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You have finally decided to go away from home for a new
lease of life for a short while.

But where to go? This may be the question you’ve been
asking yourself.

Having a holiday is like buying things. You should get the
best value for your money and make sure that you are buying
something you really need.

But it is always difficult to choose a holiday because you
tend to listen to advice from those who, more ofteri than not,
haven’t been to the places they are recommending you to go to.
You certainly can not try your holiday. You cannot even have a
preview of the room in which you plan to spend those wonderful
nights.

So you are lost at where to choose for a holiday. But the
best destination of your travel I can recommend is the big sky
country, Australia.
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Episode 1 Wanting to go

Conversation

Ye Hanmeng, an executive of a large company in Dalian, China, talks
with her friend, Zhang Yunyan who stayed in Australia for two years as a
postgraduate student at Monash University and traveled extensively in the
country, about her plan of a holiday trip abroad. But she is at a loss where
to go because she’s already been to many other places both home and
abroad on business trips. And her choice now is a hesitant one.

Hanmeng: Hi! Yunyan. Long time no see. How have you been? It’s been
over two years since [ last saw you.

Yunyan: Yes, that’s right. I have been doing fine, mate. How are you
doing?

Hanmeng: I am doing fine, too. But what did you call me? And your
English sounds a bit different from the way you spoke it. It sounds
new to me.

Yunyan: Absolutely correct. | have been away to Australia and stayed
there for two years.

Hanmeng: That explains it. What did you do in Australia? You studied
there or what?

Yunyan: Yeah. I studied there.

Hanmeng: At what university?

Yunyan: Monash University.

Hanmeng: Really? I have a friend studying there, too.

Yunyan: 1 didn’t only study there. I also traveled extensively in the
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country.

Hanmeng: Then you must know a lot about the country. Tell me
something about it, please. You know I have decided to take a holiday
abroad and have not yet made the decision where to go.Yunyan: You
have been working yourself too hard as an executive in that company.
You deserve such a holiday. I’d recommend that you go to one of the
most beautiful countries in the world and, that’s Australia.

Hanmeng: Why?

Yunyan: Australia is a unique island continent that even surprised its first
European settlers. It is also a delight for newcomers to explore.
Although the land itself is ancient, as are some of its plants, animals
and prehistoric art sites, the population is young and vital. The real
attraction of Australia is its striking natural wonders and harshly
beautiful scenery, but its modern civilization has its own appeal as
seen in the fascinating blend of European and Asian elements.

Hanmeng: What’s it like in terms of its geographical features?

Yunyan: Australia is the flattest of all the continents with only 5% of the
land more than 600 meters above sea level. It is geologically very old
and its landmass has been almost free from volcanic and earthquake
activity for millions of years. Mountain ranges have smoothed and
volcanoes have eroded. Rivers have cut deeply through long rocky
cliffs, carving great gaps and canyons.

Hanmeng: What’s the climate like there in general?

Yunyan: It is still the driest continent, though the northern part of Australia
is tropical and many pockets of dense rainforest are dotted throughout
the south and east of the country. It has few rivers and even those do
not carry much water. Vast deserts cover most of the
Outback.Hanmeng: How big is the country regarding the size of its
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territory?

Yunyan: The entire country is over 7.6 million square kilometers, nearly
the same size as the United States and twice the size of India and
Pakistan together; yet its population is under 16 million, almost the
same as the population in Shanghai.

Hanmeng: That’s amazing! Just that few people living on that vast
continent? ,

Yunyan: You are right again. Just that small population in that large
country and people really enjoy their spacious environment.

Hanmeng: All right. I will certainly consider your suggestion of visiting
Australia.

Yunyan: Please do. And I will come back next week to tell you more about
the country and help you make the decision.

Hanmeng: OK. See you then. Goodbye.

Yunyan: Bye.

New Words

1. recommend V. ¥

2. destination n. H i3t

3. executive n. ITBAR:; &8
4. absolutely  adv.  SEAHL; FEEMHL; R
5. Australia n. BKXF|E

6. hesitant  adj. K

7. mate n. A kit

8. delight n. ®¥; ftk: K
9. population n. AO

civilization n. 3CH

_
e
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11. landmass n. MR, [k
12. erode v. 127h

13. tropical adj. 7

14. dot v. A MAHK

15. Outback n. Wit

16. United States n. X[H
17. India n. ENfE

18. Pakistan n. EHHH

Notes to Expressions

take a new lease of life i B L E H#R{E& K

make sure that... HE...... s FRIE......

have a preview  FsEE—F

destination of your travel #&1T H i

executive of a large company  — %K KA A {4 H

postgraduate student  BFRAE

Monash University B R

travel extensively  FAUF

holiday trip R HWgAT

Longtime nosee. HAALT.

. unique island continent  H—J% ) &5 B K

. prehistoric art sites AT AT HE

. natural wonders and harshly beautiful scenery  HARZAT A2 LR
B B0 X

the fascinating blend of European and Asian elements FliER I Xb%
h—1k

. geographical features  HUFHAFAE
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16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

free from volcanic and earthquake activity oK L FHLE HE
mountain range  LIJK

rocky cliff &

carving gaps and canyons A Hi Y BRFTIRAS

pockets of dense rain forest  Ji /i SR F IR AR

spacious environment [ IR

Topics for Discussion

1.

What do you think of Yunyan’s suggestion that Hanmeng go to
Australia for a holiday? Is it the best idea? Why (Why not)?

2.  What do you know about the climate in Australia? Do you like it
there?

3. What impression do you have about Australia after reading the
dialogue? Tell your friends what you think about the country.

4. Have you seen anything typically Australian so far? What is it? Do
you like it?

Role Play

1. Suppose someone offered you a certain amount of money that was
enough to cover all the expenses of your holiday abroad. Tell your
friends where you would go and why you want to go to those places.

2. Imagine yourself to be Hanmeng. Tell your friends if you will make

the decision to go to Australia. If you do, what preparations should
you make?
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Episode 2 ‘Aborigines in Australia

Conversation

Ye Hanmeng who is an executive of a big company is now talking
with her friend Zhang Yunyan who has been to Australia. Hanmeng has
already known something about Australia in terms of the land and climate
of the continent. She is interested in finding out more about the country,
especially the Aborigines there.

Hanmeng: Hello, Yunyan!

Yunyan: G’ day, Hanmeng. Nice to see you again.

Hanmeng: Sit down, please. What would you like for a drink? Tea, coffee
or orange juice?

Yunyan: Coffee, please.

Hanmeng: Since when have you taken to drinking coffee.

Yunyan: Ever since the first day I was in Australia.

Hanmeng: How come you developed a habit so quickly?

Yunyan: It’s easy. You know the saying: when in Rome, do as the Romans
do. I tried it when I saw some Australians drink it. And I began to like
it right away, for it is as bitter as life is.

Hanmeng: Since you mention life, I would like to know something about
life of the Aborigines.

Yunyan: You will certainly know something. Talking about the
Aboriginals in Australia, I’d say that they were hunter-gatherers with
complex social and mythological systems. They consisted of hundreds
of small tribes and family groups spread across the continent, with




