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Common labels and symbols in the dictionary

noun book, person, happiness
verb walk, write, be
adj (=adjective) good, blue, quiet
adv (= adverb)slowly alwayvs, nearly
auxiliary verb have,be
modalverb can.must
preposition in,on, at
conjunction and, because, so
determiner a,an,the
quantifier some, few, much
suffix -proof, -less
prefix anti- eco-
exclamation oh, hi, wow
pastt (=past tense) gave, hid. swam
pastp (=past participle) given, hidden, swum
past (= past tense and past participle) bought, found, lost

[C] countablenoun

[ul  uncountable noun
Il intransitive verb
[T]  transitive verb

(for an explanation of all other grammar labels, see p.8)

ox This symbol is found next to very common words which are
important tolearn.
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Pronunciation Symbols

pit U put
wet 2 ago
cat 1 cosy
run u influence
hot I see
day au  how
my @ near
boy €2 hair
low

bee k  key
do 1 led
fat m  map
g0 p pen
hat r red
yet S sun
general 68 thin
hang § ship
that

U3
an
auva

W

am
saw
100

her

poor
fire
sour

ten
van
wet
zip

measure
chin

as in sudden /' sad’n/ can be pronounced or not.

as in teacher /tiit{a"/ is pronounced in UK English when
followed by a vowel sound and not when followed by a consonant
sound. In US English it is always pronounced.

primary stress(the part of the word you emphasize most).

as in above /3' bav,

secondary stress (the part of the word you emphasize as well as,
but not quite as much as, the primary stress). as in abbreviation

, sl <
/3, brizvt' erf n/
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Introduction

The Cambridge Learner’s Dictionary
isa completely new dictionary for
students and users of English
throughout the world.

It has been written by a team of
dictionary writers with a strong
background in English language
teaching, who really understand the
needs of learners and the best way to
explain what words mean and how
they are used.

While writing this dictionary, we
have spoken to hundreds of teachers
and students in many different
countries, asking them what they need,
what they would like, and how they
would like it presented. This has helped
us to develop a style which is easy to
understand while giving enough detail
to help students understand and use
English with confidence.

One way that teachers and students
helped us was in choosing the words
we used in our explanations. We
already used a strictly controlled list
of meanings, but as a result of our
research we cut out even more words,
s0 now we can be sure that we only
use words that students are really
likely to know.

This dictionary was written using
the Cambridge International Corpus,
acomputerized collection of over
300 million words from ahugerange
of sources, both written and spoken,
British and American. Quraim has
been to include as many words and
phrases as possible, while keeping

aclear and attractive page. The corpus
helps us todecide which are the most
important words and meanings, and
tofind the most common patterns in
which they are used. This means we
donot waste space on rare words that
students are less likely toneed. The
corpus also helps us find natural and
typical examples to show how words
and phrases are used.

Another extremely valuable tool we
have is the Cambridge Learners’ Corpus,
several miilion words written by
learners of English. This corpus shows
which words cause the greatest
problems for learners. We used it to help
us todecide which words should have
usage notes and which subjects to cover
in our Study Section in the centre of the
book. In other words, the information
we show is there to deal with real
problems met by real learners.

The Cambridge Learner’s Dictionary
isavailable with or withouta CD-ROM
which contains everything that is in the
dictionary as well as some great extra
features such as spoken pronunciations
in British and Americanaccents,and a
unique thesaurus search feature so that
you can search for words by meaning.

We hope you enjoy using the
Cambridge Learner’s Dictionary. If you
have any comments about it, we would
like to hear from you. Our dictionaries
are all available for you to search online
on our website:

http://dictionary.cambridge.org
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How to use this dictionary

Each word has a part of speech
label {e.g. noun, verh, adj).
For a list of the parts of speech,
see inside the front cover.

Each entry begins
with the base form
of the word in blue.

When two words
have the same
spelling but different
parts of speech

{e.g. anoun and

a verb) they have
separate entries.

This symbo! shows
very commen
words which are
important to learn.

cltarﬂy tfeerrti/ NOM
official organization thatg
help to people who need it 'H fle will raise
money for charity. » A percentage of the
company's profits go to charity. @& MONEYHELP
(U] 1, or other help that is given to
people [ won’t accept charity. 3 m lu
kindness towards other people an act of
charity

(Eharity SHop UK (US thrift shop) noun Icl a
ahn;\ which sells goods given by the public,

! Jothes, to make money for a partic
ular charity

GANIZATION] [C, Ul an
s money, food, ¢

I\

Where a word has more than one
meaning, the most common
meaning is shown first.

Words which have

several meanings
have i6U
to help you find the
meaning you are
looking for.

Some words (compounds) are made of two or more
separate words. They are found in alphabetical order,

(=which part of the word you should emphasize when

i
| ignoring the spaces between words. The stress pattern
i

you say it) is shown on the word.

\ »*promise¥ 'promis/ verd 1 | to say thatyol
p

Bpromise®

hatsofmething
She promised
to write to me every week. « +n:th.m Paul prom-
ised me that he'd cook dinner tonight. 2 [+ two
objects] to say that you will certainly give some-
thing to someone They promised us a reward,
e  Grandma's ring was promised to me
3 promise to be sth I something promises to
be good, exciting, etc, p xpect that it will
b& good, exciting, ete. [t promises to be o really
exviting game.

USAGE

.\l]l-t’liillﬂ\ do som

promise

‘promis/ noun 1 [C] when you say
that you will certainly do something I'm not
.\'{H'{.’f can do it so I won 't make any promises.
plbre to do/not do what
you said that you would do 3 show promise If
someons or something shows promise, they
are likely to be successful. As a child, he
showed great promise as an athlete.

Grammar labels
tell you how a
word is used. There
is an explanation
of all the grammar
codes on page 8.

Usage notes based
| on the Cambridge

Learner Corpus give
extra information

t about words which

| often cause problems

| for learners.

Some words are
used as part of a
phrase. Thisis
shown dearly at
the start of the
definition.



How to use this dictionary

Phrasal verbs come
after the entry for
the verb.if there is
more than one, they
are in alphabetical
order Thereis a
Study Page on
phrasal verbs

on page centre 34.

Some words are used
as part of an idiom.
These are shown at
the end of the entry.
There is a Study Page
on‘idioms on

page centre 26.

When a word can be spelied another !
way, or when there is another word E

for it, this is shown.

Some words which
are formed from the
main word are shown

Irregular inflections of words are clearly shown, There is
a list of irregular verb inflections on page 748 and an
explanation of regular inflections on page 12.

osbuy? /bai/ verb [1] Fln get something
by paying money for it [ went w the shop to

buy some milk. » They their hr;ﬂéh
£14,000. = [+ two objects] ught me a camera
__for my birthday.
to buy part of a company or
wilding from someone else so that you own all
of it He bought out his partner Jor Ifnm‘{mn
buy sth up to q kl\ buy
( 1all that i

buy i noun a good buy wh
something good fora cheap price This coat was
a really good buy.

buyer "baia"/ noun [C] someone who buys some-
thing

buyout "bamut’ noun [0 when a group of
people buy the company that they work for

Words which are

often used together
{collocations) are shown
in dark type in examples.

Example sentences,
based on the Cambridge
International Corpus,
show how wards are
used in typical
situations.

Pronunciations use the international Phonetic Alphabet. Thereisa

list of these symbols inside the back cover of the dictionary. The

most difficult symbols are aiso explained at the bottom of each
page. There is an explanation of the pronundiation system on page 11.

osjce’ ﬁ noun [U] 1 water that has frozen and

become solid Gerry slipped on the iceand broke
his arm. » 've put a couple of bottles of cham-
1ane on ice (

m a bucket of ice to get cold).
to make people who have not
met before feel relaxed with each other, often
by starting a conversation
ice? /us/ (also US frost) verb [1] T
eﬁwart iced bun
iceberg /'aisba:g/ noun [C] a very
ice that floats in the sea 2 Seealso:

% Cross references show you where you can
§ find related information such as opposites,
{ pictures, study pages, and idioms.

All our explanations

use very simple
words. Where we have
had to use a more
difficult word than
usuaf, that word is
explained in brackets.

These labels show you when a word

skive /skaiv/ @ verh I, ngm not
go tu school or work when you should, or to
hool or work earlier than you should

noun €] UK ifijiimal someone whao

at the end of an entry. if 2 wordis not
formed with a regular pattern, or if its
meaning is noteasy to guess, ithas its own
explanation. There is a section on Word
Beginnings and Endings on page 751.

English.There is an explanation of

% is used in British English or American
% these labels on page 10.

These labels tell
you how formal,
informal, etca
word is. There is
an explanation of
all these fabels on
page 10.
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group

plural

no plural

usually plural

usually
singular

+ two objects

How to use this dictionary
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More information on using the dictionary

Grammar labels

When a word must always be used in a particular grammatical
form, that form is shown at the beginning of the entry or the begin-
ning of the meaning. Patterns which are common and typical, but
are not always used, are given next to example sentences showing

how they are used.

Nouns
countable noun

uncountable noun, does not
have a plural

noun which can be countable
or uncountable

pencil, friend, house

water, advice, health

ability, quantity, exercise
» You should take some exercise.
» 1do my exercises every morning.

see also Study Page Countable and uncountable nouns, on

p. centre 22.

noun which refers to

a group of peaple or things
and canbe used with either
a singular or a plural verb

plural noun, used with
a plural verb

noun which can be used
witha and an, but does not
havea plural

noun usually used in the
plural form

noun usually used in the
singular form

Verbs

intransitive verb, does not
have an object

transitive verb, must
havean object

verb that can be intransitive
or transitive

ditransitive verb, that
has two objects

government, class, team

» The French team are European
champions.

» Histeamistopof theleague.

trousers, scissors, pliers

rush, vicious circle, wait
» Sorry, I'minarush.

statistics, resources, regulations

mess, range, world

sleep, glance, fall
» Anna’s sleeping.

cure, hit, catch
» Fiona hit her sister.

sing, explain, drive
» Ialwayssing in the bath.
» Hesanga lovesong.

give,send, lend
» She gave me the keys.




9 How to use this dictionary

often passive verboften used in the passive allow
» Smoking is not allowed in the
restaurant.
oft_en verb often used with areflexive  defend
reflexive pronoun (myself, yourself, » Hecan defend himself

herself, etc)

If a verb or a meaning of a verb is always passive (e.g. inundate,
demote, affiliate) or always reflexive (e.g. brace, ingratiate, steel),
the whole grammar pattern is shown at the beginning of the entry.

always
before noun

never before
noun

always after
noun

+ that

+ (that)

+ doing sth

+ to do sth

+ for/of, etc
+ doing sth

+ question
word

usedin
questions and
negatives

Some verb or meanings of verbs are always followed by an
adverb or preposition (e.g. creep, flick, trickle). When this
happens, common examples of adverbs and prepositions used
are shown at the beginning of the entry or the meaning.

see also Study Page Verb patterns, on p. centre 42

Adjectives

attributive adjective,
always comes before the noun

predicative adjective, used with
verbs such asbe, seem, feel

adjective always used directly
after the noun

Other grammar patterns

major, basic, staunch

afraid, ready, done
» She’safraid of water.

galore, proper, incarnate
» The devil incarnate.

The following patterns can refer to nouns, adjectives, and verbs:

the word is followed by a that
clause, and the word that
must be included

the word is followed by a that
clause but the word that does
not have to be used

the word is followed by a verb
in the -ingform

the word is followed by averb
in the infinitive

the word is followed by a
preposition (e.g. for/of) and
thena verb in the -ing form

the word is followed by
aquestion word
(e.g. who, what, how)

the word is used in questions
and negative sentences

boast, assertion, evident
» It was evident from her voice
that she was upset.

hope, amazed, doubt
» 1 hopethatthe bus won’t be late.
T hope the buswon’t be late.

enjoy, busy, difficulty
» Ienjoy going to the beach.

confidence, careful, decide
» Ididn’t have the confidence to
speak up.

apologize, idea, guilty
» She apologized for being late.

ask, certain, clue
» I'm not certain who to ask.

mind, much, yet
» Do you mind if Icomein?
I haven’t seen him yet.
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informal

formal

very informal

spoken
humorous

literary

old-fashioned

trademark

UK
us
mainly UK

mainly US

also UK

Usage labels

used when you are speaking,
or communicating with people
you know but not normally in
serious writing

used in serious writing or for
communicating with people
about things like law or business

used when you are talking to
people you know well, and not
usually in writing. Some of
these words may offend people,
and this is explained in the entry.

a way of writinga word which
isused in conversation

used in order to be funny or
tomake a joke

used in books and poems,
not in ordinary conversation

not used in modern English -
you might find these words in
books, used by older people, or
used in order to be funny

the name of a product that is
made by one company, but which

brainy, freebie, goalie

examination, moreover,
purchase

prat, barf, crap

yeah, hey, eh
couch potato, snail mail

beloved, slumber, weep

gramophone, spectacles,
farewell

Coke, Hoover, Sellotape

has become used as a general word

UK/US labels

The spelling used in definitions and examples in this dictionary is
British English. However, American English is also explained
clearly, and where there is a difference between British and

American English, this is shown.

only used in British English
only used in American English

mainly used in British English,
but sometimes in American
English

mainly used in American
English, but sometimes in
British English

another word that can also be
used in British English

pavement, petrol station
sidewalk, gas station
lecturer, rubbish, nightdress

movie, apartment, semester

truck (also UK lorry)

s truck is used in Britain and
America
lorry is also used in Britain

s o A R AT Sy T



How to use this dictionary

also US another word that can also be
used in American English

railway (also US railroad)
railway is used in Britain and
America
railroad isalso used in America

O seealsoStudy Page UK and US English, on p. centre 41

All pronunciations use the
International Phonetic Alphabet.
There isa complete list of phonetic
symbols inside the back cover.

Many phonetic symbols, e.g. /p/,

/s/, /k/,sound exactly like the most
common pronunciation of the letter
they look like. Those that do not are
explained at the bottom of every page
of the dictionary.

Where more than one pronunciation is
shown, the more common one is first,
but both are often used.

British and American
pronunciation

Most words are given only one
pronunciation, which is acceptable
inBritish and American English. There
are some regular differences between
British and American English which
are not shown for every word.

The main ones are:

1 InAmerican English, ther in
words such as hard or teacher
is pronounced, and in British
English it is silent.

2 InAmerican English, t and tt
in words such as later and butter,
are pronounced in a soft way, almost
like a /d/ sound.

Where there is abig difference between
British and American pronunciation,
both forms are shown. The symbol @9
isshown before an American
pronunciation, e.g. schedule

/' fedjul @s 'skedzwil/

Stress patterns

Stress patterns show you which parts
of the word you should emphasize
when you say them.

/'l shows the main emphasis ona word.
For example, in the word picture
/'piktfo/, you should emphasize the
first part, and in the word deny
/dr'nai/ you should emphasize the
second part.

~—

/] shows the second most important
emphasis on the word. For example,
inthe word submarine / sabmar'i:n/,
the main emphasis is on the last part
of the word, but youshould also
emphasize the first part of the
wordslightly.

Compound words (words made of two or
more separate words) have their stress
patterns shown on them. For example in
the word cass'ette re,corder, themain
empbhasis is on the second part of the
first word, but you should also empha-
size the second part of the second word
slightly.

Strong forms and weak forms

Some common words (e.g. and, them; of)
have strong forms and weak forms.
The weak forms are more Common.

For example, in the sentence ‘I saw
them leave.’, the weak form /dam/
would be used. ’

The strong form is used when you want
to emphasize the word. For instance, in
the sentence ‘They said they saw me, but
Ididn’t seethem., the strong form
/38em/ would be used.
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Regular inflections

All inflections (e.g. plurals, past tenses)
that are not regular (= arenot formed in
the usual way) are shown at theentry
for the word. The regular way of
forming inflections is shown below.

Nouns

Most nouns form their plurals by
adding -s

» chair, chairs » plate, plates

Nouns which end in -s, ~ss, —ch,
-x, and -z, make their plurals by
adding -es

» mass, masses  » match, matches

Nouns which end in a consonant

(eg.m, t, p) + -y, form their plurals by

taking away the -y and adding -ies

» baby, babies » university,
universities

Adjectives

see also Study Page Adjectives, on
p.centre 18

The comparative form of adjectives is
used to show that someone or something
has more of a particular quality than
someone or something else. Tomake the
regular comparative form, you either
add -er to the end of the adjective, or use
the word more before it.

The superlative form of adjectives is
used to show that someone or something
has more of a particular quality than
anyone or anything else. To make the
regular superlative form, you either

add -est to the end of the adjective,

or use the word most before it.

One-syliable adjectives usually form their
comparative and superlative

with —er and-est

» small, smaller, smallest

Two-syllable adjectives can all form their
comparative and superlative

with more and most.

» complex, more complex, most complex

Some two-syllable adjectives can use
-er and —est too. The most common
of these are:
u adjectivesendingin -y and -ow,
» happy, noisy, shallow
a adjectives ending in-le,
» able, noble, simple
= some other common two-syllable
adjectives,
» common, cruel, handsome,
pleasant, polite, quiet, solid, wicked

Three-syllable adjectives usually form
their comparative and superlative
with more and most
» beautiful, more beautiful,

most beautiful

When you are using the —er, -est forms,
if the adjective ends in—e, take away
the —e before adding the ending

» pale, paler; palest

If the adjective ends in-y, change this
to-ibefore adding theending
» happy, happier, happiest

Verbs

Regular verbs add the following
endings:

for the 3rd person singular add -s,
or —es to verbs thatend in -s, -ss,
—ch, x,and -z

for the present participle add-ing

for the past tense and the past
participle add -ed
» pack, packs, packing, packed

For verbs ending in —e, take away
the —e before adding the present
participle, past tense, and past
participle endings.

» hate, hates, hating, hated

For verbsending in -y, for the third
personsingular take away the-y and
add—ies, and for the past tense and
past participle take away the -y and
add -ied.

» cry, cries, crying, cried



