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The Arabian Nights

INTRODUCTION

There lived in the old days a king who reigned over
India and China, and who was lord of armies and guards
and servants of all kinds. He had two sons, the elder of
whom was called Shahriyar and the younger Shahzeman.
On the death of the king, Shahriyar succeeded to his
throne, while the younger brother ruled over Samarkand of
Tartary. ’

After many years had gone by, the elder king longed
to see his brother and directed his vizier to fetch
Shahzeman to him for a friendly visit. Orders were given
for expensive stuffs and for horses adorned with gold and
jewels, which were to be presented to the king of
Samarkand. Shahriyar then wrote a letter to his brother,
and having given it to the vizier, he commanded that
officer to tuck up his skirts and strain every nerve to make
a swift journey. The vizier answered, “I hear and I obey, ”
and set out at once.

When the caravan arrived at the city of Samarkand
the vizier was courteously welcomed and entertained with
all the ceremony befitting his high rank. In three days
preparations were made for the return joumney, and
Shahzeman with an ample escort and costly presents set
forth for his brother’s court, where he was received with
much rejoicing.

Now it happened that both King Shahzeman and King
Shahriyar had been sadly deceived by the women they had
married, and no sooner did they talk together in confi-
dence than each discovered the other’s sorrow. They
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The Arabian Nights

became convinced that all women were untrustworthy, and
soon after his brother’s visit was ended, King Shahriyar
devised a plan by which to rid the world of their
treachery.

Every day he chose a daughter of one of his nobles to
be his bride, and on the following morning gave her over
to his vizier to be beheaded. This he continued to do until
the people raised an outcry against his cruelty and fled
with their daughters from the city. One morning, to his
dismay, the vizier could find no maiden who was ready to
become the royal bride. ‘

The vizier himself had two charming daughters, the
elder of whom was called Scheherazade and the younger
Dinarzade. The former had read many books of history and
stories of past times, and when she saw her father sad and
downcast she said to him: “Why do I see thee so changed
and oppressed with grief?One of our poets has said,

“Tell him who is anxious that this will not last; As
happiness passes, so passes anxiety.”

Then the vizier told her all that had happened, and
she said to him: “O my father, give me in marriage to the
king! If I die, I shall at least save one other woman, and if
1 live, I shall be the deliverer of all the rest. ”

In vain did the unhappy vizire protest against his
daughter’s plan. Finding all his arguments of no avail, he
finally betook himself to the king. Meanwhile Schehera-
zade unfolded her plan to her sister and obtained the
promise of her assistance.

V¥ len evening came and the king lifted the veil from
his vife’s face he was rejoiced to find her so beautiful.
“But why do you weep?”he asked. '
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The Arabian Nights

She answered: “O king, I have a young sister whom I
love and who loves me very dearly. I know that tomorrow I
shall be sent forth to die, and before that time comes I
long to take leave of her.”

“It is well, ” said the king. “your desire shall be
granted. Let a messenger be sent to your sister without
delay. ”

When Dinarzade was admitted to the royal apart-
ments she embraced the lovely bride, and having waited
for a proper opportunity said to her, “O my sister, in the
little time that remains to us before we are parted forever,
tell us, [ pray you, one of your entertaining stories. Alas!
this will be the last night that I shall enjoy such a pleas-

ure. ”

“Gladly will I do so, my sister, ”answered Schehera-

zade, “if the king is kind enough to permit me. ”
“Tell on, ”said the king, who chanced to be restless,

and who was pleased with the prospect of hearing the
tale. Accordingly Scheherazade began.
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1. THE MERCHANT AND
THE GENIE

It is related, O king, that there was a merchant who
had great riches. On a certain day he mounted his horse
and journeyed to a neighboring country to collect what was
due him. The heat was oppressive, and having stopped to
rest himself under a tree, he ate a morsel of bread and a
date which were among his provisions. When he had eaten
the date he threw away the stone. Immediately an
enormous genie appeared before him with a sword in his
hand, and cried, “Rise, that I may kill you, as you have
killed my son!”

“How have 1 killed your son?”asked the merchant.

The genie answered, “The stone from the date that
you hast eaten was flung aside by your careless hand and
struck my son so that he died. ”

The merchant, on hearing these words, exclaimed:
“Verily I meant no harm. If I killed him, I did it without
knowing it. I trust then that you will pardon me. ”

“You must die, ”returned the genie, and raised his
sword to smite him, but the unhappy merchant cried out,
begging for mercy.

“Spare your words, ”said the genie, “for your time is
come. ”

Then said the merchant: “Know, O genie, that I have
much property, and children, and a wife, and I have also
debts to pay. Let me, therefore, go back to my house and
give to every man his due, and then I will return to you,
and you shall do as you will. I bind myself by a vow that I
will surely return. ” '
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