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AIRMAIL FROM...

Sydney — where biscuits go surfing! 1s part
of a series of books about fascinating countries
around the world. Each book is made up of
letters written by a boy or girl who lives in one
of these countries. You might find that their
English isn’t always quite right (unlike yours,
which is always perfect — ha ha!). So watch out
for a few mistakes and crossings out.
Sometimes in their letters the children use
words from their own language (just like we all
do!).

Although Sharon, who writes these letters,
speaks English, she does use quite a lot of
Austrahian slang words. But “no worries™! At
the end of each letter she tells you the
meanings of any strange words. You’ll be
yacking on like a real-life Ozzie before you
know it!
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Dear reader! 7// \

Graay and greetings from Oz.! How're yov doing?
My name.'s Snaron beresford and T live in
Pacramatta, which is in Sydney, Australia. At oy
school this term we re doing a special letter-
witting proect. Ou class teachec, Miss Dunbury,
says that becauvse of tre
Sy Dlymelts: 870 Sleryiig,
lots of kids around the worldll
Oljmpic ri:ﬂs be wanting to find out tons
wgms s more about Australia. She's ad
the cipper idea of letting us choose pen-pals and
write to them s0's -me,mj'll know all about Oz and
what it's like to live nere.
OK! Here goes! Tl
stact off with some info’

about me and my *Famil«j.
I'm ten years od and |40
cm (4 foot 7 inches) tall.
I've got blonde hair and
brown eyes and I'm faily
skinny. This is me!




I'm crazy about sports lespecialy ones you do
in watec!). And food! And computers! But not
aways in that order! 1 live witn My mom, Elen,
wno's a teacrer, my dad, Tod, wno's a sparkie,
and o dog, Dennis, whno's a Bit=er.

My dad was bormn in Oz but Mum only came here
from Engand about 15 years ago. Sre s still got
celies over there, including my litte Pom cousin,
who I've never met. I haven™ got any brothers
of sisters (aaanl). Bt I nave got loads of
mates (tjeah!). Trey all call me

Shazza, s0 yov can too if
you ie! Kim, wno's my best
mate, is from Vietnam. She's a
real sport, definttely the sort
wno would stick by me if ever 1




was in trovle. And she knows 1'd do the same
for rec! She lives about six hovses down from me
and we re both in the fifth grade at ou primacy
sthool in Parramatta.

My house is a bungalow and it's made out of
wood and bricks with a red tled roof. It's got a
huge verandah and a realy big backuacd that
goes all the way acownd . But best of all, out’
back, it's got a beaut’ swimming pool with a diving

board. Do yov have backyard swimming pools whnefe
you live? Loads of people have trem nere. They 're
pst the job when youve got a big garden and
stacks of hot, suny weatner. ‘f‘-‘"




for me, having that pool in o backyadd is
pecfect. Wny? Because I'm SR> ]
nalf-gai-hatf-fisn! Well,
that's what my oldies
say. They reckon I¥ be "
sprovting a set of fins any
da:jllmform_schoolmandaboy
surfing at the beach nearly every weekend. M:j
big ambition is to swm or dive for my coartry in
the 2008 Olynpics. Evenj ao, as soon as 1 get
home. from school, I put on my cozzie and do as
many lengths of the podl as 1 can before Mum or
Dad get back and tell me to get on with my
homework. And that's what I'm doing fight now -
‘fﬁslefrer'ro%g_ﬂluﬁshallmjmtum
Hhis mch fun!

I think that's just about
\i\‘.{{:—" enough for my :ir:;f letter,
5:;"' dont you? Today's a real

\‘::‘ stinkec so it's tme 1 was

%/.'I 1\ taking a dip n the pool.
1t write you again in a covple of days!

o 0.'0

Pest wishes,

6\\412:; you pen-pal from Parramatta




Hi aaain! Somj, I'm back M;d%! Mum's st had
a quck squizz at my letter. Sre coddnt help it
(sre.'s a cnalie!). She's noticed that Ive vsed a
lbad of Ozzy words in it and says T shodd bong
down their meanings for yo. So, hece goes:

Oz - Australia
sparkie - electrician 3
Bitser - mixed-breed dog, (bit=sa this an’ thatd

relies - celatives %’Z} @ @ /@\

Pom - Engisnh person
qippec - briliant
sport - ace pefson S/

odies - what younges sometimes call their parents
yomngies - wnat parents sometimes call their kids

arvo - aftemoon \

cozzie - swmming costume a ' ,//@ ),)
stinker - very hot day &\V//
squizz - look ’
chalkie - teacher

I write down +ne meanings of any more Oz words

at the end of my letters. You'l be speaking Strine
6 no time! On, hece's anothec: Stane - Australian!
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TaE#HA:
Oz— B X A|
sparkie— % L.
Bitser— % . %)
rellies— F B, ( £.4%)
Pom— & B A
ripper— &4
sport— *F /\, ’ﬁ}‘ A
backyard— ¢ &
beaut '— %4 3
oldies— % & X5
youngies— ‘1N %1
arvo— T F
cozzle— FF KR
stinker— K # X
squizz— 7

chalkie— %)
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Dearest pen-possom, P a

%
N

Gr'day spoct, it's Shazza with the :jaﬁer'—fr*or\n
Parramatta! Waddya know about 0z.? wel, even if
yov don't know zich about Down Under, NO worcies!
Cos, I'HnnkeljouanDLexperfinm_rteg! Creck
out my gdoe. pictwe: i
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Down Undes's what lots of people in Europe and
the. USA call Oz. Becavse to trem we're on tre
othes side of the earth ball. In other words, in
the Southem Hemisphere. Oz was ficst known as
Tecca Australis, which means the Land in the South.
Later on they settled for wst caling it Avstralia.
As well as being a country, Oz is a continent.

We re the lowest and flattest of the seven
continents and the oniy one that's all in the
Southem Hemispnere. We re also the smallest
5(3}6 . cortinent. But we ‘re il
really BI&! You covd fit all
of the British Isles into us
16 times! But we ve only got
about 18 millon people. Tnere
S ace o) milion people in Brrrain!

Most of ax people live in o cCities which are al
rear the coast. Our great big, hot, dry centre, which
we cal the "outback” lor "ousn®) covers about two-
thirds of the country and is more of less empty! As
wel as al that desect we ve got tropical forests,
tons of beavt' beaches and some mourtains fhat
get more snow than the Aps in Euope.

T draw yov a map so you can see all the
different parts of Oz, as wel as o major cities
and states and stuff. Lock out for my nouse!

N
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Rgrt, now hece's a question: wno got to Australa

first? The Ewopeans? Captain Cook

+he. famous

)

Aborigine.s!

British explorer? Nope! T+ was the
Just one fact from my piccy nistory of Ozl
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