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oday, roller skating is easy and fun. But a long time ago, it wasn’

t easy at all. Before 1750, the idea of skating didn’t exist. That

changed because of a man named Joseph Merlin. Merlin’ s work
was making musical instruments. In his spare time he liked to play the vio-
lin. Joseph Merlin was a man of ideas and dreams. People called him a
dreamer.

One day Merlin received an invitation to attend a fancy dress ball (fk
H$EL) . He was very pleased and a little excited. As the day of the party
came near, Merlin began to think how to make a grand entrance at the par-
ty. He had an idea. He thought he would get a lot of attention if he could
skate into the room.

Merlin tried different ways to make himself roll. Finally, he decided to

put two wheels under each shoe. These were the first roller skates. Merlin




TEAEH s

was very proud of his invention and dreamed of arriving at the parly on

wheels while playing the violin.

On the night of the party Merlin rolled into the room playing his violin.
Everyone was astonished to see him. There was just one problem. Merlin
had no way to stop his roller skates. He rolled on and on. Suddenly, he ran
into a huge mirror that was hanging on the wall. Down fell the mirror,
breaking to pieces. Nobody forgot Merlin’s grand entrance for a long time!

(NMET 1998 4 A )

The text is mainly about

A. a strange man

B. an unusual party

C. how roller skating began

D. how people enjoyed themselves in the 18th century

-
EERAC, BR—EEEM. ALFPTUARZLFRTiL

WX EH. RAMAERETIFT @YX F, £ EN D roller skating

RmfTHmed, % CARAMARELE,

he easy way out isn’t always easiest. 1 learned that lesson when [
decided to treat Doug, my husband of one month, to a special
meal . I glanced through my cookbook and chose a menu which in-
cluded homemade bread. Knowing the bread would take time, I started on it
as soon as Doug left for work. As I was not experienced in cooking, 1|
thought if a dozen was good, two dozen would be better, so | doubled every-
thing. As Doug loved oranges, I also opened a can of orange and poured it

all into the bowl. Soon there was a sticky dough ([l 41) covered with ugly



R

TEXBHR

yellowish marks. Realizing I had been defeated, I put the dough in the rub-
bish bin outside so T wouldn’t have to face Doug laughing at my work. I
went on preparing the rest of the meal, and, when Doug got home, we sat
down to Comish chicken with rice. He tried 1o enjoy the meal but seemed
disturbed . Twice he got up and went outside, saying he thought he heard a
noise. The third time he left, 1 went to the window to see what he was do-
ing. Looking out, I saw Doug standing about three feet from the rubbish
bin, holding the lid up with a stick and looking into the container. When I
came out of the house, he dropped the stick and explained that there was
something alive in our rubbish bin. Picking up the stick again, he held the
lid up enough for me to see. 1 felt cold. But I stepped close and looked
harder. Without doubt it was my work . The hot sun had caused the dough to
double in size and the fermenting yeast (B££}) made the surface shake and
sigh as though it were breathing. It looked like some unknown being from
outer space. | could see why Doug was so shaken. I had to admit what the
“living thing” was and why it was there. 1 don’t know who was more embar-
rassed (L) by the whole thing — Doug or me.
(NMET 2000 “F B &)

The writer’s purpose in writing this story is

A. to tell an interesting experience

B. to show the easiest way out of a difficulty

C. to describe the trouble facing a newly married woman

D. to explain the difficulty of learning to cook from books

EFEHC, AMEREEARBELANTG AL, HiILEH
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ecision-thinking is not unlike poker — it often matters not only
]') what you think, but also what others think you think and what you

think they think you think. The mental process (if ¥ )is similar.
Naturally, this card game has often been of considerable interest to people
who are, by any standards, good thinkers.

The great mathematician John von Neumann was one of the founders of
game theory. In particular, he showed that all games fall into two classes:
there are what he called games of “perfect information”, games like chess
where the players can’t hide anything or play tricks; they don’t win by
chance, but by means of logic and skills. Then there are games of “imper-
fect information”, like poker, in which it is impossible to know in advance
that one course of action is better than another.

One mistaken idea about business is that it can be treated as a game of
perfect information. Quite the reverse. Business, politics, life itselfl are
games which we must normally play with very imperfect information. Busi-
ness decisions are often made with many unknown and unknowable factors
(JH %) which would even puzzle (F1ZX) best poker players. But few busi-
ness people find it comfortable to admit that they are taking a chance, and
many still prefer to believe that they are playing chess, not poker.

(NMET 2000 £ C )

The subject discussed in this text is

A. the process of reaching decisions

B. the difference between poker and chess
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C. the secret of making good business plans

D. the value of information in winning games

R
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8] Decision-thinking is not unlike poker — it often matters not only what
you think, but also what others think you think and what you think they
think you think, MIBA TR Z M EF 3, TAREBFREL LR
AZ — 1 KEF K John von Neumann, F&#X 5 R B EA LK H 8
b, ERAR SRR T SRR RGMEZ LK AL
A OHE R EA A R A FHAE R R HRAL, HAT L3
BBAE R AR T MAFE R T ER HEEH A,

ost people feel lonely sometimes, but it usually only lasts between a

few minutes and a few hours. This kind of loneliness is not seri-

ous. In fact, it is quite normal. For some people, though, loneli-
ness can last for years. Now researchers say there are three different types of
loneliness .

The first kind of loneliness is temporary (E B ). This is the most
common type. It usually disappears quickly and does not require any special
attention. The second kind, situational loneliness, is a natural result of a
particular situation — for example, a family problem, the death of a loved
one, or moving to a new place. Although this kind of loneliness can cause
physical problems, such as headaches and sleeplessness, it usually does not
last for more than a year.

The third kind of loneliness is the most severe. Unlike the second

type, chronic (&3] #) loneliness usually lasts more than two years and
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has no specific cause. People who experience habitual loneliness have prob-
lems socializing and becoming close to others. Unfortunately, many chroni-
cally lonely people think there is little or nothing they can do to improve
their condition.

Psychologists agree that one important factor in loneliness is a person’s
social contacts, e.g. friends, family members, co-workers, etc. We de-
pend on various people for different reasons. For instance, our families give
us emotional support, our parents and teachers give us guidance, and our
friends share similar interests and activities. However, psychologists have
found that, though lonely people may have many social contacts, they some-
times feel they should have more. They question their own popularity .

Psychologists are trying to find ways to help habitually lonely people for
two reasons: they are unhappy and unable to socialize and there is a connec-
tion between chronic loneliness and serious illness such as heart disease.
While temporary and situational loneliness can be a normal, healthy part of
life, chronic loneliness can be a very sad, and sometimes dangerous condition.

(2000 4 L7 5 % 4 D &)

1. The topic of the 4th paragraph is that

A. one problem of loneliness is a person’s social contacts

B. we depend on various people for different reasons

C. lonely people don’t have many social problems

D. lonely people don’t have many friends
2. What is the best title for the passage?

A. Three Kinds of Loneliness.

B. Loneliness and Diseases.

C. Loneliness and Social Contacts.

D

. Chronic Loneliness.
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xcused from recycling ([E]Yit F] i) because you live in a high rise

with a rubbish chute (3318 )? You won’t be for long. Miami’s

Mark Shantzis has made it simple for those living in tall buildings
to use the chute and recycle, too.

In Shantzis’ Hi-Rise Recycling System, a chute leads to a pie-shaped
container with six boxes that can tum around when operated. The system,
which fits in the same space as the chute and container now in use, enables
glass, plastic, paper, metal, and other rubbish to go into separate boxes.

The system is controlled from a board fixed next to the chute door. The
board has a button for each class of recycling materials (as well as for unre-
cyclables) . At the press of a button, a microcomputer locks all other floors’
chute doors and sets the recycling container turning until the right box comes
under the chute. The computer also counts the loads and gives a signal by
phone when the bex is full. And a particular piece of equipment breaks up
the nonrecyclables.

Sorting (432%) recyclables before they are collected saves the use of
expensive materials recovery equipment which otherwise has to do the sort-
ing. Such equipment often makes recycled materials very expensive, so ex-

pensive that tons of recyclables remain wasted. Shantzis believes his system




