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Unit One

(A) DESIGN AND CONSERVATION IN THE CITY

The building of cifies is one of man's greatest achievements. The form of the iy has been and
akways will be, the pityless mdicator of the state of his civilisation, reflecting socety's

awms and ideals as well as the knowledge and resources of the age ." We have all been

conscious that “in the contemplation of a city. we have before us the most comprehensive of
the works of man ;" its sohd walls tell us of his stubborn will , its_fime facades of hus

success , s tuisted streets of his uncertainty of amm , the squalor of its stums of his de-

foat .1

Town and country are ir many ways very differnet from what they were when our ﬁrst volume

appeared “and it is often hard to know why when the reasons he deeply concealed be-

tund political or professional smokescreens ."*) Towns and cities are bigger, with more motor
vehicles and more pedestrians too, buildings are bigger and open spaces often smaller, rivers

and skies are polluted although environmental services have improved, fravel is quicker and com-
munication almost instantaneous . Despite our inventiveness, it seems clear that we sfill find it hard

to know or understand #hat spirtt of place *) that distinguishes one community from its neigh-
pour, one city from the next. Towns may each be unique, but only very few are memorable. If

you have once sat on the pink pentallic rocks of the Acropolis "™ you will remember the sen-
sation all your life, the very feel of the rock bencath your bottom , " the very slant of the sun-
shine, the exact tang of the wind, the precise drift of smoke from the steamship n the bay
bau’ing out to the C)'dades .1 Why? What makes a town, or a view of land or sea memo-
rable?

It is, if not easy enough , certainly not impossible to calculate how much accommoda-
tdon of vartous kinds is needed m a settlement of a gwen sue, or even i one that is
arowing, or how big and where the roads and dramns should be ."® But that is only the
beginning, concerning function and operational efficiency .\ What of M the spirit of
place, the mysterious perhaps indefinable ‘ something” that distinguishes one town from another;;

Paris from Vienna perhaps, or Oxford from Cambridge. How is that quality developed in a fown,
—— 2 —



and how is it retained as the town adapts to meet changing requirements? * Cities”, Eckbo re-
marks, ‘are scenes of constant disruption and change’ and, as Gordon Stephenson notes early
in his Abercrombie Lecture, ‘what has most value for man cannot be measured, bought or ob-
tained by force but must be given freely . . whether our manmade environment pleases us or not
depends on immeasurable qudlities which can be created only by artistic inspiration and dedica-
tion.” Followmng a sumilar Ene ™ £dmund Bacon argues that “ planning never was and never
will be a science’ and considers that * only through direct application of human will,
through purposeful design rooted i the realities of human perspecwe of the aty, will
vitality be restored to aly centres’ for, to quote Fckbo again, © Cities have thewr own
nature stemming from the nature of man .’

This special issue of the Town Planning Review is mainly devoted fo the consideration of some of
the immeasurable but important aspects of fowns and town building so that we may not only im-

prove our understanding of them, but also be in a position to improve the practice of civic design
and thus the quality of the environment. Apart from the satisfaction of purely functional require-

ments — and here cne is reminded of Lutyens ">’ that art begins only after function is fulfiled —

there are two important issues or groups of issues for consideration. One is about the nature or
degree of control thet it is desirable or necessary to enforce. The second concerns the balance be-

fween conservation and new development . Inevitably they are closely related. Whilst i the pe-
riod of the post-war euphoria_for redevelopment and the striving for a planned , func-
tional new world there was a very real danger of much that was loved and old, but
probably not terribly efficient, being replaced by shining new architecture , there is
now , as Bernard Felden notes , a very real danger of our gomng too far and trying to
turn hustoric town centres mto museums by adopting a policy of preservation at any
price, "™ a kind of national ritual, an inglorious fefishism. Cercumstances, ke fashions ,
dictate attitudes and what is seen as desirable and important at one level, perhaps lo-
cal or aty wide, when viewed regionally or natimally may appear undesirable or trw-
1al '3 Balance is important in these matters and, from his survey of conservationist thought,

John Tarn appears confident that with clearer perception or less emotional reactions we shail per-
haps soon begin to understand the problems of cities in new and more rational ways.
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1. The form of the city has been and always will be, the pitiless indicator of the state of his civili-
safion, reflecting scciefy’s aims and ideals as well as the knowledge and resources of the age
W RieS 2HER e E IR O BBR. CRREBIZIRER ‘
HRREBR, BRI S R BAHNETHIES,

(2] the most comprehensive of the works of man AR 2EHVOE

(.3 its solid walls tell us of his stubborn will, its fine facades of his success, its twisted streets of
his uncertinty of aim, the squalor of its slums of his defeat RN IRENIUEER T A
EABARNVET MENBRINIE TR S 8T ; BREHITOVMAREE TR T /830
NBENBIR: DRMENRREET T8 (90 facades ... twisted streets ...
K2 squalor ... =D GPIIEEE S “tell us”) .

_4_ when our first volume appeared 24K 1555 — &[0 tH 07 (volume 75X B8 the volume of
works)

.5 it is often hard to know why when the reasons lie deeply concealed behind political or profes-
sional smokescreens HEAPIPERAWBUS EHEW FORBMRRBEN, RIMEY
NEAT ABHL 2R EF L HERARNT EAR—E. (why X B BTS84 !
MIEINE EA—HFHRE.)

.6 that spirit of place  MIFFRER(spirit X ERISBYRNER)

7 sat on the pink rocks of Acropolis A2 71 3 758 HE SR DBV @55 (the Acropolis: &5
B R DD

8_ ... beneath your bottom  “bottom” T F R “EEE”, HAMER EARALN TE" o

9_ the precise drift of smoke from the steamship in the bay, bedfing out to the Cyclades FhE2
A MBTRENIROERATB S DA CMBBVR, (precise Tn “BINRBE",
FBIELY very, exact BRERMEER, beating out fo "R “TENIPE - " X BB the
steamship. the cyclades: FIEVERINOHD ,UTEZREH,)

101 Itis, if not easy enough, certainly not impossible to calculate how much accommodation of
various kinds is needed in a sefflement of a given size, or even in one that is growing, or '
how big and where the roads and drains should be A TEEEATEH(UNRFRRES
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STEMNMBE—RERROFEENR, ABEEE— T EREARHNERSEREE
BR/DEMEENER, UTE BEBUI LR BN KB NIIE, (9P one
£ settlement)

[ 1] concerning function and operational efficiency FREINAESSLBMAEMS.
[12] What of ... F"R“ - BIBEREAE?Y
[ 13] Following a simiiar line, ... SHGE—EB o

| 14] ‘only through direct application of human will, through purposeful design rooted in the reali-
ties of human perspective of the city, will vitality be restored to city centres’ for, to quote Eck-
bo again, ‘ Cifies have their own nature stemming from the nature of man.” RERIYE
oA AEES, BYE T A XA KEENN LB RS E8MLNELT,
ZEEIHPIIREES, BN, BSIA Eckbo IHE—01E, ‘HIHBEREF ALK
WHBEENR . (X2—EIEE D, only through ... HIBGFIRLIDFERE
BB, OPE—T wil R “&8&”, FT will 2B)501F, stem from "R “HEIR
F76)

115] Lutyens: REZBRRAN1869--1944) 1811 TIFBAER NI RFENRERZR, LY
BTN, OIS EDE #75E BEVRKIHELRARM

[ 16 Whilst in the period of post-war euphoria for redevelopment and the striving for a planned,
functional new world there was a very real danger of much that was loved and old, but
probably not terribly efficient, being replaced by shining new architecture, there is now, as
Bernard Feilden notes, a very real danger of our going too far and trying to furn historic sown
centres info museums by adopting a policy of preservation at any price  7EGY/SBEES KD
FRERANBRG— T8I 80, MSERMREARBFTERVE, SN AERN
BF2ANEED, Z0), BT BN RENRRENSOMBRATRA, MHESE

. [EBVBH, IEY] Bernard Feilden STSHIEVARKE, BRIMNEB AR T, EE@Y KB LT
BN ERGERAN S H . LEGHEENOWHPILER—T TEYIE.
(Whilst TEXX BRHIIEG, 7277 “M” ; euphoria: MEXRN, BB K

{ 17] Circumstances, like fashions, dictate attitudes and what is seen as desirable and impertant
at one level, perhaps local or city wide, when viewed regionally or nationally may appear
undesirable or frivial &RBTAAMENBBELGBEAMNTETE. ME—TEEHSE, T
EHZEMHER, 2UBNEZ2NA0, URMEX K ETEAFRERITFER
OJENBYN AR &S0, (dictate: 28 . 275, local F] city-wide BB levels)



Ex. I Mutiple Choice Questions
Drrechons : Read the passage carefully , then answer the followmg questions . Choose

the response which best reflects the meaning of the selection .

1. The twisted streets show that

2.

A. the planners aim can not be reached.

B. the planner is not sure what he will get.

C. the planner will certainly change his plan later.

D. the planner is not cerfain whether the straight streets are better or not.

It is not easy to know why there are differences between the present and past town and

country

3.

4.

5.

A. because polifics is more important than profession.

B. because politics and profession have handicapped the city planners.

C. because the city design is always strongly influenced by polifics and professional theo-
ries.

D. because polifics should not be taken into consideration first.

What makes a town or a place memorable is

A. its spirit.

B. its inventiveness.

C. its function.

D. its operatiorial efficiency.

According fo Edmund Bacon,

A. as planning was not considered a science, it will never be a science.

B. the nature of cities come from the nature of man.

C. city centres could obtain vitality through direct application of human will.

D. nothing except direct application of human will and purposeful design in the human
perspective of the city can bring back the vitality to the city centres.

Which of the following is true?

A. The improvement of our understanding of cities can help improve the practice of the ur-
ban design.

B. In the post-war euphoria, though there was a real danger of much that was loved and

old, the redevelopment and the planning of cities were still efficient.

. It is really dangerous to turn dll the cities into museums.

D. The success of city planning lies in the fact that they should have a clearer perception
or more practical reactions .

O

Ex. I Vocabulary in Context

Drrections :  Choose the definition which best fits these words or phrases as they are
U 6 —_—



used tn the selection .

—

A. determined
C. yielding

A. at the sarne time
C. in an instant

S R o o

SRR g smys d

. “Stubborn”(lne 5 , para.l)

B. changeable
D. rocky

2. “instantaneous”(line _ 6 , para.2)

B. dll at once
D. for the time being

3. “calcvlate” (line 1, para 3.)
A. figure B. add
C. result D. estimate
4. “retained”(line 7 , para.3)
A. regained B. suspended
C. preserved D. kept
5. “disruption” (line 8 , para.3>
A. interrupting B. beautification
C. breaking up D improving
6. enforce (line 7 . para.4)
A. define B impose
C. bdlance D. engage



(B) PRINCIPLES OF CIVIC DESIGN

" Designing cities is possibly the most difficuit of society's tasks. No one generation can learn by it-
self all that it needs to know about the job. 1t is too complex and depends on far more sub-
tleties than one generation can recogmise .” it calls for a proper balance between old and
new, a situafion in which buildings are not retained simply on the grounds of age nor desigm

condemned simply because they are new ™' In planning as in politics a polarisation of views
does litie good, yet at the present time there s a very real danger of constant confrontation
between conservationists and those planners and developers concerned at the socal and
financial costs of too restrictive a policy n terms of administration and delay i the m-
troduction of new or more efficient enterprises tto our cties ™ This can only ham the
causes of development and conservation which should form constifuent parts of civic design, in
which each has an important role to play .

The time has come to re-assess the purposes and principles of conservation and fo examine the
effect of the application of present policies, so that future operations may be better conducted.
15 appropriate that the list of buildings worthy of preservation be revised from time to
time to reflect changing tastes and the agemg of buldings " Many of the pioneering build-
ings of the new architeciure of the 1930s are now regarded as being worthy of protection and have
quite properly been included in recent reviews of the list. But 3f 1t is right to reflect changing
attitudes by listng additional buildings . may it not also be m order further to reflect
these changes by providing for deletions from the list? 1 why, one wonders, is it assumed
that taste will only change in one direction, and to become ever more preservationist,™®’ or
that there is some merit in the length of a list? If there is a single lesson to be leamed from our
conservation out look it is that excess can be dangerous.

We must know why we want fo retain a building or group of buildings, what economic or socicl,
including artistic, purpose will be served and whether the community can afford the capital and re-

current costs, for* decay laughs m the face of the man who, to steal its beauty , would
arrest it .’ There must also be @ process of determining whether the retention of old buildings

would be prefudicial 1o ™ new and rmore beneficial development, with greater relevance to °'
the needs of the late twentieth century, for it is not possible to direct development pressures away

frorn city centre conservation areas "™ whilst encouraging that economic adtivity that epitornises

city life.
New activities, new buiding types and new landscape forms reflective of our age must be wel-
comed into city centres where no doubt in time they will become the object of the conservationists
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approving passion, instead, as now, of his opprobrium. It would be possible to agree with Sum-
merson * that wherc radical replanmang is possible general sentiments regarding historical
associations should not be allowed to be an obstruction, (for they are) tm any case
JSugitive . ™ In the oast it was the practice 1o give some old buildings, like some old ladies, a
new face fo show how enduring and up-fo-date they were: now the reverse is the case ' and
old facades are supported whilst new buildings are put behind them. L]ﬁ’ support
mechanisms ™ for buildings, like those for humans, are expensive and only beneficial in excep-
fional cases: they should be used only rarely If this approach , which may be appropriate
with a Regency terrace of outstanding ment or perhaps with a building such as Coutts
Bank n Londoris Strand, 1s to be regarded as charaderistic of our time it surely re-
Slects our abnlity , conservation-dommated , to dream, like Alice in Wonderland, not
of the past but of things that never were ") And what will posterity make of today ,
when ° the atizen, uneasy n the present, afraid of the future, comforts himself with
the past(? *[15]
A fown is a living organism, always changing. lts buildings, the cells of its structure, need con-
stant repair and replacement if they are to meet changing needs and standards. Whilst they must
respect its traditions and well-loved landmarks, they should accept that the most pervasive tradition
in towns is change itself. Today's towns must represent their day as those we now preserve reflect
the architecture and civic design of times past. We should always bear in mind that it is often the
streefs, spaces and places in a town that are recorded in the memory of the beholder, rather than
the qudlity of the enclosing buildings, for, as Bacon remarks, space is not just a void but is one of
the materials of civic design.
The more we constrain fown design by rules and regulations intended to achieve balance, the
more difficult does the designers work become and the less likely is he to be able to fulfill the con-
ditions imposed upon him. Amongst frequently conflicting views, requirements and priorities some
compromise is necessary if anything worthwhile is to be accomplished. This compromise must rec-
oncile the aspirations of the forward-looking with the conservationists’ attachment to the past for
both are involved in the evolution of the urban environment. The past can survive only as a contri-
bution 1o the present; the present is but a stepping stome ' 1o the future, and it is in the future
that we will live.



