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Dear Editor:

It is my pleasure to recommend this text, by profes-
sors Xu and Liu of Tianjin University, for publishing. 1 be-
lieve this to be an excellent resource that will be of great
help to anyone wishing to teach an extensive reading course
in an English as a Foreign Language class. This book ful-
fills many vital criteria necessary for being such a text.

It offers many current articles, from various writing
styles, that will challenge students to understand the nu- -
ances of the English language. From everyday speech,
newspaper articles, technical jargon and biographies, a-
mong others , a variety of English styles and levels are sat- -
isfied.

There are a wide range of topics that spreads the lan-
guage, like a light, into previously darkened corners of a
students understanding about America. This book’s
breadth satisfies its attempt to be reflection of the American
culture in the 1990s. In China, where this culture is trying
to be understood, this book supplies timely information to
the students who are eager to know what the United States
is made of.

The exercises provided by Xu and Liu are creative and
challenging as well. The multiple choice and discussion
questions, and the true and false statements, are well craft-
ed and thoughtfully designed to push the students to fully
understand each article. .
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The text also provides notes which explains slang
terms and new words. Combined with the high interest lev-
el among students toward reading factual information about
the United States, these helps enable students to easily
study and learn the English language on their own time.
With all that is provided, this book ensures an efficient use
of study time for the student as they will unlikely have to
access other reference books to understand the material.

I am very pleased to have been selected to help edit the
articles and questions within, and expect that this book will
turn out to be a productive adventure for every student and

teacher who uses it.

Michael Livingstone
Foreign Teacher
Foreign Languages Department

Tianjin University
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UNIT 1 HISTORY
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The early 1600s saw the beginning of a great tide of emigration

from Europe to North America. Spanning more than three cen-

turies, this movement grew from a trickle of a few hundred English

colonists to a floodtide of newcomers numbered in the millions. "

Impelled by powerful and diverse motivations, they built a new civi-
lization on a once savage continent.

The first permanent English settlement in America was a trad-
ing post founded in 1607 at Jamestown™ , in the Old Dominion or
Virginia. This region was soon to develop a flourishing economy
from its tobacco crop, which found a ready market in England. By
1620, when women were recruited in England to come to Virginia,
marry, and make their homes, great plantations had already risen

along the James River, and the population had increased to a thou-
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sand settlers.

Most European emigrants left their homelands for greater eco-

nomic opportunity—an urge frequently reinforced by the yearning

for religious freedom, or a determination to flee from political op-

pression. ® Between 1620 and 1635 economic difficulties swept Eng-
land. Many people could not find work. Even skilled artisans could
‘earn little more than a bare living. Bad crops added to the distress.
In addition, England’s expanding woolen industry demanded an ev-
er-increasing supply of wool to keep the looms running, and sheep
raisers began to encroach on soil hitherto given over to farming.

During the religious upheavals of the 16th and 17th centuries,

a body of men and women called Puritans sought to reform the Es-

tablished Church of England from within.® Essentially, they de-

manded more complete protestantization of the national church and
advocated simpler forms of faith and worship. Their reformist

ideas, by destroying the unity of the state church,. threatened to di-

vide the people and to undermine royal authority. ®

During the reign of James I, a small group of Separatists—a
radical sect, mostly humble country folk who did not believe the Es-
tablished Church could ever be reformed to their liking—departed
for Leyden, Holland, where they were allowed to practice their reli-
gion as they wished. Later, some members of this Leyden congre-
gation, who became known as the “Pilgrims”, decided to emigrate
to the New World, where, in 1620, they founded the colony of
Plymouth. They had sailed to America under the auspices of the
London (Virginia) Company and were thus intended for settlement
in Virginia, but their ship, the Mayflower, made its landfall far to
the north. After some weeks of exploring, the colonists decided not
to make the trip to Virginia but to remain where they were. They
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chose the area near Plymouth harbor as a site for their colony.
Soon after Charles I ascended to the throne in 1625, Puritan
leaders in England were subjected to what they viewed as.increasing
persecution. Several ministers who were no longer allowed to preach
joined the Pilgrims in America. accompanied by their followers.
Unlike the earlier emigrants, this second group, which established
the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1630, included many persons of
substantial wealth and position. By the end of the next decade, a
Puritan stamp had been placed upon a half-dozen English colonies.
Most of the settlers who came to America in the 17th century
were English, but there was a sprinkling of Dutch, Swedes, and
Germans in the middle region, a few French Huguenots in South
Carolina and elsewhere, and a scattering of Spaniards, Italians, and
Portuguese. Still, non-English settlers represented barely 10 per
cent of the total. For the most part, non-English colonists adapted
themselves to the culture of the original settlers. But this did not
mean that all settlers transformed themselves.into Englishmen.
True, they adopted the English language and law and many English
customs, but only as these -had .been modified by conditions in

America. The result was a unique culture—a blend of English and

continental European conditioned by the environment of the New
World. ®
Although a man and his family could move from Massachusetts

to Virginia, or from South Carolina to Pennsylvania, without mak-

ing many basic readjustments, distinctions between individual

colonies were marked. ® They were even more marked between re-

gional groups of colonies.
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In all phases of colonial development, a striking feature was the
lack of controlling influence by the English government. During
their formative period, the colonies were, to a large degree, free to
develop as circumstances dictated. The English government had
taken no direct part in founding any of the colonies except Georgia,
and only gradually did it assume any part in their political direction.

The fact that the King had transferred his immediate
sovereignty over the New World settlements to stock companies and
proprietors did not, of course mean that the colonists in America
would necessarily be free of outside control. Under the terms of the
Virginia Company and Massachusetts Bay charters, complete gov-
ernmental authority was vested in the companies involved, and it
was expected that these compahies would be resident in England.

Inhabitants of America, then, would have no more .voice in their

government than if the King himself had retained absolute rule. @

In one way or another, however, exclusive rule from the out-
side was broken down. The first step was a decision by the London
(Virginia) Company to grant Virginia colonists representation in the
government. In 1618 the Company issued instructions to its ap-
pointed governor providing that free inhabitants of the plantations
should elect representatives to join with the governor and an ap-
pointive council in passing ordinances for the welfare of the colony.

This proved to be one of the most far-reaching events in the
entire colonial petiod. From then on, it was generally accepted that
the colonists had a right to participate in their own government. In
most instances, the King, in making future grants, provided in the
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charter that freemen of the colony involved should have a voice in
legislation affecting them.

At first, the right of colonists to representation in the legisla-
tive branch of the government was of limited importance. Ultimate-
ly, however, it served as a stepping stone to almost complete domi-
nation by the settlers through elective assemblies, which first seized

and then utilized control over financial matters. In one colony after

another, the principle was established that taxes could not be

levied, or collected revenue spent—even to pay the salary of the

governor or other appointive officers—without the consent of the

elected representatives. ® Unless the governor and other colonial of-

ficials agreed to act in accordance with the will of the popular assem-
bly, the assembly refused to appropriate money for vital functions.
Thus there were instances of recalcitrant governors who were voted
either not salary at all or a salary of one penny. In the face of this
threat, governors and other appointive officials tended to become
pliable to the will of the colonists.

In the New England, for many years, there was even more
complete self-government than in the other colonies. If the Pilgrims
had settled in Virginia, they would have been under the authority of
the London (Virginia) Company. However, in their own colony of
Plymouth, they were beyond any governmental jurisdiction. They
decided to set up their own political organization. Aboard the
May flower, they adopted an instrument for government called the

“Mayflower Compact,” to “combine ourselves together into a civil

body politic for our better ordering and preservation-+-and by virtue

hereof (to) enact, constitute, and frame such just and equal laws,

ordinances, acts, constitutions, and offices -+ as shall be thought
O]

most meet and convenient for the general good of the colony---.”

050




Although there was no legal basis for the Pilgrims to establish a sys-
tem of self-government, the action was not contested and, under
the compact, the Plymouth settlers were able for many years to
conduct their own affairs without outside interference.

The large measure of political independence enjoyed by the

colonies naturally resulted in their growing away from Britain, be-

coming increasingly “American” rather than-“English. ”® This ten-

dency was strongly reinforced by the blending of other national
groups and cultures that was simultaneously taking place.

How this process operated and the manner in which it laid the

foundations of a new nation were vividly described in 1782 by

French-born agriculturist J. Hector St. John Crevecoeur. ® “What
g

then is the American, this new man?” he asked in his Letters from
an American Farmer. “He is either a European, or the descendant
of a European, hence that strange mixture of blood, which you find
in no other country+++. He is an American, who, leaving behind him
all his ancient prejudices and manners receives new ones from the
new mode of life he has embraced, the new government he obeys,

and the new rank he holds-:-. ”
NOTES

1. Jamestown  a village in E Virginia: first permanent English settlement in
North America 1607; restored in 1957; &

2. Old Dominion the state of Virginia (used as a nick name) (1770—
1780); 3B R ILH 5 %

3. Puritan  a member of a group of Protestants that arose in the 16th centu-
ry within the Church of English, demanding the simplification of doctrine
and worship, and greater strictness in religious discipline; 1§ #f

4. protestantization protestantize refers to convert or cause to conform to

Protestantism which is the religion of Protestants. Protestant refers to any

e § e



