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PREFACE

English for USA Today is a course in spoken American English
designed for non-English speakers. This updated series features
entirely new dialogues and narratives written with an eye toward
the latest trends in American English, but retains the features of
previous texts that made the course so popular among Asian stu-
dents.

The scripts are combined with oral exercises, the use of
charts and pictures, realistic speech models, and notes on gram-
mer, vocabulary and usage to make a complete teaching and
learning tool. Each book is divided into ten easy-to-follow lessons
and covers a greater variety of conversational situations, with
grammatical structures being introduced at a faster but more
consistent pace.

The material, which is presented in two levels—junior and
intermediate—ensures continued reinforcement of the more fre-
quently used grammatical constructions. It has the added advan-
tage that students who only have time to complete the junior se-
ries can still benefit from a virtually complete exposure to the
grammar of spoken English, and are not left with the many gaps
typical of introductory courses. At each new level, students will
be faced with a progressively more complex structural and lexical
framework, challenging them to make the most of their Eng-
lish-speaking ability.

The entire English for USA Today series includes a complete
set of audio and video tape recordings for private study, and the
editorial team invites students to try the course, in the certainty
they will find they have begun to use a most effective tool in their
efforts to learn conversational English.
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LESSON'1 ON HER OWN 3

DIALOGUE

In the Car

Jan and Doug are driving to the country on holiday.

Jan .,

Doug :

Jan-,

Doug :

Jan:

Doug :

Jan;

Doug .

Jan;

Doug :

Jan;

Doug:

Did you remember to pack the flashlight ? The power goes off

a lot in the country.

No, I didn’t. It was broken.

1 know, but you can never be too careful. Oh look! That road sign
says fresh vegetables are sold at the next exit.

Great! I love fresh vegetables. The vegetables sold in the city are
never as tasty. I'1l pull over.

Sure. Maybe we can find a store that sells flashlights too.

Maybe, but I doubt we’ Il need one. No storms are predicted for
this week.

Let’ s turn off the air conditioner and roll down the windows. The
country air is so fresh and clean.

This is going to be a great week. Fresh vegetables, fresh fruit,
fresh air. Boy, are we going to have a great time!

Yes, no pollution and no noise. Just peace and quiet,

Well, here’ s the turn-off for the vegetable stand. I hope they have
fresh corn.

Oh yes, fresh corn and plump red tomatoes.

Oh no! I hope they have a mechanic too. I think we have a flat
fire.
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LESSON 1

EXERCISES

ON HER OWN 5

1. Passive Forms ( Transformation)
Teacher ; They auction antiques there.

S. 1 ; Antiques are auctioned there.

Teacher : We move furniture here.

S. 2 . Furniture is moved here.

Teacher ; We grow flowers here.

S. 3 : Flowers are grown here.

Continue
1. We park cars here.
— Cars are parked here.
2. They speak Spanish there.
— Spanish is spoken there.
3. We play games here.
— Games are played here.
4. They obey the speed limit there.
— The speed limit is obeyed there.
5. Wedon't do that there.
— That isn’t done there.
6. They grow peanuts here.
— Peanuts are grown here.
7. They don’t sell liquor there.
— Liquor isn" t sold there.
8. You can’t finish your work now.
— Your work can’t be finished now.
9. We buy lottery tickets here.

10.

— Lottery tickets are bought here.
You can’t make complaints here.
— Complaints can’t be made here.
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II. Passive Forms (Questions & Answers)
A. Short Questions
Teacher ; do laundry

S. 1 ; Do they do laundry here?
S. 2. Yes. Laundry is done here.

Teacher ; give reports

S. 3 : Do they give reports there?

S. 4 : Yes. Reports are given there.

Continue

1.

make arrangements
— Do they make arrangements there?
— Arrangements are usually made there.

. construct bridges

— Do they construct bridges there?
— Bridges are usually constructed there.
build cars

— Do they build cars there?

— Cars are usually built there.

burn garbage

— Do they burn garbage there?

— Garbage is usually burned there.
draw sketches

— Do they draw sketches there?

— Sketches are usually drawn there.

. drive cars

— Do they drive cars there?
— Cars are usually driven there.

. sing songs

— Do they sing songs there?
— Songs are usually sung there.
watch movies
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—» Do they watch movies there?

—» Movies are usually watched there.
9. waste time

— Do they waste time there?

— Time is usually wasted there.
10. play basketball

— Do they play basketball there?

— Basketball is usually played there.

. Longer Questions
Teacher ; close the door at 7.30
S. 1 ; Do they close the door at 7:307

S. 2. Yes. The door is closed at 7.30.

Continue
1. collect old clothing for the poor

— Do they collect old clothing for the poor?

— Yes. Old clothing is usually collected for the poor.
2. teach sign language to the deaf

— Do they teach sign language to the deaf?

— Yes. Sign language is usually taught to the deaf.
3. work out problems together

— Do they work out problems together?

— Yes. Problems are usually worked out together.
4. announce the winner on the radio

— Do they announce the winner on the radio?

— Yes. The winner is usually announced on the radio.
5. record music in a studio

— Do they record music in a studio?

— Yes. Music is usually recorded in a studio.
6. deliver the mail before noon

— Do they deliver the mail before noon?
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10.

—»> Yes. The mail is usually delivered before noon.

. read books anytime

— Do they read books anytime?
— Yes. Books are read anytime.

. use dishwashers to wash dishes

— Do they use dishwashers to wash dishes?
— Yes. Dishwashers are usually used to wash dishes.

. sell flowers next to the park

— Do they sell flowers next to the park?

— Yes. Flowers are usually sold next to the park.
hurt feelings during an argument

— Do they hurt feelings during an argument?

— Yes. Feelings are usually hurt during an argument.

. Passive Used to Emphasize the Object
Teacher : For Whom the Bell Tolls was written by Ernest

Ll N

S.

Hemingway.
: Tell me about For Whom the Bell Tolls.
: It was written by Ernest Hemingway.
: Tell me about Ernest Hemingway.
2 : He wrote For Whom the Bell Tolls.

Teacher ; London has the oldest subway.

S.

=SNGV -

3 ; Tell me about London.

: The oldest subway was built in London.
: Tell me about the oldest subway.

: It’s in London.

Continue

1. The Shoguns ruled ancient Japan.

2. Portuguese is spoken in Brazil.

3. Vietnamese was romanized by the French.
4. Shakespeare wrote Hamlet.
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5. Michael Jackson wrote Dangerous.

IV. Passive Replacing Impersonal Expressions Imper-
sonal They

Teacher : chocolate — cocoa beans —make
S. 1. They make chocolate from cocoa beans.
S. 2 ; Chocolate is made from cocoa beans.

Continue
1. chopsticks —China —use
— They use chopsticks in China.
— Chopsticks are used in China.
2. cattle —corn —feed
— They feed cattle with corn.
— Cattle are fed with com.
3. books ~library —loan
— They loan books in libraries.
— Books are loaned in libraries.
4. sandwiches —the kitchen — make
— They make sandwiches in the kitchen.
— Sandwiches are made in the kitchen.
5. cigarettes - minors —don’t sell
— They don’t sell cigarettes to minors.
— Cigarettes aren’ t sold to minors.
6. wine ~grapes — produce
-~ They produce wine from grapes.
— Wine is produced from grapes.
7. bread —flour —make
— They make bread from flour.
— Bread is made from flour.
8. cotton —~Egypt —grow



