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Preface

With China s entry into the WTO, all of us, especially
young people, are facing great opportunities as well as challen-
ges. With the continuous and rapid development of the econe-
my of our country and its gradual expansion of the opening
range to the outside world, there is increasing intercourse be-
tween China and many foreign countries of the world. As is
known to all, English is the most widely used in the world
nowadays. More and more people are realizing the importance
of mastering the English language.

Based on the above consideration, we have compiled this
series of A TRUE ENGLISH CLASSROCM for middle scheol
students. The book is arranged for students desiring to im-
prove their understanding and mastering of what they are stud-
ying in their English classes. The aim of this book is to familiar-
ize students with a completely new way of learning English—
trying to understand the language directly by means of English
explanation. We think this new way of learning will greatly
benefit the readers of this series.

Compiling such a book is a completely new attempt. We
sincerely hope to hear comments, even criticism from our
readers, which we think will surely help to improve this se-
ries.

Yang Fangzheng
In Wuhan, Hubei
2 August, 2002
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r= | .Background knowledge ( # %471 A~)

The original meaning of holiday was holy day or a religious day for celebration.
Today , the meaning is simply a day when people do not work. Americzns also have
days of special meaning which are not holidays.

January 1 is New Year’s Day. The night before is called New Year’s Eve. On
this night, people gather for parties as they wait for the new vear to begin after 12 p. m.
On New Year's Day, families enjoy watching university football games to find the na-
tional champion. Martin Luther King Day is on the 3rd Monday in January. This fa-
mous black American gave the speech,”[ Have a Dream. ” This speech is important for
it is about all races in America being equal.

February 14 is Valentine® s Day. A valentine is a very colodful card given to a lov-
er. Gifts are given to one person they love, often flowers for women and tie or a book
for a man. February 12 ( Abraham Lincoln’ s birthday ) and February 22 ( George
Washington' s birthday) are celebrated together on the Monday between these two
days. It is called President’s Day.

March 17 is Saint Patrick® s Day. Patrick was the ltalian priest who brought Chris-
tian teachings to Ireland and Furope. On this day, school students must wear green,
the color of Treland. 1f they do not, they can be pinched by their classmates. Al the
end of March, schools give students a one week holiday called Spring Vacation.

April is the month of the Jewish Passover where the Jewish people escaped from E-

gypt where they were held as slaves. Faster is the holiday that has many traditions. It

.1
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Unit 1 The summer holidays

celebrates the end of Jesus® life called the Resurrection. Children color boiled eggs
Lrought by the Easter bunny. Women wear a new colorful dress or an Easter hat. On
the fourth Wednesday, there is Secretaries” Day where workers bring flowers or candy
to secretanes.

May is known for Mother's Day on the second Sunday. Jt is the best day for res-
\aurants in America s mothers are guests for a dinner paid for by the father or married
children. The last holiday is Memorial Day where families go 10 cemeteries to honor an-
ceslors,

* June is known for Father’ s Day on the third Sunday. This time the father is the
honored person for the day.

July has the most important political holiday called Independence Day. U is elways
on July 4 and remembers the same day in 1776 when America won the war with Eng-
land. The Declaration of Independence written by Thomas Jefferson was an important
paper at this time. Chinese firecrackers and eolorful rockets are important in this cele-
bration every year.

August has no important holidays. Children have their summer holidays in August.
Parents spend much money on school clothes so children are interested in shopping at
this time. Peneils, pens, notebooks, backpacks, and a colorful lunch box are necessa-
1y for all children.

September honors all workers on Labor Day on the first Monday. The weather is
very good everywhere so many businesses invite their workers to have a picnic at &
park. The children play many games together. The parents bring a lunch of fried chick-
en, brown beans, potatoes, fruit (apples, oranges or bananas), drink (milk, fruit
juice, or a soft drink) and cookies, pies, or cakes. It is a wonderful family time each
)"Hﬂr.

October 31 is Halloween. This holiday is for children to dress in costumes that
look very scary. They often dress as witches, ghosts, or other characters. Some wear
masks of important people like movie stars or presidents. They go to each house and ask
for candy by saying “Trick or Treal. ™ Every family gives candy as a treat, but if they
du not, the children might do & trick like putting seap on a window or letting air out of
a tire.

November has Veteran” s Day on November 11 to honor soldiers. The fourth
Thursday is Thanksgiving, a time to remember the first Americans who survived a hard
winter. Local Indians brought them food and they gave thanks to God for the harvest
season. Now families give thanks to God for many things.

December has Christmas on December 25. This is the best family holiday, similar
ta Spring Festival in China, It remembers the birth of Jesus Christ. Many gifts are given
each family member. The music of this season is the best of the year. All the houses

are decoraled inside and out with beautiful colored lights. A Christmas tree is the center

. 2.
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of attention in the living room.

7 ]| Studying aims and demands( ¥ 9 845 % X%)

1. Words and phrases( #i54-42:%)

Waords and phrases # Lesson Demands

introduce ; practice ; go away |
well {n. ) ;dark {n. );go on doing;result;as a re- | I,.? four = skill
sult s state s the Stales l ! [ty
physics ; chemistry ; biology ; geography l'
pariner ;opinion ;in one’ s opinion il» L1
vacation; general ; general idea; dawn ; wheat; employ; | L.2 i three —alull
area ; pump ; channel ;heer ; regards \ ‘ (=
expression L.3 i

‘e . L.
Harr‘\', Bob; oral I two -~ skill
Charlie L.2 ] (4
Steve L3 ‘ =

2. Useful expressions( ¥ f #]42)
introduce sh. 10 sh.
be off
ask about
for the first time
in the same class
by the way
prefer A to B
find out
at the heginning of
from dawn until dark
3. Patterns( & #)
1150 + auxiliary/modal verb + subject
e. g So was my friend Bob White.
23{Tbe) + adi. + to do/doing
e g (D(1t" =} Nice to meet you.
@ 1t" s been) Nive meeling you.
3lsubject + be + adr.
e g 1 must be off now.

EEORES | I



Unit 1 The summer holidays

4, Grammar (% %)
Revision of question forms in different tenses
Who is that hoy over there?
What do you know about Bob White?
Which school did he go to last year?
Which school does he go to now?
Which subject is he going to study this term?
What was he doing at this time last week?
How many Chinese words has he leamt?
5, Daily expressions in communication( 8 % % Fr74&)
Greetings/ farewells
Hello/Hi. Nice to meet you.
1"l introduce you. Bye. See you soon.
I must go/be ofi/be leaving now. Give one's regards/best wishes/love 1o . ..
6. Use of language( & =iz Jf)
Using what you have leamnt in the unit, accompolish listening ,speaking , writ-
ing tasks and fully understand the reading text “The summer holidays™ . Try to finish

the exercises provided for by texts and leam about the formal of letters.

7 Il . Key word study( & 530 T k)
|. introduce

t. 1) to maka known for the first lime to each other or someone else, esp. by telling
two people each other’s names
. g. (I Have vou two been introduced?
(@) Let me introduced mysell: my name is ( John) Simpson.
2} 1o bring in, esp. for the first time
e.g. Potaloes were introduced into Europe from South America.
3)introduce sh. to sh. else: make sh. known to sh.
e.g. (1 She introduced me to her parents.
@ I introduced John 10 Mary last year and now they’ re married.
2. practice
n 1)[€;U]a regular or repeated performance or exercise in order to learn to do
something well
e.g. 1 He's gone to foothall practice.
@) The student teachers are now duing their teaching practice.
3 I haven't played tennis for years, so 1" m really out of practice.
2)[ U Jthe actual doing of something( rather thar the idea of it)
e. g (D Tt sounded like a good idea, bul in practice it didn’t work.

.4



