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Maire & Pierre Curle Chronology

1891 Marie moves to Paris to study at the Sorbonne.

1893 Marie graduates in physics with distinction. The
Alexandrovitch Scholarship enables her to study
mathematics.

1894 Marie meets Pierre at a mutual friend’s house

and turns down his marriage proposal in the
summer. She returns to Poland. She is back in
Paris in the autumn. Pierre is appointed professor
at the Ecole Municipale de Physique et Chimie
Industrielles,

1895 Marie and Pierre get married in Sceaux. Withelm
Roentgen discovers X-rays.

1896 Marie and Pierre work together at the Ecole
Municipale de Physique et Chimie Industrielles.

Henri Becquerel discovers ‘Becquerel rays’.

1897 Iréne is born. Marie starts her dissertation on
radiation.
1898 Pierre and Marie announce the discovery of

polonium and radium. They forge their first
commercial links with the Société Centrale des
Produits Chimiques.

1899/1900 Marie publishes two articles about the nature of

radioactivity. She also teaches physics at Sévres.

1900 The University of Geneva offers Pierre a post.

1902 The isolation of pure radium and determination of
its atomic weight is achieved. Marie's father dies.

1903 Marie is awarded her doctorate. She miscarries

her second child. They are presented the Davy
Medal by the Royal Society. Marie, Pierre and

Henri Becquerel share the Nobel Prize.
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Maire & Pierre Curie Chronology

1904 Pierre is appointed professor at the Sorbonne.
Their second daughter Eve is born.

1905 Pierre gives the Nobel Lecture in Stockholm. He
also becomes a member of the Académie des
Sciences.

1906 Pierre is killed in a road accident. Marie is given

his position at the Sorbonne,

1910 Pierre’s father dies. The international radium unit
is defined — the ‘curie’ (Ci).
1911 Marie is not accepted into the Académie des

Sciences; it is the height of the Langevin scandal.
She wins a second Nobel Prize for chemistry. She

collapses and recovers in hospital.

1912 Marie undergoes a kidney operation.
1914 The Radium Institute is set up. The First World
War starts.

1914-18 Marie organizes twenty X-ray cars and two
hundred permanent X-ray posts.

1916-18 With Marthe Klein and Iréne she instructs 150
radiologists.

1919 Marie’s first meeting with Marie Mattingley
Meloney (‘Missy’).

1921 Marie’s eyesight and hearing are failing. Her first
trip to America.

1922 Marie becomes a member of the League of
Nations’ International Commission on Intell-
ectual Cooperation.

1923 Her first eye operation. 25th anniversary of the
discovery of radium. Marie is awarded an annual

pension by the government.
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Maire & Plerre Curie Chronology

1924 Marie has two more eye operations.

1925 Iréne completes her doctorate. Marie goes to
Warsaw for the founding of the Radium Institute.

1926 Iréne marries Frédéric Joliot.

1929 Marie’s second visit to America.

1930 She undergoes a fourth eye operation.

1932 Marie is in Warsaw for the opening of the
Radium Institute.

1934 Marie dies in Switzerland, probably of leukemia,

and is buried next to Pierre in Sceaux.

1935 Iréne and Frédéric Joliot-Curie are awarded the
Nobel Prize for physics.
1995 Marie’s and Pierre’s remains are moved to the

Panthéon in Paris in the presence of the French
and Polish Presidents, Frangois Mitterand and
Lech Walesa.
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Marie & Pierre Curie Marie and Pierre Curie
were pioneers in the study of radioactivity,
achieving world renown for their Nobel
Prize-winning  discovery of radium and
polonium. Following their marriage in 1895,
the Curies became convinced that there must be
another substance in pitchblende, shown by
Henri Becquerel to be radioactive, and began
the long search that led to the identification of
two new elements; their work gained them and
Becquerel the Nobel Prize, the first time a
woman won the award. After Pierre’s death,
Marie succeeded him in the chair of physics at
the Sorbonne. She was awarded a second
Nobel Prize, in 1911, and during the First
World War pioneered the use of X-rays. This
book describes the Curies’s last years in which
she turned controversially to her married

colleague, Paul Langevin.

JOHN E. SENIOR is an adjunct fellow of
Linacre College, Oxford, and teaches history
of medicine. From 1983 to 1991 he was
Director of the Bakken Museum and Library of
Electricity in Life, Minneapolis, and from
1975 to 1982 he was Curator at the Museum of
the History of Medicine, Toronto.



INTRODUCTION

In politics you never know what you are doing; you may be
ruining your country while trying to he]p her. ... But
science is solid. . . . Truth, once found, cannot disappear

and can never be wrong.!

ew scientists at the turn of the century would

have disagreed with Pierre Curie’s moral
characterization of science as the embodiment of
the highest standards of intellectual probity, and as
the engine of material and social progress. The
railway, the periodical press, new electrical
networks of power, electrical technologies such as
the telegraph, the telephone and the wireless stood
out as technological marvels binding national
landscapes together in late nineteenth and early
twentieth-century Europe. Admittedly, industrialization
and urbanization had its critics. Few would have
disagreed with the idea, however, that western
civilization was not progressing higher and higher

up the evolutionary spiral.
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Marie & Pierre Curie Introduction

Pierre was thirty-five years old in 1894 when he
penned these sentiments to woo his intended bride.
Marie Sklodowska had recently returned to her
native Poland to contemplate her future after
successfully passing her physics and mathematics
examinations at the Sorbonne. They had met
through a mutual friend earlier that year and had
immediately struck up a natural sympathy followed
later by a deep affection. By then Pierre was already
a consummate physicist in the fields of crystallo-
graphy and magnetism at the municipal-run Ecole
de Physique et Chimie Industrielles (EPCI) and had
every reason to believe that scientific truths could
be manufactured out of the assiduous application of
instrumentation and exact measurement. Marie also
sharéd that positivistic vision of science. She
returned to Paris from Warsaw, married Pierre a
year later, went bicycling on their honeymoon, gave
birth to two daughters, Iréne in 1897 and Eve in
1904, and eventually became immortalized as
jointly discovering radioactivity with her husband.

The birth of the Atomic Age in fact took place one
hundred years ago when Marie Sklodowska Curie
(1867-1934) and Pierre Curie (1859-1906)

embarked upon a series of experiments for Marie’s



