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Note

This textbook has been compiled for those who wish to study the Chinese language.
U consists of two parts with 20 lessons each, totalling 1, 400 new words.

The textbook covers a wide range of aspects and knowledge. It attempts to provide
+he students with a bird’s—eye view of China.

The compiler has tried to avoid tedium in the explanation of grammar. He pays
much attention to the compactness of the language, Hence, only 57 grammatical points
(“.” indicales a grammatical poinl) are discussed in the whole textbook. In order
10 enable the students o expose themselves more often to the expressions they have
leurnt, these common expressions can be found in more than one text.

A variety of poems, proverbs, songs, riddles, etc. are interspersed throughout
the whole textbook. They can not only arouse the students’ interest in learning the
language, but also enable them to gain fluency in reading. The compiler has carefully
designed each text and a variety of exercises attached to it. Thus the students ‘can
practise what they have learnt again and again and have a sound mastery of the
grammar. "

Each text has been presented in the form of dialogues. The purpose is to em-
phasize the practical usage of the language and to enable the students to gain a better

competence both in their hearing and speaking.
There is a word list in each lesson. At the back of each volume a glossary is

appended. Some words are not given their parts of speech as they either remain
controversial or difficult to be differentiated. Each expression is separated by the

sign %//?. The word in the bracket { ) has a definite meaning, so it is not irans-

lated. Some words have more than one meaning and these meanings are given in the

textbook.
In the textbook, almost all the basic Chinese sentence—patterns have been intro-

duced. So these two parts can serve as a systematic study for the beginners. If
the students wish to further their mastery of Chinese grammar (especially the usage
of particle words) and to improve their listening and reading competence rapidly, “40
Intensive Chinese Lessons” are suggested after they have completed the textbook.
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#  Abbreviations

goun (n.)

position word (i).)
verb (v.)

auxiliary verb (v. aux.)
adjective (adj.)
numeral (num,)
measure word (m.)
pronoun (pron.)-
adverb (ad.)
conjunction (conj.)
preposition (prep.)
particle (part.)
modal word (mod.)
interjection (int.)

onomatopoeia (onom.)

SHRATFTERONS

Symbols used in analysing sentences

indicating subject
indicating predicate
indicating objects
indicating attributes
indicating adverbial adjunct

indicating complement
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Ceinese phonetic alphabet
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Table of consonants

b [p] p [p'] m [m]
d [t] t [t] n [n]
g [k] k [k‘] h [x]
o [te] q [te'] x [¢]
zh [ts] chts‘] sh (5]
z [ts] ¢ [ts] s [s]
¥ K £k
Table of vowels
i [i] u [u]
a [a] ia [ia] ua [ua]
o [o] uo [uo]
e [x] ie [ie]

£ [f]
1 (1]

r [z]

i [y]

iie [ye]



ai [ai] * uai [nai]

ei [ei] uei [ueil

ao [au] igo [iau]

ou [ou] iou [iou]

an [an] ian [ian] uan [uan] ian [yan]
en [an] in [in] uen [uon] iin [yn]

ang [ag] iang [iay] uang [uay]
eng [ag] ing [ig] ueng [uon)]
ong [ug] iong [yy] -

# oF A N

Rules for phonetic spelling

%ﬂ‘%‘i%‘ E’ \;ﬁ{\ﬁ}fi\'%%:?%%ﬁm io
While spelling the words “%=.% .3, H \"y?,ﬁ*ﬁ’\ %7, the

vowel “” is used.

#E UL B er, AMEHAENREZE X 1,
The vowel “JU” is written as “er”. While it is used as

vocal ending, it is written as “” .,

| 7640, AT B A B B RR, B A
While vowels in the “” column are not preceded by
consonants, they are written as:

yi ya ye ydo = you

yan yin  ydng  ying yong



u 785398, BT & LA B AR, G AR

While vowels in the “u” column are not preceded by

consonants, they are written as: \

wu wda WO wai wel

wan  wen  wang weng |

AT HAREE |, . x HORE, BAju, qu,
xu, i LSS, EXREE L n HEHHE,HRT
A lid, ni, '

While vowels in the “4” column are preceded by
consonants, j, q, x, they are written as ju, qu and xu
with the two dots on it omitted. But while they are
preceded by consonants 1 and n, they are still written
as lii and nii. :

i 765458, AERA B EYEE, B yu, yue,
yuan, vun, ik 5 & 9, - =

While vowels in the “ii” column are not preceded
by consonants, they are written as yu, yue, yuan and
yun with the two dots on ii omitted.
iou, uei, uen AT @EIw B E ey BHAE, F iu, ui, un, Hlde
niu, gui, lun,

While iou, uei, uen are preceded by consonants,

they are written as iu, ui, un, such as: niu, gui, lun.

‘e 3 .
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Tones
AFEFHONEREA, S AR TFAIOHFF LT,
The four basic tones in Beijing dialect are marked by

the following four different symbols:

() h (2)
P -~ . . il
e
¢/
3 4)

—
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