treasurer because we
thought one person could easily handie both of these jobs.
BNBEREREFIYREALEEG A BARMAN —MATUZ M4
B RAR.

A person who combines persistence with intelligence will go far.

—NERFBRT - s KoL E.

New words are also created by blending words. :

New words are also coined by combining words together.

create vt. : make a thing which has not been made before; bring into being
dliE, %

e.g. The Pathetique was the last symphony created by Russian composer,
Tchaikovsky.

(B RAREEGRETANENQAENRE -G XMk .
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The wealth of society is created by the laboring people.
HEMEREFTHARGES,

For example, motor and hotel were blended into motel. :

For instance, the two words — motor and hotel, were mixed together to form
the word motel.

blend vt. : mix together; mix so thoroughly that the things mixed cannot be
distinguished or separated 4 &, #--B&—1&

e.g. Blerd the butter and the sugar before adding the other ingredients of
the cake.

EWMANHEZRROA s 28, 2EPHEREE—£.

That artist is good at blending pigments to get unusual shades of color.
RULIARXETRHENRBTRINHRREY.

motel n : hotel for motorists, with space for parking cars near the rooms
(AFEEREFEYY) AERE

e.g. There are many motels along the highways.
NERFHFEREKRN.

This motel provides many kinds of services.

REAFRERE S HKS .

smog — smoke + fog 1 %
brunch — breaktast + lunch £ 415
advertistics — advertising + statistics /"~ 4 %4 it %

Words can be shortened to form new words, as was done with history to
form story. :

Words can be made shorter to form new words, as in the case of the word
history, which was shortened to form the word story.

shorten vt. : make shorter; cut off, make smaller in length 74, B/; #&
e.g. The new highway shortens the time of the trips.
FOOABBET R E,

She has had all her dresses shortened because of the new styles.



HTEREH, RERANKRBRET .

Words called acronyms are formed by using the first letter or letters of
several words. :

acronym: word made of the first letter or letters of several words ¥ ¥ & 4
w5 37

e.g. UNESCO: the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization & & & # £ X 4 £

NASA: the National Aeronautics and Space Administration % [E & % A1 &
foF EMATR

OPEC: the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries & i 4 1 [5 4 4
APEC: the Asian-Pacific Economic Cooperation T & £ 4 41 &

USA: the United States of America ¥ f| I8 & 4 5

CCTV: China Central Television & [& # s & 1 &

UCLA: University of California at Los Angeles tu l k ¥ %4 8L &K
HKSAR: Hong Kong Special Administrative Region & 4 5 47 % X

These principles define the elements used to assemble sentences and the
relationships between the elements. :

These principles tell what the parts used to put sentences together are
and what the relationships between these parts are.

define vt. : make clear the meaning of; explain; interpret # %, %---F & X
e.g. A dictionary defines words.

HARRE X,

People define Einstein as a genius because his brain is different from those
of common people.

AMEBXEHERAERS, BARH AR S EHAN AR T — .
assemble \t. : gather together; bring together; put together £ &, 4. Z %

- e.g. The grandfather had assembled ali the members of the family for the

annual picnic.
FHEFBEXENFTAR R L —KIFR,
Some boys like t0 assemble model airplanes.
ALEEBRTFERALEHER .
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Some modern scholars also divide the parts of speech into two categories,
content words and function words. :

Some modern scholars also separate the parts of speech into two kinds,
content words and function words.

divide \t. : separate into parts; split; share £| 4, FF; 43

e.g. The Dead Sea divides Israel from Jordan.

RFEHE L5 FF.

The Rio Grande divides Mexico from the United States.
BEZETRBEF S £EHRA.

Function words express relationships between content words in a sentence. :
Function words indicate relationships between content words in a sentence.
express vt. : put into words; state; indicate Xk, %7

e.g. Try to express your ideas clearly.

RELIFHBERERE.

Flowers express sentiments, tastefully, eloquently, and their fragrant beauty
brings comfort to those who grieve.

HFETT AR WA L REWR AR 2 £G4
kM H.

They show the grammatical, or structural, meanings of the sentence and
are also called structure classes. :

Function words indicate the grammatical, or structural meanings of the
sentence and they are also called structure classes.

show \t. : indicate; put in sight; display(mentally) 8 5%, #--- %, BT
e.g. That handicapped woman’s paintings showed her courage, as well as
her skill as an artist.

HABRKAXNLBRT T R FAREALRE AR,

Poets’ choice of words shows their abilities to crystallize both black and
shining bits of life into mental images.
WAREAEHETR T RMNEFRETHAEFTH IR EA LA LS A
B



Function words include articles, prepositions, pronouns, and conjunctions. :
Function words comprise articles, prepositions, pronouns, and conjunctions.
include vt. : have ... within itself; contain; comprise &,#, 4

e.g. Father includes a watch and chain onthe list of souvenirs to buy.
REE-REBHFRINELIHNLEASEFRZA,

The price includes the land, house, and fumiture.

3. FERRAEHNES T ELEN.

It is generally foliowed by the verb and then the object. :

The verb and the object generally follow the subject.

follow \vt. : go or come after; come after as a consequence or effect J [,
BE, BE-HLRER

e.g. The typhoon was followed by beautiful weather.

BRAR, REBHAKHFRA,

Great misery for the Serbs follows the war started by the NATO.

AR EHEBEEHEERATKTRANTE,

Single words that modify nouns are usually placed before the noun, but
phrases that modify nouns are usually placed after the noun. :

Single words that describe, limit, or identify nouns are often put before the
noun, but phrases that describe, limit, or identify nouns are usually placed
after the noun.

modity \vt. : describe; change somewhat; limit the meaning of; qualify &
kR, BR, BH

e.g. In the sentence, “My sister bought a new rose sweater.” the words “new
and rose” modify the word sweater.
ECBRBRXTHRROENFFEY.” — 4%, ‘B F “BAL 6K
XENMABH “FEY.

In the sentence, “My sister bought a sweater without sequins,” the phrase
“without sequins” modifies the word sweater.
ECREKLTHENXLEKFANFEY.” —AF, F4 “FRREHA
BW “F¥EY X,

11



