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Thank you for making leaming not a job but a joy.
Thank you for making me feel valuable.
Thank you for helping me to discover what I do best -
' and to do it even better.
Thank you for taking away the fear of things I could
not understand — and persuading me that
I understood them after all.
Thank you for being someone 1 can always trust —

and tumn to when life gets difficult.
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It’s hard to be clever as to be a little slow.
Thank you for understanding all of us

and giving us the time and care each of us needs.
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Thank you for
persuading me that
[ was better than

I suspected.
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Good teachers can persuade their students that
learning is not an imposition, an interference, a theft
of freedom — but an excitement, and the key to a

greater freedom than they have ever known.
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A class and a teacher who have just defeated a
difficult problem beam at each other in delight.
The air is full of invisible hugging.

You have taught us to have adventures in our heads —

to search and discover, to live with amazement.
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Some teachers make passing exams and getting good
grades the only reason for learning.
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Thank you for showing us that it can be fun.
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A good teacher knows when you
are very sad.
Even if you haven’t said anything at all.
And lets you know you can tell her
all about it.

If you want to.
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A good teacher remembers being small —
and understands the terrors and
the Sadnesses, the excitements and the joys
of the shildren in the class.

If teacher really cares for her class,

it spreads.
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People often hurt other people
because they don’t understand
what it feels like.
You explained to us just how the

other people feel.
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Become good at anything and
you will love life more.
That’s what you’ said.
And it’s true.
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Thank you for showing us that we can learn from
failure, discover strength in difficulties,
tind love and kindness in our darkest days.
Thank you for giving us the courage to use our
minds as well and as honestly as we can -
and never be afraid to question.

Thank vou for showing us how 1o stand firm for
what we believe right =+ even when we are

Ed
shaking in our shoes.
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Whatever chaos reigned outside — we knew
we'd find order, justice and a chance to leamn

inside your classroom.

And tolerance.
And laughter. And excitement.
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Images of violence and of greed engulf us.
They hammer at the door.
But here we are safe.

In this small space we leam to value one another

to think, to learn, to wonder and create.
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You put beauty into my hand.

And that was my beginning.
You, as my teacher, gave me words, images, ideas
from which to build my life.
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Whatever | build, you helped to lay the foundations.
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There’ s sort of buzz in a happy, leaming

Ca

classroom. And we have it.
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You never shoved us up an unexplored rockface -

whether it was geography, history,
computer s}udies, algebra or poetry. Or real granite.
You showed us the toeholds and finger holds. You '

carefully guided us and made us feel absolutely safe ,
as we climbed. ‘
And when we finally reached the top,

you rejoiced with us at the view and the victory.
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A good teacher gives the best job —
like feeding the tadpoles
or watering the plants —

to the saddest person.
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When every detail of what you taught has
been forgotten, enthusiasm, encouragement and

kindness will remain.
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, Thank you for never being sarcastic —

the thing that baffles and bewilders a child.
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You hold“lfgliness and greed off — long enough for
us to gather strength to stand against them.
You show us the power of kindness,
of patience, of courage, of dedication.

You give us the chance to live.




