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Preface

Rangeland is one of the basic resources for developing rangeland animal industry.
Apart from being a wildlife habitat, it is also important for ecological protection by its
capacity to keep down the wind, tix the sand, and preserve water. Rangeland i1s a sig-
nificant renewable wealth, which 1s inexhaustible if we use reasonably, manage and con-
struct 1t etfectively. It otherwise we overgraze it, exploit it unreasonably, the rangeland
would deteriorate, upsetting the ecological balance, causing depletion of living crea-
tures, and entailing untold troubles to the posterity.

Today, the world focuses its attention on resources, environment, population, and
food. China has a big population but limited arable land. However, it boasts about 400
million hectares of rangeland, which constitutes 40% of the country’s total territory,
ranking it the world's second in rangeland acreage. It is extremely important to tap,
manage and reconstruct the rangeland efficiently so that it will be productive continu-
ously, and as a result help to ease food shortage, enhance people’s livelihood, promote
the economy of the minority regions, reenforce the frontiers, and improve the ecological
environment of the country as a whole. Consequently, the National Science Commis-
sion, and the national Agricultrue Commission launched in 1979 the project of Investiga-
tion of the Rangeland Resources Nationwide and the compilation of the Map of Range-
land Resources of China, 1 : 1 Million Scale, based on the request conveyed in “The Na-
tional Program for Science and Technology Development, 1978 ~1985” and “The Na-
tional Program for the Development of Basic Science”. Accordingly. a comprehensive
investigation and study of the country s rangeland resources began.

China s first coordinated investigation was instituted by the Department of Animal

Husbandry and Veterinary and the General Station of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary

of the Ministry of Agriculture and was duly conducted by the Rangeland Office and the
Forage Office of the above mentioned institutions; while the Science and Technology Of-
fice for In estigating the Southern Pastureland, affiliated to the Commission for the Inte-
grated Survey of the Natural Resources, Chinese Academy of Sciences, and the North-
ern Rangeland Survey Office under the Rangeland Institute, Chinese Academy of Agri-
culture Sciences, monitored the technological side of the work and coordinated the oper-
ation of the different departments. The Bureau of Animal Husbandry of the provinces,
municipalities, and autonomous regions undertook the investigation within their own
confines. The entire work was financed by Department of Spatial Planning and Regional
Economy of the State Planning Commission, National Natural Science Foundation of

China, Office of National Agriculture Regional Planning Commission of China and those



offices of the provinces, municipalities, and autonomous regions. Altogether around 50
spectalists and professors and thousands of science and technology workers of the coun-
try s agriculture and animal husbandry organizations, research institutes, technology
extension units, universities, and institutes attached to the Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences joined in the work.

The investigation was detailed, starting from county to county, spanning about a
decade, and costing about 30 million yuan. Except for some farming areas, towns and
mining fields on the eastern plain, the investigation was carried out on 95% of the coun-
try s territory, or more than 2000 counties all told. The scope and depth of the investi-
gation and the quantity and quality of the data accumulated are unprecedented. As it
was conducted by the national uniform technological regulations, using update remote
sensing techniques for systematic mapping and computers the process data, the accuracy
ot the information obtained is vouched for.

While ascertaining the quantity, quality and distribution of the country’s rangeland
resources, and assessing and classifying the different types of rangeland, the scientists
have also found some new species of forage plants, providing scientific basis for further -
exploration and utilization of the country s rangeland. The investigation achievements
made by Tibet, Hunan, Ningxia, Guizhou, Inner Mongolia, Xinjiang, Sichuan, Yun-
nan and a few other regions and provinces were awarded special, first, or second class
prize in advanced science and technology achievements by each province or by the Min-
istry of Agriculture. Many monographs, papers and illustrated hand books on China’s
rangeland were completed or published in and out side China. A host of young rangeland
scientists were trained throuth the investigation. while the education of rangeland sci-
ence and technology have been greatly promoted in the country. The first national inves-
tigation of rangeland resources is meritorious and surprisingly fruitful.

The present book, written and compiled by renowned rangeland scientists and tech-
niclans in cooperative combine, is an important result of the investigation. The first
comprehensive work on China s rangeland, it marks a new age of the country’s range-

land research. I warmly congratulate its publishing.

HONG FUZENG
Vice—Minister of Agriculture of the People’s Republic of China
December 18, 1995
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