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Unit One

A

Best Teacher I Ever Had

Mr. Whitson taught sixth-grade science. On the first day of class, he
gave us a lecture about a creature called the cattywampus, an ill-adapted
nocturnal animal that was wiped 01;t during the Ice Age. He passed
around a skull as he talked. We all took notes and later had a quiz.

When he returned my paper, I was shocked. There was a big red X
through each of my answers. I had failed. There had to be some mistake!
I had written down exactly what Mr. Whitson said. Then I realized that
everyone in the class had failed. What had happened?

Very simple, Mr. Whitson explained. He had made up all that stuff
about the cattywampus. There had never been any such animal. The in-
formation in our notes was, therefore, incorrect. Did we expect credit for
incorrect answers?

Needless to say, we were gutraged. What kind of test was this? And
what kind of teacher?

We should have figured it out, Mr. Whitson said. After all, at the
véry moment he was passing around the cattywampus skull (in truth, a
cat’s), hadn’t he been telling us that no trace of the animal remained? He
bad described its amazing night vision, the color of its fur and any num-
ber of other facts he couldn’t have known. He had given the animal a
ridiculous name, and we still hadn’t been suspicious. The zeroes on our
papers would be recorded in his grade book, he said. And they were.

Mr. Whitson said he hoped we would learn something from this
experience. Teachers and textbooks are liable to error. He told us not to
let our minds go to sleep, and to speak up if we ever thought he or the
textbook was wrong.

Every class was an adventure with Mr. Whitson. I can still remember
some science periods almost from beginning to end. One day he told

us that his Volkswagon was a living organism. It took us two full days
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30 until we had proved not only that we knew what an organism was but also
We carried our brand-new skepticism into all our classes. This caused
problems for the other teachers, who weren’t used to being challenged.
Our history teacher would be lecturing about something and then there
35  would be clearings of the throat and someone would say “cattywampus.”
If I'm ever asked to propose a solution to the crisis in our schools, it
will be Mr. Whitson. I haven’t made any great scientific discoveries, but
Mr. Whitson’ s class gave me and my classmates something just as
important: the courage to look people in the eye and tell them they are
40  wrong. He also showed us that you can have fun doing it.
Not everyone sees the value in this. I once told an elementary-school
teacher about Mr. Whitson. The teacher was appalled. “He shouldn’ t
have tricked you like that, he said. I looked that teacher right in the eye
and told him he was wrong.

Reading Comprehension

1. Read each statement and decide whether it is True or False:

1. The cattywampus was active in the night. ( )
2. The animal died out because it could not adapt itself to environment.
( )
3. I did not expect to get a zero on my paper. ( )
4. The rest of the class did not get the questions right as well. ( )
5. We did not feel doubtful about the cattywampus. ( )
6. The cattywampus skull was, in truth, a cat’s head. ( )
7. Mr. Whitson enjoyed playing jokes on the students. ( )
8. Teachers and textbooks never fail. ( )
9. The other teachers got used to doubts and difficult questions raised by
students. : ( )
10. Mr.Whitson’s lecture greatly inspired his students to hold firmly to the
truth. ( )
Vocabulary

I1. Circle the letter next to the best answer of the choices given, correspond-
ing with the meaning of the word or phrase from the text:

1. stuff{line 9) 2. outraged (line 18)
a. material a. uncontrolled
b. cloth b. extremely angry
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¢. food c. wild

d. nonsense d. stormy
3. figure out(line 15) 4. trace(line 17)
a. suspect a. small amount
b. imagine b. ancient remains
¢. calculate ¢. leather ropes
d. expect d. vivid description
5. ridiculous (line 20) 6. adventure(line 26)
a. foolish a. exciting experience
b. unreasonable b. dangerous journey
c. laughable c. strange happening
d. strange d. unusual event
7. period (line 27) 8. refutation (line 29)
a. stage a. opinion
b. division b. challenge
c. class c. opposition
d. mark d. counter-argument
9. fortitude(line 31) 10. appalled (line 42)
a. adaptability 7 a. shocked
b. purpose bh. frightened
c. determinaton c. terrified
d. persistance d. amused
Write any appropriate prepositions or verb-completers in the blank
spaces:
| the firstday _ _ class, he gave us a lecture
a creature called the cattywampus.
2. Did we expect credit ___ incorrect answers? -
3. The zeroes _________ our papers would be recorded o hisgrade

book, he said.

4. If I'm ever asked __ propose a solution e the crisis

_ our schools, it will be Mr. Whitson.

5. Mr. Whitson’ s class gave me and my classmates something just as

important:thecourage ____ look people the eye and tell

them they are wrong.



B

What Makes a Teacher ?

It is customary for adults to forget how hard and dull and long school is.
The learning by memory of all the basic things one must know is a most incred-
ible and unending effort. Learning to read is probably the most difficult and
revolutionary thing that happens to the human brain and if you don’t believe
that, watch an illiterate adult try to do it. School is not easy and it is not for
the most part very much fun, but then, if you are very lucky, you may find a
real teacher. Three real teachers in a lifetime is the very best of my luck. My
first was a science and math teacher in high school, my second, a professor of
vreative writing at Stanford, and my third was my friend and partner, Ed
Ricketts.

I have come to belicve that a great teacher is a great artist and that there
are as few as there are any other great artists. It might even be the greatest of
the arts since the medium is the human mind and spirit.

My three had these things in common: They all loved what they were
doing. They did not tell, they aroused a burning desire to know. Under their
influence, the horizons sprung wide and fear went away and the unknown be-
canie knowable. But most important of all, the truth, that dangerous stuff,
became beautiful and very precious.

I shall speak 6n1y of my first teacher because in addition to the other
things, she brought discovery.

She aroused us to shouting, bookwaving discussions. She had the noisiest
class in school and she didn’t even seem to know it. We could never stick to
the subject. Our speculation ranged the world. She breathed curiosity into us
s0 that we brought in facts or truths shielded in our hands like captured
fireflies.

She was fired and perhaps rightly so, for failing to teach fundamentals.
Such things must be learned. But she left a passion in us for the pure know-
able world and she inflamed me with a curiosity which has never left. I could
not do simple arithmetic but through her I sensed that abstract mathematics
was very much like music. When she was relieved, a sadness came over us but
the light did not go out. She lefther signature on us, the literature of the
teacher who writes on minds. I have had many teachers who told me soon-for-
gotten backs but only three who created in me a new thing, a new attitude and
a new hunger. I suppose that to a large extent [ am the unsigned manuscript of
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the high school teacher. What deathless power lies in the hands of such a
person.

I can tell my son who looks forward with horror to fifteen years of
drudgery that somewhere in the dusty dark a magic may happen that will light

up the years...if he is very lucky.
(480 words)

Reading Times:
Ist reading _ minutes
2nd reading  minutes
I. Reading Comprehension
1. Why does the writer say that teaching might be the greatest of the arts?
2. What did his three real teachers have in common?
3. Why did the writer feel sad when the teacher was fired?
II. Let’s Talk!
1. How much do you like Mr. Whitson?
Do you think that Mr. Whitson is a good teacher?
2. Have you ever met a teacher whom you consider to be the greatest?
Say something about him(her) to your classmates.

PO J

A teacher who is attempting to teach without inspiring the pupil
0 with a desire to learn is hammering on cold iron.

—Horace Mann

{

Rebecca

Episode One

We came to Manderley in early May, arriving, so Maxim said, with the
birds and the flowers before the start of summer. I can see myself now, badly
dressed as usual, although I had been married for seven weeks. I wondered if
he guessed that I feared my arrival at Manderley now as much as I had looked
forward to it before. Gone was my glad excitement, my happy pride. I was like
a child brought to her first school. Any confidence I had gained during my sev-
en weeks of marriage had gone now.

“You mustn’t mind if there’s a certain amount of curiosity, "he said, “ev-
eryone will want to know what you are like. They have probably talked of
nothing else for weeks. You' ve only got to be yourself and they will all love

you. Ands you won’ t have to worry about the house; Mrs. Danvers does



evervthing. Just leave it all to her. She’ 1l be stiff with you at first, I dare
sav. She’s an extraordinary character, but you musn't let her worry you.”

» We drove through two high iron gates and up the long private road. We
stopped at the wide stone steps before the open door, and two servants came
down to meet us.

“Well, here we are, Frith.” said Maxim to the elder one, taking off his
golves. We went together up the steps, Frith and the other servant following
with the rug and my coat.

“This is Mrs. Danvers,” said Maxim.

Someone came forward from the sea of faces, someone tall and thin, dressed
in black, with great dark eyves in a white face. When she took my hand, hers
was cold and heavy, and lay in mine like a lifeless thing. Her eyes never left
mine.J tried to say something, dropping my gloves in my confusion. She bent
to pick them up, and as she handed them to me I saw a little smile of scorn on
her lips.

After tea Frith came in. “Mrs. Danvers wondered, madam, whether you
would like to see your room.”

Maxim looked up. “How did they ge( on with the east wing?” he said.

“Very well indeed, sir. Mrs. Danvers was rather afraid it would not be fin-
ished by your return. But the men left last Monday. I think you will be very
comfortable there, sir;it’s a lot lighter of course on that side of the house.”

“I'1l just finish reading these letters and then I'11 come up and join you.
Run along and make friends with Mrs. Danvers. It's a good opportunity.” Max-
im said to me.

A black figure stood waiting for nie at the top of the stairs, the dark eyes
watching me from the white face. We went along broad passages, then came to
a door which she opened, standing back to let me pass. There was a large double
bedroom with wide windows, and a bathroom beyond. I went at once to the
windows. The flower garden lay below, and, beyond it, smooth grass rising to
the woods.

“You can’t see the sea from here, then?” I said, turning to Mrs. Danvers.

“No, not from this wing, "she answered, “you can’t even hear it. You would
not know the sea was anywhere near, from this wing.”

She spoke in a peculiar way, as though something lay behind her words—as
though there was something wrong with this wing.

“I'm sorry about that; I like the sea.”

She did not answer;she just went on looking at me, her hands folded before
her.

“However, it’ s a very charming room, and I' m sure we shakl be very

-6 -



comfortable. I understand that it has been changed for our return.”

“Yes”.

“Then this was not his bedroom originally?”

“No, madam;he’s never used the rooms in this wing before.”

“Oh. He didn’t tell me that.”

There was silence between us. I wished she would go away. I wondered
why she must go on standing there, watching me, hands folded on her black
dress.

“I suppose you have been at Manderley for many years, ” I said, making an-
other effort, “longer than anyone else?”

“Not so long as Frith,” she said, and I thought how lifeless her voice was.
and cold, like her hand when it had lain in mine:“Frith was here when the old
gentleman was living when Mr.de Winter was a boy." .

“I see, so you did not come till after that.”

“No. Not till after that. I came here when the first Mrs.de Winter was a
bride, "she said, and her voice, which had been dull and flat, was suddenly
filled with unexpected life, and there was a spot of colour in the bony face.
The change was so sudden that I was disturbed. I did not know what to do or to
say. I could see that she scorned me, seeing that I was no great lady, but was
humble and awkward. Yet there was something beside scorn in those eyes of
hers, something surely of dislike, or even hatred?

I had to say something;I could not let her see how much I feared and mis-
trusted her.

“Mrs. Danvers,” 1 heard myself saying, "I hope we shall be friends and
come to understand one another. You must have patience with me, you know,
because this sort of life is new to me; 1’ ve lived rather differently. But I do
want to make a success of it, and above all to make Mr. de Winter happy. I
know I can leave arrangements in the house to you, and you must just run
things as they have always been run. I shan’t want to make any changes.”

I stopped, rather breathless, and when I looked up again I saw that she had
moved, and was standing with her hand on the handle of the door.

“Very good, "she said;

“If you find anything not to your liking, you will tell me at once?”

“Yes, " I said, “yes, of course, Mrs. Danvers, "but 1 knew this was not what
she had meant to say, and silence fell between us once again.

“Mr.de Winter said you would prefer to be on this side. The rooms in the
west wing are very old. The big bedroom is twice as large as this;a very beau-
tiful room, too, with a painted ceiling. The chairs are very valuable, and so is
the ornamental fireplace. It's the most beautiful room in the house. And the
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windows look down across the garden to the sea. They used to live in the west
wing and use those rooms when Mrs.de Winter was alive. That big room I was
telling you about, that looked down to the sea, was Mrs.de Winter's bedroom.”

Then I saw a shadow pass over her face and she drew back against the wall

as Maxim came into the room.
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Unit Two
A

Families in a Changing World

Families are changing around the world today. In the past, people
usually stayed in one place aﬂ of their life. They were born, grew up,
lived their adult life, and eventually died in the same place. They were
surrounded by their family: grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles,
cousins, and, later, nieces, nephews, children, grandchildren and,
sometimes, great-grandchildren. These large families composed of many
people and several generations are called extended families. In the past,
most families in most cultures around the world lived with their extend-
ed family.

But today more and more people live in a nuclear family rather than
in an extended family. What is a nuclear family? First of all, it is almost
always miuch smaller than an extended family. It usually consists of the
parents, or often just one parent, and the children. In some cases, a cou-
ble does not have children, so the nuclear familyconsists of just the
couple.

Nuclear families have developed for many reasons. When people im-
migrate to new country, they usually do not come with all members of
their family. They may come with just a few members or perhaps even
alone. So immigration is one reason for the development of the nuclear
family.

In addition to immigration, people in today’'s world tend to move
around in the same country much more than people did in the past. All
around the world, we can see a pattern of people leaving farms and vil-
lages to look for better opportunities, usually in cities. Again, when they
move, they usually leave their extended family behind. When they begin
their new family life in the new location, they will almost always end up
living in a much smaller family unit.

If you have a small family, it may be possible to enjoy a higher
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standard of living. A couple without children can often afford luxuries
that other families cannot afford—e.g., more expensive clothing, more
holidays, nicer homes and cars. A family with just one or two children
can give their children economic and educational opportunities that larg-
er families cannot afford.

Suppose, on the other hand, that you have five or six children. You
probably will not be able to afford to give them many luxuries, if any.
Your entire family income will probably be needed to pay for basic
necessities: food, clothing, and a place to live. Some of the older children
may have to drop out of school at a young age in order to help support the
family and care for the younger children.

There are clear economic advantages to having a small family.
However, there can be serious disadvantages also if it is a small, nuclear
family. The parents have a big responsibility to raise the children by
themselves if they have no help from other family members. Today, it is
common for both parents to work full time in order to just pay for the ba-
sic economic necessities of the family. When the parents come home,
they are often exhausted from a hard day at work. Nevertheless, they
have to take care of the children, cook, clean, do the laundry, shop, etc.

When there is only one parent, of course the responsibilities are
much heavier for him or her. They have to figure all out by themselves.
They just hope that every- thing goes right everyday. More and more,
People in nuclear families have been trying to creat their own extended
families to satisfy their family needs. They often try to develop a net-
work of friends and neighbors to be part of their self-created extended
family. For example, they may celebrate holidays together and, if there
are children, they may share responsibilities of child-raising. Your child
might go to a neighbor’s house or apartment after school on ¢« . tain days,
and then you would do something in exchange to help your neighbor out.
Many of these arrangements are extremely successful and helpful for ev-
eryone involved.

Reading Comprehension
I. Read each statement and decide whether it is True or False:

1. There are advantages and disadvantages to living in both extended and

nuclear families. ( )
2. An extended family is usually made up of several generations. ( )

3. Extended families can offer more material benefits to each child. ( )
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Nuclear families have to raise their children without the help of an ex-~

1.

tended family. ( )

5. Extended families can offer support to members in raising children.
( )
6. Children have many adults to help them, love them, and care about
them in an extended family. ( )
7. In the past, most people lived in smaller, nuclear families. ( )
8. People leave their extended families to go to settle in other places, usu-
ally for economic opportunities. ( )
9. Immigration is the only reason for the development of the nuclear
family. ( )
10. People sometimes try to make their own extended families to satisfy
their family needs. ( )

Vocabulary

I1. Circle the letter next to the best answer of the choices given, correspond-

ing with the meaning of the word or phrase from the text:

1.

cousin(line 8) 2. be composed of (1ine 6)
a. the child of one’s brother or sister a. consist of
b. the child of one’s uncle or aunt b. make up of
c. mother or father’s brother or sister c. combine with
d. parents of one’s father or mother d. form into
. generation (line 7) 4. in addition to(line 21)
a. 10 years a. instead of
b. 20 years b. as well as
<. 80 years c. except for
d. 100 years d. besides
. e.g.(line 80) 6. drop out of(line 38)
a. that is a. attend
b. so on ' b. leave
c. care of c. suspend
d. for example d. depart
. common (line 44) 8. exhausted (line 46)
a. average a. tired out
b. customary b. worn off
c. social c. played down
d. extraordinary d. uninterested in



