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Preface

This book not only discribes the marvellous world of the
sky, but also collects lots of information on development and
change within astronomy. Many unsolved, challenging, cross-
century difficult problems are surely to stimulate the readers’
great interest in astronomy.

In order to coordinate the present astronomic subjects of
general interest, the author appropriately introduces the arduous
process of human being’ s exploring the stellar sky, including
some moving stories of unrelenting efforts, which add some in-
terest to the book . Also, the astronomers revealed in the book,
who successfully show the mystery of the sky by using dialectical
materialist theory consciously or unconsciously, set good exam-
ples on how to carry out scientific study.

- The book is substantial in content. The author try to clearly
analyse the physical phenomena existing in the celestial bodies
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within the limited space of this book. In some special situations,
for the sake of conciseness, some mathmatic formulas are ap-
plied. The reader who is not interested in them can skip them
without loss of understanding of the remain content.

This book falls into four parts—planets, stars, galaxies
and the cosmos. Due to the limitation of the author’ s know-
ledge, there is still much to be desired in this book. The author
hopes to profit by the advice, suggestion and criticism that its
reader will kindly give. '

Author
July. 1996
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