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Abraham Lincoln Chronology

1861 4 March. Inauguration as President

1861 12 April. Confederate attack on Fort Sumter.
War starts between Confederate government and
the Union in South Carolina

1861 21 July. Federal troops defeated at Bull Run

1862 20 February. Death of son Willie

1862 18 April. McClennan besieges the Confederate
capital of Richmond, Virginia

1862 22 September. Victory for McClennan at
Antietam

1862 September. Publication of the Emancipation
Proclamation making slaves in rebellious states free

1863 May. Defeat at the hands of Confederate
commander Robert E. Lee at Chancellorsville

1863 July. General Ulysses S. Grant takes Vicksburg
for the Federal government

1863 July. Battle of Gettysburg

1863 19 November Gettysburg address

1863 8 December. Proclamation of Amnesty and
Reconstruction for Louisiana and Tennessee

1864 March. Grant becomes General in Chief of the
Union armies

1864 June. Lincoln renominated as Republican
Presidential candidate

1864 2 September. Grant takes Atlanta

1864 Lincoln re-elected as President

1865 31 January. XIII Amendment passed by
Congress abolishing slavery

1865 9 April. Lee surrenders to Grant

1865 14 April. Lincoln assassinated at the theatre
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In the winter of 1860/1 the United States, less
than a century old, fell apart, divided by
differing attitudes to slavery. When Abraham
Lincoln was inaugurated as President in April,
although seven states had already seceded
unresisted, he was insistent that the Union
could not be dissolved. But the Southerners
believed their prosperity depended on the
‘peculiar institution’ and felt their whole way
of life threatened by the new Republican party.
Four years later, and at a cost of 600, 000
lives, the bloodiest war in its history had
secured the Union and slavery had been
abolished.  Throughout Lincoln was the
lynchpin of this pivotal change in the nation.
This short biography tells the story of how this
man, bomn in a log cabin and almost entirely
self-educated, rose, in the nation’s gravest
hour, to determine its fate, only to die at the

hands of an assassin in the moment of victory.

H. G. PITT is an Emeritus Fellow of Worcester
College, University of Oxford, where he was a
Fellow and Tutor in Modern History for more

than forty years.



ONE

THE EXPANSION
OF SLAVERY

n 4 March 1861 Abraham Lincoln took the
Ooath as sixteenth President of the United
States. Seven Southern states had seceded from the
Union following his election in November; more
were preparing to follow. The new President

appealed to them:

In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow countrymen, and
not in mine, is the momentous issue of civil war, . . .
You have no oath registered in Heaven to destroy the
government, while / shall have the most solemn one
to ‘preserve, protect and defend’ it. . . . We are not
enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies.
Though passion may have strained, it must not break
our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory,
streching [sic] from every battlefield, and patriot
grave, to every living heart and hearthstone, all over
this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the
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Abraham Lincoln The Expansion of Slavery

Union, when again touched, as surely they will be, by

the better angels of our nature.!

Six weeks later the war began. Only after 600,000
American lives had been lost would the broad land
be reunited. Four days after the guns fell silent, one
last bullet, fired by an assassin, ended the life of the
most peaceful of men who had fulfilled his oath to
‘preserve and protect’ his country.

In the half century since Abraham Lincoln had
been born in the western slave state of Kentucky in
1809 the United States had doubled in size. The
thirteen original states had grown to thirty-three
and the self-dependent local world had given way to
a huge market with railroads, canals, river-boats and
the telegraph supporting a continuously expanding
population and tying all the strands together. As the
frontier moved westward so the interests of the
various sectors of the country developed in
different ways and brought conflict which required
political solutions. Power was shared between the
Federal government and the governments of
the individual states — their relations were defined
by the Constitution of 1787. Ambiguities of

interpretation arose increasingly, ultimately to a
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Abraham Lincoln The Expansion of Slavery

point where conflicting views could be resolved
only by bloodshed.

In the North, hundreds of thousands of settlers
had established small farms. By the middle of the
century their surpluses of corn and hogs, which
used to go down the Mississippi to New Orleans for
shipment, were flowing back eastward on the
railroads to feed the growing cities of the Atlantic
seaboard. A natural east—west link was established in
which hard work, self-help and individual
enterprise were the key strengths. By contrast, the
Southern states, bounded by the left banks of the
two great rivers, Ohio and Mississippi, had grown
into a patriarchal society dominated by large
plantation owners who raised the valuable staple
crops for markets abroad as well as at home:
tobacco, rice, sugar and, above all, cotton which fed
the insatiable hunger of the Lancashire mills.

The two sections — the North and the West, and
the South — both complemented and conflicted with
each other. The South earned foreign currencies
with which America could buy its manufactured
goods from Europe; the West still provided much of
the South’s agricultural needs. The North provided

the capital needs of the planters, almost always



