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Preface

I have been thinkihg of editing a book of Who’s Who in
Natural Sciences in Contemporary China ever sinec I majored in
library and information in the Department of Library and
Informa tion Sciences of Central China Teachers University. In
addition to my regular studies at that time I did some work for
my fellow students in my department as well as in my university
and at the same time scrved as the editor of Students Journal of
Central China Teachers University. You can imagine how pre-
cious time was to me. Moreover , it was not an easy job for a
college student to edit such a book judging fsom the academic
level. That is why I did not start editing the book until I left
Wuhan after my graduation. This is only a belated statement
and history too.

How time flies . Thanks to the kindness of some specialists
and scholars and with the efforts of the compilers in the past
nearly two years, the first volume of Who's Who in Natural
Sciences in Contemporary China has now been compiled and will
be published.So I feel as if relieved of a heavy load.I would like to
take this opportunity to say a few words.

Forty years have passed from October [,1949, the birthday



of the People’s Republic of China, to October 1, this year. In
the forty years large numbers of specialists and scholars in natural
sciences have emerged in China .Cherishing a patriotic feeling of
hoping to make our nation prosperous and our country powerful
these specialists and scholars have gone all out in every field of
natural sciences determinedly. In most cases theirs is a weather
beaten , truth—seeking and light— pursuing life. a life in which
“they have conducted themselves openheartedly and engaged in
scholarship honestly” . They have greatly promoted the
deveiopment and progress of the whole human race as well as of
out nation., Their achievements in scientific research are the
treasure of their national culture and the fruit of human wisdom
Therefore they are both the represent—atives of human wisdom
and the pride of the Chinese nation.It is impossible for as to make
our nation prosperous and our country powerful without them
and their hard work in China, a land of 9.6 million square
kilometres . Precisely because of this Comrade Deng Xiaoping ad-
vocates that science and technology are the primary productive
forces and. points out emphatically that we must rely on the
inte—Hectuals.This is actually a Marxist view to historical tread.
The world was created by man and in the world of man.Man
is the measure of all the values.The issue of man is the important
issue of present—day philosophy. Whether man is studied and
cared for ar not is one of the most cardinal reasons of whether
present—day philosophy is influential, inspiring and vital. There-
fore, one of the aims of compiling this book is notonly to spread
culture and science and to build up the public image tor the
5



intellec—tuals, but also to provide historical basis for the people
chosen as entries in the book so that the people of our era and
later generations can make a thorouh study of them. Furthermore,
It is also a sacred task entrusted to us by history to build up the
public image for the senior intellectuals with scholastic attain-
ments.

What is mentioned above is the reason why I wanted to edit
the book Who’s Who in Natural Sciences in Contemporary
China.

Now, I would like to say something about the criteria of
choosing the entries, that is how to judge and select the “figures”.
By the figures in natural sciences we mean those who have made
certain scholastic contributions in a certain branch of learning in
natural sciences . What are the criteria of certain scholastic con-
tributions then? I believe we can judge them with objective
criteria, such as the quantity of their academic theses and mono-
graphs or whether they have won any prize and all kinds of
honourable duties vested by the academic circles , the posts they
hold in the learned society and various titles conferred by the
state.Generally speaking, the “figures "may be chosen as entries
in the book after the judgement with these criteria. Naturally,
what is called objective criteria here is not necessarily the com-
plete scientific criteria ih choosing the entries. For example, the
large quqntity of the acadmic theses and monographs does not
mean high quality. In such case the compilers have to exercise
their judgement so as to make evolution and cheice , In which
there wduld be inevitably subjective assumption . But on the
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whole, on the basis of choosing figures by their academic contri-
butions and after strict reading and editing , this book is the
works of academic history that objectively mirrors the life, aca-
demic activities, scholastic thinking and attainments of the se-
nior intellectuals in contemporary China.By reading this book the
readers can come to see the fact that the specialists and scholars
have made great contributions to their motherland in science and
technology. What is worth mentioning is that people whose aca-
demic attainments, dedication and contributions are sufficient to
be written in this book will be surely chosen in every volume one
after another, since China has a large population and a galaxy of
talent.

Some of the figures who have heen chosen as entries in this
book are already scientists well-known at home and abroad.
Others will join the rank of scientists . Still others have really
made indelible contributions to their motherland and to the cause
of human scientific research. although they are not yet scien tists
and are not likely to step into the ranks of scientists. They are cal-
led “ figures” who worth the names given by the predeces-
sorspeople of our era and the coming generations.

The distinguishing feature of this book lies in its
learnedness, truthfulness and retrievability. The reason why there
is learnedness in the book is that we have objectively recorded the
major academic activities , academic thinking and treatises of
those who are chosen as entries . The reason why there is
truthfulness in it is that the brief biographies of those in the book
are provided mainly by those who are still living and in good

7



health, or by their relatives or assistants if they are dead.In both
cases their units have also given proof for them. The reason why
there is retrievability is that there are not so many words in every
brief biography and there are classified catalogue of subjects and
name index.So you may consult it according to either subjects or
the number of strokes of the surnames. In fact it is also a
full-length reference book.

I am extremely grateful to Mr Huang Zhizheng, the senior
editor and president of Hunan Publishing House, for his great
help on the publication of this book.

I am especially appreciative of the full cooperation of the
members of the editorial board and the scholars chosen as entries.

I would like to say that I shall feel very much pleased if the
successors in history would be enlightened by the academic think-
ing and the way of learning of those who have been chosen as en
tries in the book.If there are some shortcomings and mistakes in
the book, I hope that the prominent scholars at home and
abroad will not stint their criticism.

Wu Zhong giang
132 Yuzhou Road
Chongging, China
May 15, 1989
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Note to the Readers

1. Who’s who in Natural Sciences in Contemporary China
will be published in succession in 10 Volumes. This work is the
valuable material for academic research and the favorite reading
to natural researchers, college teachers and students, and those
who are fond of natural science.

2. Our intention to compile the work is to glorify the hard
working and selflessly—rendering higher intellectuals. who have
been keeping forging ahead in the fields of natural science.to br-
ing about an advance in natural science, and to leave for the lat-
er generations some precious historical materials.

3. Concolluted in the work are biographies of those who
have made academic contributions in the subjects of contempora-
ry natural science in China (including Taiwan, Hongkong and
Macao) .Subjects in this field are general theory of natural sci-
ence (including systematic philosophy, information of science
and technology); mathamatics; mechanics; physics; chemist-
1y, aslronology; survey and drawing; geophysics; meteorolo-
gy, geology; oceanology; physical geography; biology (in-
cluding anthropology); medical science; materia medica; hy-
gienics; agricultural science; industrial technology (including
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