I8
OO+~ OD+ 120540 )14

Ly

ABRG D |
RINERAME

R BN SRR

Fa & & 4k 42

b -




E-B7EM S B (CIP) Hi &

BERPE G EDOR BRI /X E N, SRR
— Jb 3 et S AAE , 2001 .1

(B EIBERERS)

ISBN 7-5042-0555-9

[.%...0.0Ox...0%...I. XEEBEFED,
Wi  IV.H319.4

o [ o A< 450 CIP 03B #F (2000) 5% 40560 5

¥ow & xR RBHRRA
(bR K R PTBERIRE 23 5)
(BRBCATS  100044)
KR EIR T ER
FEBEEH
FA 787x 1092  E 1336 293 TF
2001461 A 148 2001 4F 1 AJLRE 1 WEPR
B .1—4000 BF &4 :19.007C

(RBMADEHIR, R 5HRESR)




The Experiment of the
American People

George Washington
1789

ellow-Citizens of the Senate and of the House of

Representatives:

Among the vicissitudes incident to life no event
could have filled me with greater anxieties than that of which
the notification was transmitted by your order,and received on
the 14th day of the present month. On the one hand, I was
summoned by my country, whose voice I can never hear but
with veneration and love, from a retreat which I had ‘chosen
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with the fondest predilection, and, in my flattering hopes, with
an immutable decision, as the asylum of my declining years——
a retreat which was rendered every day more necessary as well
as more dear to me by the addition of habit to inclination,and of
frequent interruptions in my health to the gradual waste com-
mitted on it by time. On the other hand, the magnitude and dif-
ficulty of the trust to which the voice of my country called me,
being sufficient to awaken in the wisest and most experienced of
her citizens a distrustful scrutiny into his qualifications, could
not but overwhelm with despondence one who, inheriting infe-
rior endowments from nature and unpracticed in the duties of
civil administration, ought to be peculiarly conscious of his own
deficiencies. In this conflict of emotions all I dare aver is that it
had been my faithful study to collect my duty from a just appre-
ciation of every circumstance by which it might be affected. All
I dare hope is that if, in executing this task, I have been too
much swayed by a grateful remembrance of former instances,or
by an affectionate sensibility to this transcendent proof of the
confidence of my fellow-citizens,and have thence too little con-
sulted my incapacity as well as disinclination for the weighty
and untried cares before me, my error will be palliated by the
motives which mislead me, and its consequences be judged by
my country with some share of the partiality in which they o-
riginated.

Such being the impressions under which I have, in obedi-
ence to the public summons, repaired to the present station, it
would be peculiarly improper to omit in this first official act my
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fervent supplications to that Almighty Being who rules over the
universe, who presides in the councils of nations, and whose
providential aids can supply every human defect, that his bene-
diction may consecrate to the liberties and happiness of the peo-
ple of the Untied States a Government instituted by thernselves
for these essential purposes, and may enable every instrument
enployed in its administration to execute with success the func-
tions allotted to his charge. In tendering this homage to the
Great Author of every public and private good, I assure myself
that it expresses your sentiments not less than my own, nor
those of my fellow-citizens at large less than either. No people
can be bound to acknowledge and adore the Invisible Hand
which conducts the affairs of men more than those of the Uni-
ted States. Every step by which they have advanced to the cha-
racter of an independent nation seems to have been distin-
guished by some token of providential agency;and in the impor-
tant revolution just accomplished in the system of their united
government the tranquil deliberations and voluntary consent of
so many distinct communities from which the event has resulted
can not be compared with the means by which most govern-
ments have been established without some return of pious grati-
tude, along with an humble anticipation of the future blessings
which the past seem to presage. These reflections, arising out of
the present crisis, have forced themselves too strongly on my
mind to be suppressed. You will join with me, I trust,in thin-
king that there are none under the influence of which the pro-
ceedings of a new and free government can more auspiciously
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commence.

By the article establishing the executive department it is
made the duty of the President “to recommend to your consi-
deration such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedi-
ent. " The circumstances under which I now meet you will ac-
quit me from entering into that subject further than to refer to
the great constitutional charter under which you are assembled,
and which, in defining your powers, designates the objects to
which your attention is to be given. It will be more consistent
with those circumstances, and far more congenial with the fee-
lings which actuate me, to substitute, in place of a recommenda-
tion of particular measures, the tribute that is due to the ta-
lents, the rectitude,and the patriotism which adorn the charac-
ters selected to devise and adopt them. In these honarable quali-
fications I behold the surest pledges that as on one side no local
prejudices or attachménts,no separate views nor party animosi-
ties, will misdirect the comprehensive and equal eye which
ought to watch over this great assemblage of communities and
interests, so,on another, that the foundation of our national po-
licy will be laid in the pure and immutable principles of private
morality,and the preeminence of free government be exempli-
fied by all the attributes which can win the affections of its citi-
zens and command the respect of the world. I dwell on this
prospect with every satisfaction which an ardent love for my
country can ihspire,since there is no truth more thoroughly es-
tablished than that there exists in the economy and course of
nature an indissoluble union between virtue and happiness; bet
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ween duty and advantage; between the genuine maxims of an
honest and magnanimous policy and the solid rewards of public
prosperity and felicity; since we ought to be no less persuaded
that the propitious smiles of Heaven can never be expected on a
nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and right which
Heaven itself has ordained; and since the preservation of the
sacred fire of liberty and the destiny of the republican model of
government are justly considered, perhaps, as deeply, as finally,
staked on the experiment intrusted to the hands of the Ameri-
can people.

Having thus imparted to you my sentiments as they have
been awakened by the occasion which brings us together, I shall
take my present leave; but not without resorting once more to
the benign Parent of the Human Race in humble supplication
that, since he has been pleased to favor the American people
with opportunities for deliberating in perfect tranquillity, and
dispositions for deciding with unparalleled unanimity on a form
of government for the security of their union and the advance-
ment of their happiness, so his divine blessing may be equally
conspicuous in the enlarged views, the temperate consultations,
and the wise measures on which the success of this government

must depend.
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To Unite with One Heart

Thomas Jefferson

1801

ds and Fellow-Citizens:

Called upon to undertake the duties of the first

executive office of our country, I avail myself of the

presence of that portion of my fellow-citizens which is here as-
sembled to express my grateful thanks for the favor with which
they have been pleased to look toward me, to declare a sincere
consciousness that the task is above my talents,and that I ap-
proach it with those anxious and awful presentiments which the
greatness of the charge and the weakness of my powers so justly
inspire. A rising ‘nation, spread over a wide and fruitful land,
traversing all the seas with the rich productions of their indus-
try,engaged in commerce with nations who feel power and for-
get right, advancing rapidly to destinies beyond the reach of
mortal eye — when I contemplate these transcendent objects, and
see the honor, the happiness, and the hopes of this beloved
country committed to the issue, and the auspices of this day, I
shrink from the contemplation, and humble myself before the
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magnitude of the undertaking. Utterly, indeed, should I despair
did not the presence of many whom I here see remind me that
in the other high authorities provided by our Constitution I
shall find resources of wisdom, of virtue,and of zeal on which to
rely under all difficuties. To you, then, gentlemen, who are
charged with the sovereign function of legislé,tion,and to those
associated with you, I look with encouragement for that gui-
dance and support which may enable us to steer with safety the
vessel in which we are all embarked amidst the conflicting ele-
ments of a troubled world.

During the contest of opinion through which we have
passed the animation of discussions and of exertions has some-
times worn an aspect which might impose on strangers unused
to think freely and to speak and to write what they think; but
this being now decided by the voice of. the nation, announced
according to the rules of the Constitution,all will,of course, ar-
range themselves under the will of the law, and unite in com-
mon efforts for the common good. All, too, will bear in mind
this sacred principle, that though the will of the majority is in
all cases to prevail, that will to be rightful must be reasonable;
that the minority possesses their equal rights, which equal law
must protect,and to violate would be oppression. Let us, then,
fellow-citizens, unite with one heart and one mind. Let us res-
tore to social intercourse that harmony and affection without
which liberty and even life itself are but dreary things. And let
us reflect that, having banished from our land that religious in-
tolerance under which mankind so long bled and suffered, we
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have yet gained little if we countenance a political intolerance as
despotic, as wicked, and capable of bitter and bloody persecu-
tions. During the throes and convulsions of the ancient world,
during the agonizing spasms of infuriated man, seeking through
blood and slaughter his long-lost liberty, it was not wonderful
that the agitation of the billows should reach even this distant
~ and peaceful shore; that this should be more felt and feared by
some and less by others, and should divide opinions as to mea-
sures of safety. But every diffe-rence of opinion is not a diffe-
rence of principle. We have called by different names brethren
of the same principle. We are all Republicans, we are all Federa-
lists. If there be any among us who would wish to dissolve this
Union or to change its republican form, let them stand undis-
turbed as monuments of the safety with which error of opinion
may be tolerated where reason is left free to combat it.I know,
indeed, that some honest men fear that a republican government
can not be strong, that this Government is not strong enough;
but would the honest patriot,in the full tide of successful expe-
riment , abandon a government which has so far kept us free and
firm on the theoretic and visionary fear that this Government,
the world’s best hope, may by possibility want energy to pre-
serve itself? I trust not. I believe this, on the contrary, the
strongest Government on earth. I believe it the only one where
every man,at the call of the law, would fly to the standard of
the law, and would meet invasions of the public order as his
own personal concern. Sometimes it is said that man can not be
_ trusted with the government of himself. Can he, then, be trus —
e 11 -




ted with the government of others? Or have we found angels in
the forms of kings to govern him? Let history answer this
question.

~ Let us, then, with courage and confidence pursue our own
Federal and Republican principles, our attachment to union and
representative government. Kindly separated by nature and a
wide ocean from the exterminating havoc of one quarter of the
globe, too high-minded to endure the degradations of the oth-
ers; possessing a chosen country, with room enough for our des-
cendants to the thousandth and thousandth generation; enter-
taining a due sense of our equal right to the use of our own fa-
culties, to the acquisitions of our own industry, to honor and
confidence from our fellow-citizens, resulting not from birth, but
from our actions and their sense of them; enlightened by a be-
nign religion, professed, indeed, and practiced in various forms,
yet all of them inculcating honesty, truth, temperance, grati-
tude,and the love of man;acknowledging and adoring an over-
ruling Providence, which by all its dispensations proves that it
delights in the happiness of man here and his greater happiness
hereafte——wtth all the these blessings, what more is neces-

sary to make us a happy and a prosperous people? Still one

thing more, fellow-citizens a wise and frugal Government,
which shall restrain men from injuring one another, shall leave
them otherwise free to regulate their own pursuits of industry
and improvement, and shall not take from the mouth of labor
the bread it has earned. This is the sum of good government,

and this is necessary to close the circle of our felicities.
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About to enter, fellow-citizens, on the exercise of duties
which comprehend everything dear and valuable to you, it is
proper you should understand what I deem the essential princip
les of our Government, and consequently those which ought to
shape its Administration. I will compress them within the nar-
rowest compass they will bear, stating the general principle, but
not all its limitations. Equal and exact justice to all men, of
whatever state or persuasion, religious or political; peace, com-
merce, and honest friendship with all nations, entangling al-
liances with none; the support of the State governments in all
their rights, as the most competent administrations for our do-
mestic concerns and the surest bulwarks against anti-republican
tendencies; the preservation of the General Government in its
whole constitutional vigor, as the sheet anchor of our peace at
home and safety abroad; a jealous care of the right of election by
the people — a mild and safe corrective of abuses which are
lopped by the sword of revolution where peaceable remedies un-
provided; absolute acquiescence in the decisions of the majority,
the vital principle of republics, from which is no appeal but to
force, the vital principle and immediate parent of despotism;a
welldisciplined militia, our best reliance in peace and for the
first moment of war, till regulars may relieve them; the
supremacy of the civil over the military authority; economy in
the public expense, that labor may be lightly burthened; the
honest payment of our debts and sacred preservation of the pub-
lic faith; encouragement of agriculture, and of commerce as its
handmaid; the diffusion of information and arraignment of all
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abuses at the bar of the public reason; freedom of religion; free-
dom of the press,and freedom of person under the protection of
the habeas corpus, and trial by juries impartially selected. These
principles form the bright constellation which has gone before
us and guided our steps through an age of revolution and refor-
mation. The wisdom of our sages and blood of our heroes have
been devoted to their attainment. They should be the creed of
our political faith, the text of civic instruction, the touchstone
by which to try the services of those we trust;and should we
wander from them in moments of error or of alarm, let us has-
ten to retrace our steps and to regain the road which alone leads
to peace, liberty,and safety.

I repair, then, fellow-citizens, to the post you have assigned
me. With experience enough in subordinate offices to have seen
the difficulties of this the greatest of all, I have learnt to expect
that it will rarely fall to the lot of imperfect man to retire from
this station with the reputation and the favor which bring him
into it. Without pretentions to that high confidence you reposed
in our first and greatest revolutionary character, whose premi-
nent services had entitled him to the first place in his country’s
love and destined for him the fairest page in the volume of
faithful history, I ask so much confidence only as may give
firmness and effect to the legal administration of your affairs. I
shall often go wrong through defect of judgment. When right, I
shall often be thought wrong by those whose positions will not
command a view of the whole ground. I ask your indulgence for
my own errors, which will never be intentional, and your sup-
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port against the errors of others, who may condemn what they

Wmlld not lf 8881 in a]l ;ls parts. Tlle approl)at;on ;mplie(l l)y

your suffrage is a great consolation to me for the past, and my
future solicitude will be to retain the, good opinion of those who
have bestowed it in advance, to conciliate that of others by do-
ing them all the good in my power, and to be instrumental to
the happiness and freedom of all.

Relying, then, on the patronage of your good will, I ad-
vance with obedience to the work, ready to retire from it whe-
never you become sensible how much better choice it is in your
power to make. And may that infinite power which rules the
destinies of the universe lead our councils to what is best, and

give them a favorable issue for your peace and prosperity .
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