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Preface

It is my pleasure to provide you with the manual of the International Co-operative Programme on
the Assessment and Monitoring of Air Pollution Effects on Forests (ICP Forests) of United
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE) in Chinese language. The translation from
the English version was only possible due to the important work of Prof. Yanhui Wang of the
Chinese Academy of Forestry. I would like to thank Prof. Wang very much for his work.

ICP Forests was established under the UN/ECE Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air
Pollution (CLRTAP) in 1985 in response to widespread concern that air pollution could affect
forest condition. One year later the European Union adopted its scheme on the protection of
forests against atmospheric pollution. Since that time both programmes have been closely
cooperating. At present 38 European countries as well as the United States of America and
Canada are participating in the programme. The results of ICP Forests provide a scientific basis
for political decisions on air pollution control in Europe. Moreover, the wealth of data is
becoming increasingly interesting for other international processes of forest politics, e.g. those
related to climate change, biodiversity and sustainable forest management.

Air pollution and its detrimental effects on forest ecosystems are not confined to Europe and
North America, but are a problem of the industrialized regions all over the world. For this reason,
first contacts have been established between ICP Forests and countries in Eastern Asia through
the East Asia Network of Acid Deposition (EANET). Against this background it is an honour for
ICP Forests that Chinese scientists are considering to make use of the ICP Forests manual.

This manual contains a detailed description of all methods to be used for the assessment in the
forests as well as for the procedures in the laboratories. Moreover the manual provides the data
submission forms and gives clear indications on quality assurance procedures.

I hope that this manual is of interest for you and can assist you in the monitoring of the forest

ecosystems in your countfy.
fi J— —

Thomas HauBmann
(Chairman of ICP Forests)
20011 H20H
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