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Foreword

I have known Professor Gu Chaolin for many years and have had the privilege of work-
ing more closely with him in the last two years when he visited Seattle for extended periods.
Professor Gu is probably the most prolific Chinese geographer of his generation. His volumi-
nous research has helped us understand the complexity of Chinese cities and urban systems.
In the past few years, he has labored diligently to introduce urban geography in the West to
China to help further theorize Chinese utban geography and develop applicable models. In
his research, he has studied the social dimension of Chinese cities, an important area that
remains inadequately researched by geographers in China. This book is his major contribu-
tion in this field.

This is a fresh and pioneering geographic text on the social urban geography in China.
The book covers comprehensively both modern theories, methods, with examples and case
studies from China and abroad. The book examines a wide range of theories, from classical
urban ecology to the latest feminist approaches and globalization theories. The book has also
two substantive chapters on social stratification and socio — spatial differentiation based large-
ly on his own original research in China. While the book is intended as a textbook for senior
undergraduates and graduate students, it can also be read as his research in which his work
and interpretations, seen from various analytical perspectives, are discussed and sum-
marized . This book will no doubt serve to guide students of Chinese cities in the coming
years in their quest to find appropriate models and methods to raise China’ s urban geography
to a higher level. It will be a significant work in bridging the gaps in urban social geography
between China and the Western world. On the eve of publication of this important book, I
would like to send my congratulations to Prof. Gu

Kam Wing Chan
University of Washington, Seattle, USA
Saturday, May 04, 2002
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