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[ LANGUAGE

1. The Nature of Language

» ¢ D. H Howe
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Techniques!, of course, must vary with? the teacher and
the teaching situation and will always be to some extent®
a personal matter. Nevertheless* an understanding of the
fundamental assumptions® relating to the nature of language
and language teaching should help a teacher in planning
the lesson best suited to® a given situation. This article
will suggest five such assumptions.

1. Language is speech. This is our first assumption
and it is fundamental. Language was spoken long before it
was written, and in fact many of the spoken languages of
the world have no written system. We all learnt our own
language by hearing and speaking it before we went to
school. We learnt to write it much later.

Writing is basically a record of speech. This does not
mean that learning to write English is less important than
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