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< Before You Read

Is it natural selection that makes women go for taller men?
If You’re Short, Don’t Forget Tom Cruise

Taller men really do get the girls, according to a study which
reveals that childless men are about 4cm shorter than fathers.
The discovery that some women are less partial to short men
follows decades of research on birds and animals. This research
put the emphasis on the female preferences which come into play
when it comes to finding a mate.

“Taller men are reproductively more successful than shorter
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men, indicating there is an active selection for stature' in male
partners by women,” said Dr Robin Dunbar, professor of
evolutionary psychology at Liverpool University. He undertook
the research in conjunction with colleagues at Wroclaw
University, Poland.

“Females are much choosier’ than males—even in humans.
What this shows, I guess, is that choosiness really does have
genetic consequences, even thought tallness is not the only
criterion women are using. ”

In earlier research, Professor Dunbar trawled® through
Lonely Hearts columns in newspapers and magazines to find what
qualities people looked for in a partner. He noted that men
revealed their height only if tall. “Men never say, ‘I’m a 156c¢m
man who looks like Danny DeVito (the successful, but short
American film and television star).’” he said.

Professor Dunbar’ s study, published in the science journal
Nature , examined the medical records of nearly 4,500 Polish men
between 25 and 60. He took account of their education, where
they lived (city dwellers are taller), marital status (bachelors are
shorter), age and employment. With these controls?, childless
men were shown on average to be 4cm shorter than those who had
fathered at least one child.

Professor Dunbar said the reason could be the allure® of a
good background “If you’re tall, it means you grew up in a
nutritionally and socially rich environment and that richness is
likely to be passed on to the children, reinforced by the
circumstances which involve having rich, caring grandparents and
arich, caring partner.”

I asked another television star Oliver Driver, who stands at a
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lofty 198cm, what he thought of this research. He said: “The
older you get and the taller you are, the easier 1t is to get a date®.
But at school my height didn’t help—being tall was too strange
for people. I was tall and fat, which probably worsened my
chances further still. ”

Actress Jennifer Ward-Lealand who at 180cm towers over her
hushand, Hercules star Michael Hurst (who is 168cm tall), said
pushy’ men with “short-man syndrome®” could be unattractive but
she added that her husband’s height never bothered her. “It’s
interesting that people say Michael is short yet the public perceive
actors like Tom Cruise and Mel Gibson as being tall, which isn’t
the case. Nicole Kidman (the 178cm-tall Australian actress who is
married to 170cm-tall Tom Cruise) is far taller than Cruise.”

But Tom Cruise, star of top-grossing movies such as Top
Gun , Born on the Fourth of July, and The Color of Money,
was voted No 3 in the Empire magazine list of 100 top movie stars
of all time. Mel Gibson is the star of the top box-office Mad Max
and Lethal Weapon series of adventure movies. Which goes to
show that, despite the psychological research, it’s bit of a tall
story® that short men cannot succeed.

Notes:

1. stature: n. &5

choosy: adj. ¥k

trawl: v. Rt ; B85
control: n. XtHE, 5L
allure: n. W5 f1; HR
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date: n. [FEOIRHENHSNER
pushy: adj. HEM; FHEMN
syndrome: n. ZEA AL

tall story: TTREZ iR
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¢ Conquering CET

1. It is said that the math teacher seems towards bright
students. (2000. 1)
A. partial B. beneficial C. preferable D. liable

2. Doing your homework is a sure way to improve your test
scores, and this is especially true it comes to
classroom tests. (1996.1)

A. when B. since C. before D. after

3. The Channel Tunnel is one of the biggest engineering projects
ever .
A. undergone B. undertaken C. understate D. underlie

4. The teachers promised to take of the wishes of the

parents before making any changes.
A charge B. account C. risk D. pleasure

< Challenging Yourself

What do you think about a person’s height? Is it an important
factor in choosing your friend, either girl or boy friend?
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 Unexpected Gifts

have got a lot of nerve 3% 8(; HEL
e.g. You have really got a ot of nerve telling me I spend too
much money!

REBR R ALK Z !

O Happy Moment

Not Fair

Two fishermen sitting on a bridge, their lines in the water,
made a bet as to who would catch the first fish. One of them got a
bite on his line and got so excited that he fell off the bridge.

“Oh, well,” said the other, “if you' re going to dive for
them, the bet’s off!”

Reader’s Notes

< Key to Conquering CET

LR A BRI REEN BB, B0 2 0 (T 50 0 8 1 B fry 2
#: ,be partial towards i & B . Xt R WM, B & A &,



