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Unit One -

The Mystery of the Mayas

I. Background Information

A fascinating exhibition on the Mava is on show al the Palwzeo Grassi for nine months from September 6 th,

Thanks 10 the recent developments in research we now have a muech fuller and more detailed picture of the

Maya people, whose civ

zation was hasedd on s religous view of the world and vet also peoduced great

politicians , warriors and merchants. Particularly worthy of note are the Mava astronomers , who were amongst the

first to develop positional anthmetic {using the 2em o mark the absence of an imegs

b oand conld give very
accurate measurements of the oits of such heavenly bodies s the sun, the moon and the planet Venus
knowledge which plaved a part not only in Mava cosmogony amd cosmology bul al=o in the very construction of
their cities.,

This exhibition Drings together o series of extraondinas works from all regions and periods of pre-Columbian

Mayu history . These fine pie

= offer the public one of the most magnificent opportunities Europe has ever had

tr saviour the exeeplional cullure of the Mava,

The exhibition traces the develupment of the Mava civilisation in Central America and Mexioo. The various
thermes covered illustrate the various phases of this quite remarkable culture, mvealing the full extent of i1
achievement and the ways in which it was ultimately transformed .

(e theme that is given extensive coverage is that of everyday life. Padicular attention is paid to the
question of maize. which the Mava conzidered 10 be the very stufl of which mankind was made. The canns of
bweauty and the soeial amd ethnic codes of identification relating 1o the cultivation of maize are looked at in grem
detail

The part of the exhibition dealing with seript is particularly important, given that this theme hias been a

particular point of focus of recent studies of May = of the

a eulture . The material on display offers in-deph analbys

Maya calendar and of the eyeles used in the measurement of time =~ with a precision that only just falls shot of
present-day standards

Ce reemarkable seetion s that dedicated 10 an examination of the contabution the extraonlinary. Maya

penple made to world art. This contribution is “summarized” in some extraordinary Classic-period works o the

Temple of the Inscriptions at Palengue : the fine Hewad of Pacal and the effigies of a feruale fgre.
This exhibition will bear clear witness to the richness of a culture that may have Tosl some of s mysteny bat

has lost nome of its fascination

II. Lead In

Answers to (hestions :

1. When they cut their way through a forest in Central America.

Scientists believe that the aneestors of these Indians who are livi

g in parts of Mesico and Guatemala built
the cities and carved the stone monuments.
3. They made little efforts to find the remains of smaller buildings, such s houses.

4. New evidence has been uncovered at @ number of Mayan cities by different groups of archeologists

5. These new findings chanped our preture of Mavan life,

N




6. The mavas also gained achievements in mathematies aned astronomy

III. Language Points

1. 1o the late 17007, a group of explorers cutting their way through a forest in Central America came upon the
runs ol an ancient eily .
= In the late 1700°s, when a group of explorens aoke: through o way inoa forest in Central America, they
found the remains of an ancient eie by chanere,
11 cut one's way through: hreak thrugh o way
Example
The brave soldiers eut i way though the st of shits and shells from the enemies .
2} come upon: find or meet by chanee
Fxample

The workers came upon o tomd when they wers diggang o cluannel .

(%3

. Carvings on ather stones showerd that at least some of the people wha Tved inothe area long bedore were
highly advanced.
— Carvings on other stones tolid us that at least somwe of the people Tving mthe area a long time hefor were
highly developed.

. They seemed to be par of a greal o

wzalian strete

g across SO0 ailes Cabiout 800 kilometers ) of forest.

— It seemed that they were part of & great civilization eovering SO0 miles {adoul 800 kilometers ) of
forest .,

stretch: spread out i space or tine

Example

The project should have been Tinished Last vear, but now it looks as though it will steetch into next yoar.

- Uther expeditions followed | but at first they found more questions than answers; ...
— After the first expedition, there was one expedition alter another, bul at Ue beginning., they Tound more
questions than answens.
follow: come after ( in space, time or order?
Exarnple
Chie misfortune followed (upon} another within ane nonth.
5. Gralually. some of the answers Tuve been pieced together .,
- Step by step and hit by bil the answers were put tgether,
piece together: put by joining or adding pieces gether
Example
The pour woman piesced whds and ends of eloth together and made new clithes for her five childen as New
Year presents,
6. Dates carved on some monumwents show they were put up between A_ 1. 300 and B0, ...
— From the dates carved mn soee monuments, scientists knew that the cities were built up belween 4.1
N and 800,
put up: set up, build
Fxereripalee
The workers are busy setting up a new bridge after the old one was destroyed by the flood
7. Hand=ome pictures made of seulptured plaster and painted in bright colors were found on the walls of

Ll inges.

"2
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k=l

— Seientists found that an the walls of buildings, the Mayas used seulptored plaster to make handsome
pictures and then painted them in bright colors.

- For a bng time . archeologists worked only_on uncovering large Mavan structures, such as temples. palaces,

and hell courts,

— For a long period. archeologists coneentrated only on finding large Mayan buildings, such as temples,
palaces, and ball cournts .

work on: do an activity which uses effort

Exarnple

The professor was working on his autebiography after he retired from the university .

- Little effort was made to find the remains of smaller buildings, such as houses,

— The archeologists did not ey their best to lok for the pieces of smaller buildings, such as houses .
make an effort to do: try hanl 10 dn
Example

The man with unu=ual strength made no effort 1 lilt o big ook

. The seeming absence of hiuses led people 1o believe that the cities were only the homes of priests and

alers, who lived in the palaces.

— The apparent lack of houses made people believe that only the priests and rulers lived in the palaces of
the: erties

Example

Thee teacher’s comments led the students in the class to believe that Mary was the top student,

. The louses wene very close wogether, with linle space o raise food. except in small gandens.

— There was limited space between cach bouse and people could only plant their erps o the small
gardens,

raise food: plant crops

Examyple

People in the country are having the campaign o reclaim wasteland for fertile fammband in order o raise meoee

food .

. These new findings changed our picture of Mayan life.

The new discoveries changed our original thinking about Mavan life,
change one’s picture of: change one’s idea
Example

What they saw at the new digging caves changed their picture of ancient people’s Tife.

. Az archeologists studied the Mayas, they became mare and more impressed by how much these people had

been able to do.

— With the: further study of the Mavas by the archeologist, they had a deeper impression because the Mayas

could do more than they expected.,
impress: influence deeply
Example

The famous musician was nnst impressed by the litle girl's perfomance in the piano competition .

- When some of the Mayan writing was figured out, archeologists discovered how much the Mayas koew aboat

ather things. too.
— When archeologists came tir undenstand some of the Mayan writing, they found that the Mayas knew very

much about other things, too.




figure out: come to understand or discover by thinking
Foatenpole
With the new findings from the wmb, archeologists could easily Bgure out who the mummy was.
15, Reconds show that the Mayas had observed Jue skies for conturies . keeping trck of what they saw
— Acoonding to the evidence . the Mavas were able 1o observe the skies for bundreds of years and they alwo
kegt o continuous eeeoind of whal they s
keep track of; keep onesell infomed about a person, situation, et
Frample

It i difficult 1o keep tack of all the pew ideas amd developments in education,

IV. Translation
Read In
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V. Key to Exercises
Read In

1. Choose the best answer for cach of the following.
(DA (2)C (3B (A (3D (6)B

2. Decide whether the following statements are true (T} or false (F).
(LVF {2)T (3T {4)F {5+ F (60 F (1T (BT

Focus On

1. Oral work. Use the words from the vocabulary snapshot in their proper forms ta fill in the blanks.
2. astronaut b figures o, mysterious d. ahsent e, archeology
f. puzzled g, dumestic h. prediction

2, Find out the word in the text which means:
a. gradually b vivilization . aneestor d. seulpture e expedilion
f. stretch B ceremony h. religious i, vary

4. Translate the Chiness: phrases into English anel fill in the hlanks.
A, was put up b. picved together
. make great efforts d. changed his picture of
e designed f, are keeping track of

g figured out

Work Out
Transiation
1. Transtate the: following sentences into Chinese, and decide whether some parts in the sentences can be

ommlles] .
(1) AR5l 8 PR Ao e
(20 il b 8 A5 i) i
(3 R BEFR (1R P E
L) R E R AR
(5) BT AT i K =] S
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. Transhate the following sentences inlo Foglish with the verbs given in the backets, paying attention to the

THE - Ay

ra

different meanings of the verls.

(1) Her mother made her g very nice skt

121 The students made him monitor .

3] You shouldn't make him study only English every day.
(4] His parents wanted to make him a surgeon.

(3] He left without saying anything.

(6] You must have left vour dictionary in the library .

(71 We ledt hem o whilewash our fence.

(B) Don't beave the window epen when vou sleep.

Usage
1. Complete the following sentences with the hest choices,
B 23 A (30A (4D (S1A (YA (B (81 C (9C QoD
. There is an error in each of the following sentences. Please identify and comeet if.
(110t As (2} like — as
(3} them — wiom (4} that — as
(5% that — which (6) whose — which

ra

(7} which — where

(97 for — to

Proofreading

1. has —= have 2 == lying

3. hear == heard 4. kind — kinds

50—~ 6. slated — starting

7. unkmow —= unknown 8. luoking = adventure —~ for
9. rich > riches 1w, — .

11. Canada ~* Canadian 12, = .

13, another —* other 14, the =

15, = 6. in =/

17, them — it 18— -

19, " few = a R

Make the Right Choice

Read the following article

(8) whom — who
(10) that — as

+ andd try to choose the correct prepositions from the column.,

I.m 2. fram
3. with 4. arourl
5.0 f, for

T, o oo

G, of 10, into




Practical Reading ’
1o Mateh thee following two olumns.
(e (2% (3)a 0400 {5)e (B h
- Mark the following statements with T Ctmued o F O false b aceording 1o what you have read,
(LT iV F (3)F (4T (50 F
3. Translate the following sentences @
U1 PR B i 2 L 2wl £
(20 v b A B R
(30 8 T CAE S BN SR L4 See i |
(43 VLA I AUIE B T 2l o)
TR R
IS AR SRR AR o I o U & Ui 1

P

il 0 A IR A8 o LR M e s R R AY 18

Practical Writing

Check Your Understanding

Sample Reading [

(11 EASYWAY Autos wants an output of [ 500 watts a1 12 volts for their Pilymeric batteries.

{2 In most cases, EASYWAY Autos pavs its suppliers i US0 dellars by irrevaeable: Letter of Crein.

Sample Reading 2

(U0 I learmt of Triad Intermational from ene of the local distributors which wants Betjing Chenxin o import
wallpaper on its whalf.

(2) It can find them in g separate sheet enclosed in the letter,

Follow-up Writing

LETTER 1 -

(1) Wenld you please send us details of your varions ranges, including sizes, colors and prices. and also
samples of different qualities of matenal used?

(21 We believe there is a promising market in our area for moderately priced goords of the kind mentioned.

LETTER 2

U1 Weare glad to confinm that we are very interester] in hand-made leather gloves vour company exports.

(23 Winter here is soeold, and people cunnot work outdoors without gloves on.

(33 We will also appreciate iU il von can inform us on your prices and termes of payment.




Unit Two

Inflation in South America

I. Background Information

Inflation in South America

Inflation results from an inerease in the anount of cireulating currency besond the oeeds of trade; an
oversupply of currency is ereated . and | in accordanee with the law of =upply and denand . the value of money
decreases. In moden times wars are the most common canse of inflation, as govenument borrowing, the increase

in the money supply, and a diminished supply of consumer goods increase demand relative o supply and therety

g i
Inflation stimulales business and helps wage= 10 rise, but the inerease in wages wsually fails to match the
merease i prices: henve, real wages diminish. Stockholders make gains — often illusmy fron inwreased
business profits, bt bordhallers hse because their fixed pereentage retum has less buying power. Bormowers
also gain from wflation, simee the Tutre calue of meney s reduced
An unusually steep and sudden rse b prces, sometimes called hypernflation . may result in the eventusl

treakdown of an entive nati

s monelary systen. The most notable evample is Germany (19231, where prices

e 2

S00% in e nwnth, while the latest example s found m Thailam] in 1998

IT. Lead In

Answers o {hiestions ;

o supgests that i South America, prices rockel up while th arics climh very slowly. The saving really

implies that people are unhappy aboat quick inflation.

2. In Argentina, inflation is terribly fast. and people can hardly do anything ahout it

3. Since the sitation in inflation is so b that people can drasticatly lose the value of the money ey have
eamed in a very short time.,

4. Inorder to make sure they still make profits miheir businesses . entreprenears and shop owners have o add

the cost 1o the prices of their commexdities,

5. A= a way to offset inflation, customers have to buy and store things quickly after they are paidd for their
wirk .

6. Although there is always inflation, South Amenvans still live in their countries beause they are optimistie

that the situation will improve in the future.

III. Language Points

1. In South Ameniea fhey have s saying aboot infls

saying: a well-known wise statement
Evarripie
“Make: hay while the sun shines, ™ as the saying goes,

2. The mflation growes up by the ele

b the stairs,

The inflation increases quickly, . slowly
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5.

-

o0

- “the challe

— “the challenge is not making money, but rather keeping the money you've made— .. ."

I the United States we panic

1} panic

a) (eause o) feel panic
Fxample

The people inside the hank panicked at the sight of three munmen

{ the inflation rale approaches 10 pergent.

b} sudden uncontrollable temoe or anxiety

Example

He got into a panic at the airpost when he realized that be had Jelt his passport inthe offiee.

2) approach: come near or neaer (o) in space, time, quality . or quantity

Example

At midnight the soldiers apy

et the hijacked plane silently,

1} annual: {happening, appearing, ete. ) every year or onee a year
Example
The annual conference of the Writers' Assoviation was held vestenday at the
international convention centre .

2) average: be as an averge
Nowadays our mail averages only 3 letters a week

... “the price would literally increase on your way 1o the chevkout counter,”

1} literally: really

2} checkout counter: a desk in a shop where one pavs for goods,

. Restaurants do not bother o list prices m their menus— ...

hother : trouble oneself

Examples

A. Don’t bother about the weathers it will elear up scon,
H. He didn’t even bother 1o lock the doar when he left.

. To compensate for inflation, Argenting’s govemment has penodically devalued the nation’s cumency—. .

1} compensate for: remove the bad effect of; make up for
Fxample
His hard work compensated for his lack of experienes.
2} periodically: repeatedly, at regular times
Evample
The nurse walked in perindically 10 check the room temperature.

e is not so much making money, bul keeping what vou've made—. .7

. "This is not funny meney, but eeal dollars, ™

— "This is not play money, bt money with real value, ™. .

. He leamned the band way: ...

— He ot 1o know this thrugh his undortunate experiences ...

.- idue o devaluation,

as a result of devaluation.

. Staggering though the numbers are, .

— |0 -




Though the figures are unbelievable, . . .
13, . the most frightening aspect of such hyperinflation is that it eanses stll more inflation.
1) aspect: part
Example
The: two-week Iraining programme attempts to cover every aspect of the job.
27 hyper-: {prefix} more than osial , exp, oo much
Example
hypersensitive, hyperactive, hypercritical
14, “At the end of the line, it is the consumers who bear the burden, ™. .

Eventually it is the consumers who pay for these priee increases, . ..

15, We have no option but to pay the price or do without .
— We have no choice but to pay. or we don’l buy them,
1} option: choice

Exanple

You will have: ta pay; you have no option.

20 do without: mansge 1o live or continue satisfactorily withoul
Example
I haven™t got encugh money to buy a car. so Tl just have o do without,

1 must make provisions for the month,

— I must get foord and ather daily necessities fur the month.

provisions: food supplies

Example

We set out in the moming with enough provisions for the day .
17. Buving on erdit 15 a thing of the past: ...

Now vou cannot buy things and pay for them later; |

L8, .. in ammered cars.

ammored: protected by strong proteclivie metal

Example

At dawn three amored vehicles moved into the villagre

19, . and vou cannt serape all the cash wgether at onee, .

— and vou cannot gather all the cash immediate

2. .. .who agree to poul their money .

— who agree 1o bong ther money wogether

20, .. ceach member of the cow contribu
— each member of the cow puts in. ..
2. Above all, South Americans survive by trusting that things will get better. . .
— Most imporant of all, South Americans manage to live on by believing that conditions will improve. |,
L) above all; most important of all
Exarnple
A

1, den't forget to send us an c-mail when you get there.
2} trust: to have confidence in

Example

You shouldn't have trusted him so much .




IV. Translation

Read In
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