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1. Why did you come to college? :
2. What did you expect college life would be like?
3. What caused you the most excited about college?
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Agending & Writing 5

Four Years of College: Why?

Before entering college, | worked for a year as a security guard, a cashier in

a liquor store, an orderly at New England Hospital, and an art assistant at a
Barnes and Noble Bookstore. As a guard | worked nights, slept days, and soon
felt | was sleeping my life away. At the liquor store | often had to serve unruly
customers who were always right, and in the hospital | got some of the worst
jobs, with no real chance of advancement. At Barnes and Noble | was happiest,
especially making signs and displays for the store, but | was eventually displaced
by a former worker with a degree in art. This was enough for me, and | didn’t want
it to happen again. For this reason and several others, | signed up for four years
of college.

| also knew that t would finally be making my parents happy. Both coliege
graduates, they wanted me to be one also. They told me for years about the
advantages of a college degree over a high school diploma. | can still hear my
mother saying, “Go to coliege and get a degree. You need a degree now, and
besides, you'll be proud of yourself.” | can still hear myself, though, saying that |
wanted to see if | could make it on my own — without college. They were persistent
but not demanding, and allowed me my year of discovery, if | wanted it. Now |
know they were right and can see that they are relieved that | decided on more
school.

Another important reason for returning was my desire to learn more about
many subjects. | have always loved reading, especially Richard Wright and
Langston Hughes, and so | hope to enjoy the literature courses. I'm curious about
the literature of other countries, especially of Africa, and | plan to elect some
black studies courses during the four years. In physical education | hope to continue



with my interest in diving, and | want to spend more time running track, as | did in
school. For my science requirement, I'll probably take biclogy, especially because
| sometimes think of becoming a veterinarian. Possibly studying biology will heip
me to make a final decision.

At this time, however, | seem most sure about my choice of an art major — a
very important reason for my coming to college. | started drawing when | was
very small; cats, dogs, reindeer, and Santa Claus were my specialties then. In
high school | often had my work displayed, and in junior year my watercoior of the
Boston Marathon won $100 in a citywide contest. My plan right now is to go into
commercial art, possibly drawing magazine advertisements for clothing. | know
this will take a commitment, though, because lots of people have some artistic
talent, but few are able to carry out the exira effort to make it pay off. Right now,
the Art Department seems to be where | belong.

I have one more reason for coming to school — myself. | want to feel better
about myself and more optimistic when | look to the future. | have seen my parents
struggle for their degrees while raising six children, and | have seen how much
their effort improved our standard of living. Being younger than they were when
they started, and without anyone yet to take care of, | should be able to make
good use of my time right now and make a better life. For me, just working from
job to job wasn’t enough, but college seems like plenty right now.

w~

cashier /k®[ia/ n. someone whose job isto receive
or pay money in a bank, shop or
hotel, etc. L4k X

liquor / 'like / n. strong alcoholic drink #1414 78

orderly / 'o:dali / n. someone who does unskilled
jobs in hospital & 2 B % §

unruly / an'ru:li / a. behaving in an uncontrolled or
violent way & & & 4 6%
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‘Reading & Writing 5

advancement/ ad'va:nsmant /

displace / dis'plejs /

diploma / di'plouma /

demanding / di‘'ma:ndin /
relieved /ri'li:vd /

elect / ilekt /

biology / bai'sladzi /
veterinarian / veteri'neorian /
major / ‘meidza /

reindeer / 'reindis /

watercolor / 'wa:to kalo /
commitment / ko'mitmont /

extra / ‘ekstro /

optimistic / opti'mistik /

VI,

vt

progress or development in one’s
job or level of knowledge 5 4.
"3

take place of someone or some-
thing else & #%

a document showing that a student
has successfully completed his high
school, college or university educa-
tion X %

expecting a lot of attention 7 £ #
feeling happy because one is no
longer worried about something
B THY

choose it #

the study of life 4 4 4

someone who is trained to give
medical care and treatment to sick
animals ¥ &

the main subject of a student at
college or university ¥ ik

ik

KA 5

hard work and loyalty that someone
gives to an activity or organization
BA

more of something in addition to
the usual or standard amount or
number %% s} &4

believing that good things will
happen in the future 5 3 &%
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sign up register 8%

on one’s own by oneself ¥ #.3t; # & T 4§
n¥

pay off succeed B 5 A AR

AOEER MNAMES)

Barnes and Noble / 'ba:nz &nd 'noubl / ¥ JE 4

Richard Wright / rit['ad 'rait / BE AN, £8DPHRE
Langston Hughes / lenston ‘hju:z / BART AR - kA, EEFA
Santa Claus / sento'klo:z / FEEA

Boston Marathon / 'bostan 'marafan / M Sl K

New England £EHHER LK
QIES)

1. Both college graduates: Since both of them were college graduates B 3# 4 417 % A
MAKERL,

2. They were persistent but not deman-iing, and allowed me my year of discovery:
My parents were persistent in the idea of my going to college, but they did

not force me to do that. They gave me one year to decide it by myself whether
| needed it or not.

Essential College English
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‘Reading & Writing 5

desire

major

Art is long, ife is short.

: NAERY, $BRE,
: Knowledge is power.
RRBESE. 9

EJ)YL)Y]

a strong hope or wish « &

Most of the students in our class have a strong desire for knowledge.
KNP XS BGFERTBAA KI5,

Peter has a great desire to travel when the long term ends.

LRKAEMERE, WFRBEHE.

want or hope for something very much 3 % #8 %

Anyone désiring to go to Beijing must come to the meeting.

BF Ao TG AL AKX R BB

If you desire to go to that concert, you have to stop your work right away.
W RRBEFADF RS, LLME LB EF K65 T 15,

very large or important when compared to other things or people of
a similar kind £ & #9
There are two major political parties in the US. £ B # & % £ & & &

°



a chief or special subject taken by a student at a university £ #4448
Her major is French.
o 5k L.

degree

[. step orstage in a scale orseries 2 &; ¥4
Their friendship grew into love by degrees.
CAMRER &3 F U SRS N
by degrees i ¥
to a degree 3EH, Ak
2. unit of measurement for temperature A&
Water freezes at 32 degrees Fahrenheit.
KAEFRKI2ELZ K,
3. position in society # & #4i
That distinguished professor is a person of high degree.
AL & B R RA AL 2k 4L,
4. atitle given by a university % {3
I am planning to study for the Master's degree in Beijing University.
BREBNLTRFAEREF,

raise

I. move or lift something to a higher position % , 32 , 4 &
The students should raise their hands before asking questions in class.
LREFLFANRFAANTLAESF,

2. look after children and help them grow 4 #%

Half of the students in our university were born and raised in the
countryside.

BMERT —FFALRELRHN, KARHM,

Nowadays most young couples prefer one child because they cannot afford

Essential College English
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Reading & Writing 5

decide

allow

to raise more children. L AR $ FR A BARR—AHT, BAhi
MNilerRLEHETF.

grow plants or keep cows, pigs, etc,, so that they can be used as food
A Ak A 7R

Wheat is not raised in this area. it AN R R4y &,

raise pigs % ¥

begin to talk or write about a question, etc. 42 &

A number of objections were raised at the meeting.

MARERX ERET Ry AMNEL,

The students have raised a lot of questions at the English class.
EERILFENKETHE A,

collect together & %, #3#

raise money % #

settle (question, issue, dispute) % % ; % %

Our manager usually decides everything,

BRI REGKNERZERH,

It has been decided that we'll have a mid-term examination this term.

Lk EANEENEEHNT £,

give judgement & &, # &
Everything is up to you to decide. — b1 &3 th & %
decide for ( & in favor of) #&*}---# 4] #5 &

let somebody do or have something, or let something happen #.#, # i
Please allow me to introduce myself to all the people present at the meeting.
KARBRGITR L R ARGAR—AN 8 EAN4.,

In America, smoking is not allowed in many public places.



