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PREFACFE

China’s handicraft art of jade and stone is renowned for its long histo-
ry. For hundreds of years, people use stones for their enjoyment and de-
fight, stones in turn gain their honor and value. As a distinetion of tradi-
tional Chinese culture, this handicrafr arr has occupied a considerable place
in Chinese art history.

There is a rich variety of stones, which are available in Zhejiang, Fu-
Jian, fiangxi, Anhui, Guangdong, Xinpang, Ningxia, Inner Mongolia,
etc. . Best kinds of stones are described as a jade. According to their natu-
ral quality, stones can be coarse or fine, flawed or flawless, and opague or
lustrous. Among the most famous are Qingtian stone, Shoushan stone,
and so on.

Qingtian stones originated in the county by the same name in Zhejiang
Province. Some of the high quality Qingtian stones include Baiguo (gingko
white), Jiangyou (soy sauce brown), Zhusha (cinnabar), Zhuyeging (ham-
boo leafl green) and Fengmen Sancai (Fengmen tricolor). The best of the
best are considered nearly as valuable as gold. Historically, Qingtian
stones, carved into smafl animals, were used as funerary objects during the
Six Dvnasties (220~589).In the Tang Dynasty (618~ 907),Qingtian stone
sculptures of miniture monkeys or horses were carved by folk artists and
available for sale in Xi'an, the natior’s capital. During the period of 1195
to 120} in the Southern Song, Qingtian stones began to be used as material
for seal. The celebrated calligrapher Zhao Mengfu in the Yuan Dynasty
(1271~1368) chose Qingtian Dengguang (greenish yellow transiucent) stone
for his private seal. Under the Ming and Qing Dynasties (1206~]644 )
Qingtian stone had been widely used as the chofce material for seal
throughout the country. Not until the turn of the Ming and Qing Dynasties
did Qingtian stone carving witness more varieties and popular use in daily
articles of handicraft. These articles, mainly round sculptures, included
figures, flowers and plants, mountains and waters, and such animals as li-
ons, elephants, monkeys, horses, dragons and tigers. Late in the 19th
century, Qingtian stone sculptures were exported to Southeast Asian coun-
tries. In addition, they were put on display at international fairs held in
Belgium, the United States, Italy and Singapore. From then on, Qingtian
stone has enjoyed world renown. Its sales have been on the Increase day by

day.



Since the birth of New China, Qingtian stone carving has made rapid
progress and the team of stone sculptors }Jas expanded gradually. Most of
themn, who remain in rural areas, have set up workshops to devefop this
traditional handicraft. Only some, who have been concentrated in arts and
crafts institutes in urban areas, have established themselves as nored
artists, with a few being chosen as masters of arts and crafts. This stone
carving has therefore improved accordingly. As a special handicrafe, Qing-
tian stope carving has held a safe lead in stone carving industry in China.

Artistically, Qingtian stone carving has been characterized by ingenu-
ity interwoven with hardness and softness. It is by virtue of special skills-—
chiselling, stabbing. cutting, shaping. carving, boring, engraving, hol-
lowing, scraping, impaling, filing and grinding—that both round sculpture
and relief sculpture can display distinct effects according ro different ob-
jects. The composition and modelling are based on the form and quality of
stone. A scene is conceived in aceordance with the kind of stone, Ingenuity
is displayed through the reproduction of the scene. Furthermore, when
proper use of natural color of the stone Is made, an extraordinary work will
be accomplished.

Qingtian stone carving boasts superb craftsmanship and remarkable
achievements, Such sculptures as "A Tiny, Fxquisite Monkey”, "A Hill of
Grapes” and A Priceless Gem” have been regarded as the “unique works
of Qingtian”. With both the era and the society advancing, however, there
is an ever-increasing and ever-growing demand for cultural life. As a tradi-
tional artistry, Qingtian stone carving is now in need of upgrading. When
the new century arrives, it is expected that Qingtian stone carving has an
ever-better and ever-brighter future.

On this occasion. Zhejiang Photographic Press is going to publish Chi-
na Qingtian Stone Carving. an attractive updated collection of some 142
sculprures with a full account of this special handicraft. No doubt, that is
good news for both the reader and the art world. The publication of this
pictorial book will not only promote and enhance the traditional national
and folk culture, but also provide valuable materials in pictures for further
research in China’s modern and contemporary arts and crafts.

The publisher asked me to write a preface, which I consider & privilege
and pleasure to be among the first to read the book from cover to cover.
Before I rook up the pen, I made myself a por of Dragon Well Green Tea.
With the accompaniment of cicades chirping, I gladly set pen to paper.
Should you find something inappropriate in what I have written, please
oblige me with your valuable comments.

Professor Wang Bomin
at Ban Tang Study
on June 29, 1997,
rwo days before the
return of Hong Kong
to the motherfand
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Serghum
by Lin Rukui in 1953
Size: 42cm X 25em Srone: Fengmen
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Southern Scenery
by Lin Rukui in 1992
Stze; 20cm X 44cm Stone: Lingtou
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Contending in Beauty
by Lin Fuzhao in 19892
Size: 50cm X 30cm Stone: Fengmen
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Grapes in Close Clusters
by Ni Dongfang in 1993
Size; Ifcm X 19cm Stone; (Guanhong
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Goddess of Mercy
by Ye Wer in 1996
Size: 2Z2em X 23cm Stone: Fengmen
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