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1. Automation!

One of the greatest advances? in modern technolo=
gy® has been the invention of computers.* They are al-
ready widely used in industry and in universities and
the time may come when it will be possible for ordi-
nary people® to use them as well.® Computers are ca-
pable of? doing extremely complicated® work in all
branches of learning.® They can solve!® the most com=
plex mathematical!! problems or put thousands of un=
related facts in order.”” These machines can be put to
varied'® uses.!* For instance, they can provide!® infor-
mation on the best way to prevent!® traffic accidents',
or they can count the number of times the word 'and'
has been used in the Bible.!* Because they work accu-
rately and at high speeds, they save research workers'®
years of hard work. This whole process?® by which maZ=
chines can be used to work for us has been called au-
tomation. In the future, automation may enable human
beings®! to enjoy far more®® leisure than they do® today.
‘The coming?® of automation is bound to*® have impo-
ttant social consequences.

Some time ago?’ an expert on automation, Sir?®
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Leon Bagrit, pointed out that it was a mistake to be=
lieve that these machines could 'think'.!'! There is no
possibility that human beings will be 'controlled?® by
machines'. Though computers are capable of learning
from their mistakes and improving on their perform=
ance®®, they need detailed instructions® from human
beings in order to be able to operate. They can never,
as it were3?, lead independent lives,*®or 'rule the world"
by making decisions of their own.

Sir Leon said that in the future, computers would
be developed which would be small enough to carry in
the pocket,Ordinary people would then be able to use
them to obtain valuable information. Computers could
be plugged®* into a national network®® and be used like
radios,For instance, people going on’ holiday®® could
be informed of weather conditions; car drivers could
be given alternative®” routes®® when there are traffic
jams.®® It will also be possible to make tiny translating
machines. This will enable people who do not share a
common language to talk to each other without any
difficulty or to read foreign publications.*® It is im-
possible to assess*! the importance of a machine of this
sort,for many interational misunderstandings*?are caused
simply through our failure to understand each other.
Computers will also be used in hospitals. By providing
a machine with a patient's*®symptoms*, a doctor will
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be able to diagnose*® the nature of his illness. Similarly,
machines could be used to keep a check*® on a patient's
health record and bring it up to date!’. Doctors will
therefore have immediate access to*® a great many facts
which will help them in their work. BookZkeepers*®
and accountants®®, too, could be relieved®™ of dull cler=
ical® work, for the tedious® task of compiling®* and
checking lists of figures®® could be done entirely by
machines. Computers are the most efficient® servants
man has ever had and there is no limit to the way they
can be used to improve our lives.?]

(From Developing Skills,New Concept English)

Words, Expressions, and Notes

automation [9:'te'meifoan]n. H3hik
advance [od'va:ns]n. 33

technology [tek'ndladziln. F AR

computer [kom'pju:taln. 31EH

ordinary [79:dinsrilpeople —AR,ZHK
as well 1,78

are capable of #B

complicated ['komplikeitid]adj. H 248

all branches of learning &FHIRIEN]

10 solve fREGER. 3 solve 41 problem ¥
BEER.)

W 00 =3 O o N



mathematical [madi'matikol]ad . 22y
pute+in order ¥XPH

varied ['vearidiadj.fFfAS A

put to use fFHGER HEFCRBIES, BEe
Ay, R RIEE )

provide [pra'vaid]v. 4t

prevent [pri’vent]v. Bjik

traffic [“trefik]accidents ATHHIL

the Bible [“baibl] n. X & (& .7 414 Bible A, 57
JAEE i the,)

research workers WFRI{EH

process ['prousesIn. i

human beings A

far more TELH

do=enjoy EZQER . do P AE “R3pE", R
hid] enjoy,)

coming n. FiE

is bound to(do) —EL - (EE.EXMHAHSE, T
AR X3 .) .

consequence ['konsikwonsIn. B

some time ago AR

sir [so:1n. BL(RERLAN,AKE.)

control [ken'troullu. ¥kl

performance [pa'fo:moansin. ¥fE

detailed instructions JEHRIER

as it were fHF
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33 lead independent lives BMMTTE

34 plug [plagl v. EEHFLER

35 network n. JUIEM;ERPM; M

36 go on holiday EHH

37 alternative [9o:1'tornativ] adj, ATHEER

38 route [rust] n. PEZR

39 traffic jams ZZ@EIHE

40 publication n. TP

41 assess [o'ses] v. fhit

42 misunderstanding n. {B4&

43 patient's adj,['peifonts] JHAH

44 symptom ['simptom]n. 1EJK

45 diagnose ['daisgnouzl v. #Uf

46 check n. KBE

47 bring--up to date fHe FEBITER e W
Rk

.48 have access to Tf|H

49 book-keeper n. iCHt

50 accountant [o'kauntontIn. £t 5

51 relieve [ri'lizv]o.(of) W8

52 clerical [‘kleriklladj. IEE RMM

53 tedious ['ti;djosladj. LRI

54 compile [kom'paillv. L&

55 lists of figures ¥FFE

56 efficient [i'fifontladj. ZEEN




[1] It is(was)--to(do)e  FEXAME 1, itRP
A FEiE (formal subject), RERLEE to(do)--RHEH X X iF
(real subject), P LEh S, B XFIR,
e.g.1.It is necessary 2o solve these equations, Bi%X
sHER.
2. It was difficult to operate this machine, X
BB REER.
¥ RBUHEERATHIE,
[2]---the way(in which).. EXRE P, in which
ELD
e.g. This is the way(in which) we do our experi3
ments. CXRRITBELRH L)
E A AEE in which RTFHIE,
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) 'Speed and Comfort

People travelling long distances frequently have to
decide whether they would prefer! to go by land, sea,
or air. Hardly®? anyone can positively® enjoy sitting in
:a train for more than a few hours. Train compart-
:ments* soon get cramped®and stuffy®. It is almost impos=
sible to take your mind off” the journey. Reading is
only a partial solution®, for the monotonous® rhythm'
«of the wheels clicking!* on the rails soon lulls!? you
‘to sleep. During the day, sleep comes in snatches. At
night, when you really wish to go to sleep, you rarely
‘manage to do so." If you are lucky enough to get a
.couchette'®, you spend half the night staring at the
small blue light in the ceiling, or fumbling'® to {find
your passport when you cross a frontier.'”,/  Inevitably!®
you arrive at your destination'® almost exhausted.?®
Long car journeys are even less pleasant,® for it is
-quite impossible even to read,On motor-ways?*® you can,
at least, travel fairly®® safely at high speeds, but more
often than not,? the greater part of the journey is spent
on narrow, bumpy®® roads which are crowded with
traffic’®. By comparison, trips by sea offer a great
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L27

variety?” of civilized?® comforts. You can stretch your

legs on the spacious®®*decks,play games, swim, meet inte=

resting people and enjoy good food always assuming,*®
of course, that the sea is calm. If it is not, and you are
likely to get sea=sick,*! no form of transport®? could be
worse. Even if*® you travel in ideal weather, sea jour=
neys take a long time,Relatively few® people are pre~
pared to sacrifice up to®® a third of their holidays for
the pleasure of travelling on a ship.

Aeroplanes have the reputation of® being dangevrous-
and even hardened® travellers are intimidated®® by
them. They also have the grave disadvantage®® of being
the most expensive!® form of transport. But nothing can.
match* them for speed and comfort. Travelling at a
hejght of 30,000 feet, far above the clouds, and atover
500 miles an hour is an exhilarating*® experience, You
do not have to devise*® ways of taking your mind off
the journey, for an aeroplane gets you to your destina=
tion rapidly. For a few hours, you settle back* in a deep
armchair to enjoy the flight, The real escapist'® can
watch a free film show*® and sip*’ champagne*® on some
services*®, But even when such refinements® are not
available®?,there is plenty®* to keep you occupied®. An
acroplane offers®™ you an unusual and breathtaking®®
view of the world®. You soar®” effortlessly®® over high
mountains and deep valleys. You really see the shape
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of the land. If the landscape® is hidden from view?,
you can enjoy the extraordinary® sight of unbroken
cloud plains®® that stretch out®® for miles before you,
while the sun shines brilliantly® in a clear sky. The
journey is so smooth®® that there is nothing to prevent?®®
you from reading or sleeping.'? However you decide to
spend your time, one thing is certain: you will arrive at
your destination fresh®” and uncrumpled.®® You will not
have to spend the next few days recovering from a long
and arduous® journey.

(From Developing Skills, New Concept English)

Words, Expressions, and Notes -

prefer [pri'fa:l(to do)v. FE
hardly adv. JLER I
positively adv. #i&Hs
compartment [kom'partmant]n. 43I
cramped [kremptladj, IREH
stuffy ['stafiledj, &Iy
take(your)mind off AHE

partial solution ¥R4yHYMEYL L
monotonous [moa’ndtenssladj. M{E{Y
rhythm ['rijomln. %

click [klikJo. wg&p

lull (1613, %%
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13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

in snatches [snatfos] MNilTataih
manage to do so {PEEXHEM
couchette [ku'fetln. (kZEH)EME
fumble ['"famblle. #E

frontier ['frantjeIn. HRH
inevitable [in'eviteblladv, R
destination [desti'neifonin. HEHL

exhausted [ig'zo:sstidladj. HEHRE -

even less pleasant EM ALREFE

miotor way n. KEH

fairly aodv. HX4Hs

more often than not 2%

bumpy ['bAmpiledj. HiBERRE
traffic ["trefikIn. FBENFTAER

a great variety[vo'raidtilof HFILRER
civilized ['sivilaizdledj. {EEH
spacious ['speifos]adj. FEHH
assume [a'sjuim]v. 48

are likely to get sea—sick TW[RES AL
transport ['treenspo:tIn. Ei%

even if conj. BJE

relatively few. B/ GERIHEIEY)
up to prep. Hik

have the reputation of [H.-TEH
hardened adj. BBIZFER)

intimidate ({in'timideit]o. {3
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grave disadvantage [EEHKIHE
expensive [iks'pensiv]adj. EHHH
match [meet{lv. HBLE

exhilarate [ig'zilsreit]v. {HEIN
devise [di'vaiz]v. A

settle back ESHRFMELT

escapist [is'keipistln. WIEWHEH
watch a free film show EFEHHBBEY
sip [siplo. WHEK

champagne [fjem'peinin. FiIRE

on some services 7EJLIREHES
refinement [ri'fainmant]n. HRBEYREMH
available [a'veilablladj. WHEAK
pleaty n. FZKRHE)

keep you occupied fH{RAHAMH
offer ['ofslu. {Hf

breathtaking adj. 4 AT/

view of the world RTEA/

soar [s2:]Jo. WK

effortlessly adv. A#HI1H
landscape ['lendskeipln. X5
hide from view v. BRRL
extraordinary [iks'tro:dnriladj. & AHEH
cloud plains KK =B

stretch out fhfEIH &

brilliantly ['briljentliledv. R EH
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