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DEBRIS FIL.OW STUDIES IN CHINA—PRESENT
STATUS AND TASKS AHEAD

Ding Xizhi
Abstract

On April 15-22, 1980, the First National Conference of Debris Flow was convened in
Chengdu, Sichuan, China, This conference summed up the principal achievements in
debris flow studies and experiences in controlling debris flow since liberation 1949, and
indicated the furture orientation and tasks in debris flow studies,

Through scientific investigation, site ubservation, mode! test and experiment in con-
trolling debris flow,the distribution laws,formative mechanism, mechanical proterties and
moving characteristics of debris flow in China have been preliminarily ascertained, formu-
lae for calculating the velocity, discharge and impact force of debris flow have been estab-
lished; a series of practicable and effective measures to control debris fiow has been
summarized, All these have laid the foumdation of developimg the discipline of debris
flow,

However, the debris flow research was started later and its means are poor in China,
Compared with the world advanced level, we still have a long way to go.For this reason,
we should from now on quicken the building of the scientific and techmical contingent
of debris flow, and strengthen with effort the preparation of test techniques and testing
and measuring instruments, and academic and information exchanges so as to set up the
chinese debris flow discipline as soon as possible by use of the favourable conditions,
such as full types, high frequency and clear process of the debris flow in our country,
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