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One
“POOR MISS TAYLOR!”

Emma Woodhouse was beautiful, clever and rich, and had lived to
be twenty years old with very little to pain or trouble her. Her father,
a rich country gentleman, loved her and spoiled her. Her mother died
long ago, and Emma was taught at home by an excellent governess, Miss
Taylor. When Emma grew up Miss Taylor still lived in the house, less -
as a governess than as a friend.  This arrangement had gone on for a long
time: then Miss Taylor married Mr. Weston, a gentleman who lived in
the same village of Highbury. It was a large village, almost a small
town.

Miss Taylor — now Mrs. Weston — would not be far away, and
Emma would see her often, yet she felt sorrow for the loss of her friend.
Her father also disliked change of any kind, and he was very sorry to part
with Miss Taylor.

It was the evening after Miss Taylor’s marriage: Emma and her
father sat at their evening meal.

“Poor Miss Taylor,” said Mr. Woodhouse. “I wish she were
here again. What a pity that Mr. Weston ever thought of her!”

Emma smiled and talked as cheerfully as she could so as to keep
her father from sad thoughts; but, when dinner was ended and they sat
by the fire, “Poor Miss Taylor,” he said again. “‘She has done a sad thing
for herself. She would have been a great deal happier if she had spent
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all the rest of her life here with us at Hartfield.”

“I cannot agree with you, father,” said Emma; “you know that I
cannot. Mr. Weston is a pleasant, excellent man, and he deserves a good
wife; and you would not have wanted Miss Taylor to live with us and bear
all my fanciful manners, when she might have a house of her own.”

“A house of her own!” said Mr. Woodhouse. “What is the good
of a house of her own? This house is three times as large as hers — and
you are never fanciful, my dear.”

Emma replied, “We shall often be going to see them, and they will
be coming to see us! We shall always be meeting. We must go and pay
our marriage visit very soon.”

““My dear,” said her father, “how am I to get so far? Mr. Weston’s

house, Randalls, is such a distance. I could not walk half so far.”
“No, father; nobody thought of your walking. We must go in the

carriage.” 4

“The carriage! But James will not like us io use the horses for such
a little way; and where are the poor horses to be while we are paying our
visit?” |

“They are to be put with Mr. Weston’s horses,” said Emma. “You
know, father, that we talked it all over with Mr. Weston last night.”

Two
MR. GEORGE KNIGHTLEY

At this moment a visitor arrived. This was Mr. George Knightley,
an old friend of the famxly He was closely united with it becausc
his brother John had married Emma’s elder sister Isabella. Mr. nght-
ley lived about a mile away and he often came to visit Emma and her
father.
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Mr. Woodhouse asked many questions about “poor Isabella” and
her children. When these questions had been answered he said: “It
is very kind of you, Mr. Knightley, to come out so late in the day to see us.
1 am afraid you must have had a difficult walk.”

“Not at all, sir,” said Mr. Knightley. “It is a beautiful moonlight
night, and so warm that I must draw back from your great fire.”

“But you must have found it very wet and dirty. I hope you will not
catch cold.”

‘Dirty, sir! Look at my shoes. Not a spot on them.”

“Well, that is a surprise. We have had a lot of rain here. I wanted
them to put off the marriage because of the rain. Poor Miss Taylor!
That is a sad business.” _

“You may say poor Mr. and Miss Woodhouse, if you wish,” said
Mr. Knightley; “but I cannot possibly say ‘poor Miss Taylor’. Surely
it is fortunate for her that she is married — and to so good a man as Mr.
Weston, It must be better to have only one to please instead of two.”

“Especially when one of those two is such a fanciful, troublesome
creature,” said Emma, playfully. ““That is what you have in your head,
1 know, Mr. Knightley. That is what you would say if my father were
not here.”

1 believe it is very true, my dear,” said Mr. Woodhouse, I am
afraid I am sometimes very fanciful and troublesome.”

““My dearest father,” said Emma, “you do not think I could mean
you. What an idea! Oh no! I meant only myself. Mr. Knightley loves
to find fault with me, you know — in a joke — it is all a joke. We
always say what we like to one another.”

“Emma knows that I seldom praise her,” said Mr. Knightley, “but
I did not mean to speak unkindly of anybody. Miss Taylor has been used
to having two persons to please. She will now have only one.”
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