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ABSTRACT

The earlier stage of Jiajing reign was the tuming point in the histori-
cal development of Ming Dynasty. A completely new personnel setup,
consisting of Emperor Shizong and the new upstart Zhang Cong, was es-
tablished as the result of the frequent changes of the crowns and the strife
of Dali. The radical political change itself was a new sign of reformation.
In order to put down disturbances, restore order of Jiajing reign, and con-
solidate the dominant position, an overall reformation had to be imple-
mented . The reformation in Jiajing reign was a literal change in the histo-
ry of Ming Dynasty, with the renewal of ideas, rectification of the official
systems, and replacement of the personnel as its principle tasks. It re-
moved to the greatest extent the Ming’ s long — standing abuse of more
than a hundred years and aroused the vitality of the ruling class, checking
and changing the declining trend of the reign. The influence of the refor-
mation was far and wide, the aftermaths of which passed the long — going
reign and reached the early stage of following Wanli reign. And Zhang
Juzheng, while taking the office of the grand secretary, made the greatest
efforts to follow the example. So the characteristics of Zhang Juzheng’s
political practice could not be learned objectively without the knowledge of
Jiajing Reformation .
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