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ABSTRACT

This book is the first research monograph about real water saving in China, and the
World Bank has provided support for both the research program and the publication of
the book. It includes ten chapters. Chapter 1 reviews the water crisis facing the world
population, the water saving measures adopted to overcome the crisis, the debates thus
induced, the understanding and practices of water saving, and the trend of future devel-
opment. By adopting a new train of thinking, Chapters 2 to 8 make through and system-
atic studies of the concepts, definitions and physical mechanism of real water saving,
water saving irrigation measures, agricultural water saving measures, irrigation and a-
gricultural management water saving measures, “resources-type” and “efficiency-type”
real water savings and the simplified calculation methods, application of those methods,
and potential of real water saving. Chapter 9 mainly discusses the optimization of mea-
sures for comprehensive water saving and yield increasing and the operation and manage-
ment, applying the findings of theoretical research to water saving practices, and pro-
vides simple and convenient operational methods. This book contains a lot of case stud-
ies and rich contents, and reflects some of the new viewpoints, concepts and thinking of
farmland water saving in the world today.

This book will be found useful by professionals of water resources, agriculture, so-
ciology, economy, ecology, etc, researchers, administrators and teachers and students

of institutes of higher education.-
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