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Lesson One

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
CHINA AND OTHER COUNTRIES®

Mao Zedong

We must firmly reject and criticize all the decadent bour-
" geois systems, ideologies and ways of life of foreign countries.
But this should in no way prevent us from learning the advan-
ced sciences and technologies of capitalist countries and what-
ever is scientific in the management of their enterptises. In the
industrially developed countries they run their enterprises with
fewer people and greater efficiency and they know how to do
business. All this should be learned well in accordance with
our own principles so that our work can be improved. Nowa-
days, those who make English their study no ‘longer work
 hard at it, and 1esearch papers are no longer translated iato
English, French, German or Japanese for exchange with other
countries. This too is a kind of blind prejudice, Neither the
indiscriminate rejection of everything foreign, whether scien-
tific, technological or cultural, nor the indiscriminate imitation
of everything foreign as mentioned above, has anything in
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common with the Marxist attitude®, and they® in no way
benefit our cause.

In my opinion, China has two weaknesses, which are at
the same time two strong points.

First, in the past China was a colonial and semi-colonial
country, not an imperialist power, and was always bullied by
others. Its industry and agriculture are not developed and
its scientific and technological level is low, and except for
its vast territory, rich resources, large population, long history,
The Dream of the Red Chamber in literature, and so on,
China is inferior to other countries in many respects, and so
has no reason to feel conceited. However, there are people
who, having been slaves too long, feel inferior in everything®
_and don’t stand up straight in the presence of foreigners. They
-are just like Chia Kuei in the opera The Famen Temple who,

" when asked to take a seat, refuses to do so, giving the excuse

that he is used to standing in attendance. Here we need to
bestir ourselves, enhance our national confidence and encourage
the spirit typified by “Scorn U.S. imperialism™, which was
‘fostered during the movement to resist U.S. aggre.ésion and
aid Korea.

Second, our revolution came late. Although the 1911
Revolution which overthrew the Ching emperor preceded the
Russian revolution, there was no Communist Party at that
time and the revolution failed. The victory of the people’s
revolution came in 1949, more than thirty ycars after the
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October Revolution. On this account too, we are not in a
position to feel conceited. The Soviet Union differs from our
country in that,® firstly, tsarist Russia was an imperialist power
and, secondly, it had the October Revolution. As a result,
many people in the Soviet Union are conceited and very arso-
gant. o

Our two weaknesses are also strong points. As I have
said elsewhere, we are first “poor” and second “blank™. By
“poor” I mean we do not have much industry and our agricul-
ture is underdeveloped. By “blank” I mean we are like a blank
sheet of paper and our cultural and scientific levei xs not high.
- From the standpoint of potentxahty, this is not bad. The
poor want revolution whereas it is difficult for the nch to
want revolution. Countries with a high sclentlﬁc and tech-
nological level are overblown with arrogance. We, are like a
blank sheet of paper which is good for wrmng Q.

Being “poor” and “‘blank™ is therefore all to our good
_Even when one day our country becomes strong and. prosper-
ous, we must still adhere to the revolutionary staqd remain
modest and prudent, learn from other countries and not allow
ourselves to become swollen with conceit. We must not only
.learn from other countries during the period of our Fxrst Flve-
Year Plan, but must go on doing so after the %completan of
scores of five-year plans. We must be ready to learn even
ten thousand years from now. Is there anmything bad aﬁb_m
that ?®



WORD LIST

relationship [ri'leifanfip] n.
E

reject [ri'dzekt] vt das; Lk

decadent ['dekodant] a. k%
Pty BUBERY

id?ology [aidi'oledi)] n. &
S BARR

prevent [pri‘vent] vt. AT
Bk
“‘prevent sb. ﬁ'dm doing sth.
CRERATEE

mandgement ['menidsmant]
o aE

enterprise (‘entspraiz) n. 4
W #lk

business ['biznis] ».ggdk; 4

efficiency [i'fifonsi] ». %3,

R R

accordance [o'ko:dans]m. —

%
prejudice ['predgudis] #. i3
W Bl
4

indiscriminate [ indis'krim-
init] a. N BIY; o

inferior [in'fiorio] a. "F4HY;
i)

bully ['buli] v.r. #kfiig

conceited [kon'siztid] - a. H
Fuio; BHBA B

bestir [bi'stoz] v.2. (j5$: on-
eself) {ECH 2ORE; B

enhance [in'hans] v.2. B7;
wa

account [o'kaunt] n. JE[H: #

H

arrogant ['zrogont] a. B34 &
K iY; iR ALY

blank [blznk] a. £5EfY

' potentiality [po tenfi'#liti] .
B Z:3- AR R Y]

‘overblow {'ouva'blou] (over-

‘blew, overblown) v.t. &
Bk 3 4 i B
adhere [od'hio] v.i. "Z#f (to)
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Idioms & Expressions

in no way —gA WA e p in a position to do REMBHYL

do business {4 (EH
in accordance with 4...— in the presence of #Z£...[H
KR , wls BB ERT
-work hard at f£... FH% 5 as a result iR
TV FHTF from the standpoint of J\...
have something in common MEE N RAHE
with H... 45 3LFZAb to become swollen with co-

on this account fFiX/ME nceit MRE,; %ﬁﬁiﬁ
B BT —m

Notes to the Text
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(® Neither the indiscriminate rejection of everything foreign,
whether scientific, technological or cultu_ral,‘ nor the ind-
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iscriminate imitation of everything foreign as mentio-
ned above, has anything in common with the Marxist
attitude ...; 24y neither ... nor ... EiFH ZiAMEIEE
iiéﬂd‘,)ﬁﬁﬂbzﬁﬂlﬁ’%ﬁ’ak%@ﬁ—ﬁ%ﬁﬂ nor 4k
W14 iA M —%, Blfn: Neither he nor his wife has arr-
ived. Z3rdzhiF has F144ia imitation Hj—F, every-
thing, something, nothing, anything Hﬁ{g'cfﬁﬁj—-ﬂ- BE
RER. B

He said something nice about her.
There is nothing wrong with it.
whether scientific, technological or cultural Zg3XH {E

everything foreign fy°giE, "LLEEfE L whether JFHZA
g2 T it is. as mentioned above J& indiscriminate imita-

- tion MyEIEMAD,

B they #3311y indiscriminate rejection 1 indisc-
riminate imitation. ’

.. there are people who, having been slaves too long,
feel inferior in everything ...; 4])thffy having been slaves
too long BHIEL AT, B, (EREARIE, BB2
as they have been slaves too long. BLfE4iRTERIERS,
EEMERHE LD R ERERE . %%%ﬁx,fa

- R AE, ARIE LT IORMN.
_ The Soviet Union differs from our country in that, fir-

stly, ... in that PR“EH”, FEBR - RIEND, £
—HBEEH%.
Is there anything bad about that? Jkfhfa] s #RVEERE



#:W4) (thetorical question), BRER L 2 W4, 8Lk
EHAEREE, MYT-MEKBIINERY, W
HRBEBR, NEFBINEERG ERLETERR,
MFRBIMEEE L. Biln:

Is that a reason for despair? #.J& Surely that is no

reason for despair. (GGXMEIEREKOLESHEH?)
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Lesson Two

SUBJECT MATTER AND METHOD
'OF POLITICAL ECONOMY®

Frederick Engels

“Poiitiéa.l economy, in the widest sense, is the science of
the laws govermng the production and exchange of the ma-
terial means of subs1stence® in human soclety Pxoductxon
and cxchangc are two different functlons Productlon may
occur w1thout exchange, but exchange — by the very fact that .
it is. only an exchange of products — “cannot ogeur, thhoutz
productnon@ Each of these two. socxal functlons is subjectr
to ‘the influence of what are for a large part spec:a.l pxtemalk
factors,® and consequently each has what are also for a
large part its own special laws. But on the other hand, they
constantly determine and influence each other to such an
extent that they might be termed the abscissa and the ordinate
of the economic curve.

The conditions under which men produce and exchange
vary from country to country, and within each country again
from generation to generation.® Political economy, there-
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fore, cannot be the same for all countries and for all historical
epochs. A tremendous distance separates the bow and arrow,®
the stone knife and the cxceptional occurrence of exchange
transactions among savages from the steam-engine of a thou-
sand horse power, the mcchanical loom, the railways and the
Bank of England. The inhabitants of Tierra del Fuego have
not attained mass production and world trade, any more than
they have bill-jobbing or a Stock Exchange crash. Anyone
who attempted to bring the political cconomy of Tierra del
Fuego under the same laws as are operative in present-day
England would obviously produce nothing but the most banal
commonplaces. Political economy is therefore essentially a
historical science. It deals with material which is historical,
that is, constantly changing; it first investigates the special
laws of each individual stage in the development ‘of ptoduc—
tion and exchange, and only when it has completed this i inves-
tigation will it be able to establish the few quite general laws@
which hold good for production and exchange in all cases.

At the same time it goes without saying that the laws which.
are. valid for definite modes of production and forms of ex-

change also hold good. for all historical perio@b to which.

these médes of production and forms of exchange até, coms .
mon. Thus, for example, the introdyction, of metgllic money
brought .into operation a series of laws which remain valid
for all countries and historical epochs in which metallic money
is a medium of exchange. ‘
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