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A Guide to the Core Journals of China

The authors made bibliometric studies on over 10,000 Chinese journals
published in the People’s Republic of China, and they have selected the core
journals in each field from these journals.

The method used for selection of the core journals is as follows. First,
for every Chinese journal over a period of three years (1988—1990), a sta-
tistical counting of the total number of articles presented by the journal, the
number of articles abstracted by relevent abstract journals and the number
of articles cited by other related journals in the field were performed. Sec-
ondly ,a weighted mean was calculated for these three statistical figures. Fi-
nally, the journals in each field were arranged by weighted mean. Those
journals at the top level of all ranks were selected as core journals in the cor-
responding field.

Totally, 125 ranking listings of core journals were created, which cov-
er all the fields including philosophy, social science, humanities, natural sci-
ence, medicine, agriculture and engineering. The listings are included in the
book with a classified arrangement based on the Library Classification of
Chinese Libraries, and each listing of core journals is followed by a list of
professional journals covering the field . Each selected core journal is given a
bibliographic description (title and its English translation, publisher, etc.)
and a synosis. A title index appears at the end of the book.

The book has been highly evaluated by a committee of experts orga-
nized by the China Society of Library Science.
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