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“Evervone’s wantep* in the big room,” said Phyllis®* as Mrs
- Watking opened the door. ’ .

_ ‘What’s it now?’ Mrs Watkins, a broad-bosomed wom-
"an with her hair tied loosely in a bum, was trying to
nurse® . her baby while pushing the ends of her blouse
- under the skirt-top. ’

‘Another meeting to decide if we evacuate.

" *My mind’s “made up,’* said Mrs Watkins aggresswely,
thrusting oui her lower lip, ‘and I won’t be talked out of
“it.5 Milk, or® I walk out.” Then, as Phyllis nodded agree-
ment, she changed her tune. I hate” to walk out, but
" I'm’a mother ﬁrst and last.® I hate to have those crooks
_ crowing over us.’” She lifted the baby- up and once more -

. pulled her blouse out.
. Phyllis nodded. ‘That’s how we all feel.” She went on
““to the next door and knocked, while Mrs: Watkins waited to
. hear how others took the news.? ‘Are you there, Mr Pat-
~ terson?’ Phyllis raised her voice. ‘Everyone’s waiting.’
. *All right,” came a muffled reply. “Walt till I've finjsh-
- ed this bit.,’x°

1, wanted — jAbME “HEARBERIER” W, Jun you are wanted at -

- fi% Phyl [f} “3E/5”. 8. nurse — {EAFME, ~w¢mmm Sedb
EHW. HmmiE “@$7. 4. My mind’s made up — BEEETRE. X
U fREFER mind; is made up EUMBHBARFREFEVHEMRE. S
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., %" 6. or — i otherwise, fk “FMR” @ ysb Milk, or T walk out g
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She knew that he was leaning against the window,
- holding up his book to get the last of the daylight. He'd
. “found a cupboard full of books, mostly works! of philo-
sophy, and he’d spent all his time in the bes1eged braild-
ing poring ()ver2 them. saying it was a good chance to
~educate himself. Now he certainly wouldn’t remember to
! coie to the meeting till the light was quite gone, till he
¢ . looked up and saw the stars sprinkled above the plane-
. trees of the square and, turning back to his page, found
-+ that night had blurred it all away.?
' She went back to the big room that had once been a
- ballroom and still had its mirrors mildewed but uncrack-
edf Two candles made holes® in the ‘darkness; the win- .
. dows were boarded up and night had already fallen with-
~in these walls, Except for the persons she had gone to
“"fknock up; everyone was present. Mrs Patterson, a lym-
.*phatic® woman going prematurely bald, was holding her
- small son Jim by the hand and taking no notice of7 his ~
efforts to tug away; she was swopping® ailments with Mrs
* Russell, thin and grey-haired, who was darning.socks and
v dartmg glances around all the while. Mr Watkins, smooth-
.+ ing his walrus moustache, stood near a candle, reading
*“a month-old newspaper. The other families were grouped?
‘along the walls, each a separate unit. Phyl’s own family,
the Tremames ;30 her small, wiry father and her large,
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* smiling mother, with erb for bnce quiet over® a piece of
: wood and some string. The Kings, in their uspal ¢rimness,
& patiently waiting; the le ises argulnss a'rfﬁlg( among them-
 selves; the Eatons cazsme?n in a corner, young Kate
ha.vmcr her hair plaited and Mr Eaton still making clothes-
// 3B, Fifteen families in all.2
o ' Mrs Watkins came in with her baby, pushmg her
o blouse-ends into place; but Mr Patterson had forgotten. -
é‘ - Phyl looked round at the groups, at the dim room- ' ;
= with its two flickering candles that failed to hght up® the
paintings on the ceiling. How excitedly they had all rushed .
‘into the blitzed hotel ten days ago. The lack of furni-
"ture had accentuated* the feeling of space, the contrast
with® the cramped rooms from which they'd come; Thenin
a few hours all sorts of oddments had poured in from local = -
sympathisers, camp-beds and mattresses, basins, buckets,
crockery, tins of food, a half-sack of potatoes, a coffee-grinder -
. without any coffee.:.. While Ted King, who was in
. charge,6 had gone round making sure that all the doors were '
securelv bolted,” all the ground-floor windows fastened or
blocked. And then, while the supplies were still being” .
brought along in armfuls, on handcarts, even in mg{or-‘ -
cars, the police had closed in. And though the squatters
~had refused to come cut and had managed to keep the ..
.. _police from getting in, they had been besleged fiom that.
~: moment..
oo Ted Klng went over into the space before the marble
v ﬁreplape. He coughed to draw the .others’ attention.? g
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: ~
~ tYfell, - friends, he said in his slightly hoarse Cockney

voice, ‘I’m afraid the news is as black as ever. We all’

£ hoped public opinion would wake up in time? to get the
' government down;® but it hasn’t. Most of'the other squat-
ters have had to give up.’* ¥e paused, dispirited despite
~his effort to get a cheerful note into his voice.
< My missus® says we're going, Watkins broke in,*
‘ruefully rubbing his nose, ‘and I can’t say I'm sorry. She

- we come from.”? '
- *  ‘Let’s hold out? a bit longer,’ said Hogan, a lanky
_ Irishman with a broken nose. ‘Or if we've got to throw
“in,? let’s bash a few of the coppers®’ on the way out.’*
" Nobody else said anything. They had all argued so

_ days that what they wanted most was an end of uncer-
_‘tainties. Tremaine moved uneasily, swallowed and thrust
"ottt his head. ‘There’s only one thing worries me,’** he said
: ‘})jaintively. ‘Will we be able to get back where we come

- glance on®® King.

- gharpness.
- ‘I wag a poor sort of room,” he pers:.sted, ‘.but bet-
‘ tern what some have to put up with."

*

- f “REE” M. 5. missus — @ mistress “%eE A" ZlFR BE “RA" R

to the coal-hole which we come from, Jefld SJEXHR, back 7Ry Ab{n R
M. . 8. hold out — Y RETRE# S throwm — Bt “,gzﬂ,{»@'

keeps blaming me for everything. Se back to the coal-hole

- ouch Yound their fears and hopes during.the last few

from?’ He looked round at the others, and then fixed his

~ Phyl felt ashamed of her father. ‘It’s the same for
everyone,” she said in a voice that annoyed her by its

1. Cockney — XA “AUAKMALHEANGE. 2 in time — WA
“BE”. 8 get...down —- to get down RRFR, Bk “HR” 4. giveup -~ .~

“oke?, B, broke in — ¥E{E “5EHHR”. 7. back..from — R go back -
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‘It was a stinking place,’ she interrupted vehemently}
and only now, at this moment of giving-up, did she scem

K to* realise just how ugly and confined their old quarters

had been. Even in its blasted condition, with boards and
sacking in most of the windows, with its thick dust’ and
its bare rooms, with its cracked plaster and its damaged
roofs, the hotel had been a new world, of breadth and
dignity, full of adventurous possibilities.

‘ ‘If only we could bash a few of them police* first,’
said Hogan. ‘If one of them dares to grin or lay his little
finger on® me as we go out; I won’t answer for* what
I'll be doing.

King looked round at them all, and made an effort

" to rise to® the occasion. ‘There’s only one thing I'd like-

" to say. We mustn’t feel we’re going out in defeat. The

. .shame’s on the government and the landlords. We’ve stooil

‘ up for ourselves. We’ve shown the world what all the talk

about caring for the people really means. We can all rot

-

~ when a house is lying empty and useless—-’ s
© ‘Okay,’® said Harris. ‘And who gives a damn?” No-
"ibody but ourselves, and we knew it all before we started.
. So what?’ \
b . “It’s not so simple,” said ng, warming up. ‘They '
' don’t like being shown up.® We've struck a big blow at
‘their rotten system, and they know it—-—
. “You're one of the comrades,” said Harris sarcastiaally.
You don’t mind if you go through hell as long as you put,

- Loand.. to —EHR—EEEN ATRHEHES, £ only now i&&'ﬁ‘lﬁ
Wi did seem ({4 seemed, X j¢ did B3 only now {83k k. 2. police °
. — B B AR R OYR, BT A EORR B R “s” 3. lay
w.on — to lay a finger on RURIHEHERMAH. KEWRE “ﬁfﬁﬂ!ﬂﬂﬂg({ﬂ

away before the sacredness of property is threatened—even .
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.~ the bloody capitalists in the wrong! — or as long as you

2 think you’ve done it. But we’re not politicians, like you

we’ve gone through hell® long enough to want something

f of the other thing.?

i “You took charge of* things here,” said Hogan to

* King, looking for a chance to blame and attack someont.
It was done by vote.’

‘ ~ Hogan laughed scornfully. “You worked us up,® and

What use to anyone but yotrself?’

defence;® but to her surprise” it was her mother who

. Jords have it all their own way® — throw us out and set
" us quarrelling among ourselves into the bargain?*®
“No, no, not that,” said Hogan. ‘I only want to crack
* them coppers outside, and Ted won’t let me.’

TE e
. W

worked better than Ted, show him to me.
. “I never said otherwise,” said Hogan. He smote ‘hins-
. 'self on the chest. ‘The fisst thing I reraember in all the
days of my life was the skirts of my mother on a wpt
nd - wmdy Wicklow' morning, and herself weeping, and e

olice. For then they were turning us out of the: farm my

= r“' -

ne’ve gone through hal — (O3E) @ ‘¥ 78 somethmg of the
other thing — ff “—KERIA" M. HEEHHBRILHEX. 4 took charge

% 6 speaking ... defence — HM{F “H T RPGTRRYE" BH “H&
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‘" we were fools enough' to listen. What use has it all been?

Phyl wanted to shout something rude. She stare'd at.
- her father, hoping to stir him into speaking up in King’s"

:s'que. ¢That’s enough, Mick. Are we gding to let the laad- .

reeping, and all the world weeping at the injustice-of the -
fm‘efathers ha.d held smce the creatlon, and still they’re - .

-1 put,,. wrong — puf ... in the wrong, ¥k &M .. ;Eigm” 2 o

: (ﬁtﬁ) e “AR”. 5. worked us up — work up “&ﬁj E;ﬁ”'

‘Aye, fair-play,’.said Watkins. ‘If a man could have A
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