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Treasure Pleasure

Partl Getting ready (omit)

Partil Fast track

A Weekend fair
You are going to hear an advertisement for a pleasure fair. While listening, focus
on the major points and fill in the notice below with the missing information.

Notice
Location: Glen Helen Regional Park
The 37th Annual Renaissance Pleasure Fair
Duration: § weckends from now through June 20th

What to enjoy? 8 stages of continuous entertainment, costume performers. fine
handcrafis, exotic foods, hearty ales

Want to take part in it? Please contact: 180052fair

Tapeseript:

it is time for the fair — the Renaissance Pleasure Fair. The original world-
renowned recreation of an Elizabethan country village and market place returns
to Glen Helen Regional Park for eight glorious weekends now through June 20th.
Eight stages of continuous entertainment, thousands of costume performers, fine
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handcrafts, exotic foods and hearty ales. The Renaissance Pleasure Fair is
celebrating 37 years in Southern California. Travel back to the time when Queen
Elizabeth rules the day and Shakespeare is in love. Nestled among 31 rolling
wooded acres, the fair is located in beautiful Glen Helen Regional Park 10
minutes north of the 10 freeway on interstate 15 in the foothills of the san
Bernardino Mountains next to the Blockbluster Pavillion. Eat, drink, and be
merry. The 37th annual Renaissance Pleasure Fair! Saturdays, Sundays and
Memorial Day now through June 20th, Call 180052fair for information and
discount tickets.

Cocooning
Now listen to a short passage about in-home entertainment. Then complete the
following chart in note form.

The meaning of the word “cocoon”:

original meaning: /i illar/com rfly or moth
figurative meaning: a warm, safe, snug home
Activities and entertainments preferred by cocooning families:
stay home for meals, rent videos
Services and products for these activities and entertainments:
-gut fi nveni fq
big-screen TVs/CD players/computers
Two factors in the popularity of cocooning:
time: long hours at work/not want/spend time traveling/lack time to cook

money: hﬁl&mﬂﬁakmn_ﬁmdimd_nmmm_mmmmﬂg
cheaper .

Tape;gript: ’

A caterpillar spins a cocoon and stays inside until it comes out as a
butterfly or moth. Thus, the word cocoon is used to describe a warm, safe,
shug home.

Today, the word cocooning describes how families stay at home instead of
going out for meals and entertainment. For example, people rent videos to watch
at home instead of going out to the movies. Businesses offer products to support
this lifestyle. Restaurants and food stores offer a wide range of take-out food and
convenience food. Big-screen TVs, CD players, and computers entertain people
in their own homes.

Time and money are two important factors in the popularity of in-home

entertainment. For example, people who spend long hours at work usually want
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to stay home in the evening. If they commute to work, they don’t want to spend
time traveling for leisure activities. Two-income families often lack the time to
cook, but they have the money to pay for take-out foods. Moreover, in-home
entertainment costs less than going out. Parents do not have to find and pay a
baby-sitter. Renting videos is cheaper than going to the cinema.

Living in a community

In this section you are going to hear a passage talking about community life.
Before listening, think about the pre-listening questions below. While listening,
focus on the major points and do not forget to take notes. Then complete the

following summary.

Pre-listening questions:

1. Do you know your neighbors well?

2. Do you think it is harder to get to know your neighbors today than it used to be?
3. What are some of the good ways to communicate with the people living in

your neighborhood?

Summary

Services and facilities in Canadian communities are either run by a local
government or organized by the people themselves. Government-run ones include
libraries, recreation centers, swimming pools, skating rinks, tennis _courts,
gymnasiums, programs and lessons, etc. On the other hand, people may help
organize clubs and special-interest groups including singing clubs, neighborhood
watch programs, and community theaters. Taking part in community activities can
help people (a) meet other people, (b) have a stronger community spirit, (¢) and
make their communities a safer and better place to live.

Tapescript:

Canadians have many kinds of services and facilities in their communities.
For example, local government may operate libraries or recreation centers, which
are funded by taxes and cost little for residents to use. Facilities include
swimming pools, skating rinks, tennis courts, and gymnasiums. Programs and
lessons are offered to both children and adults.

In addition to government-run programs, people organize clubs and special-
interest groups in their community. There may be singing clubs, neighborhood
watch programs, and community theater.

Joining such clubs and using local facilities are good ways to meet other
people living in the community. This approach is especially important since
today’s lifestyles can make it difficult to get to know your neighbors. For
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instance, because many people spend long hours working far from home, they do
not have as many opportunities to talk to their friends and neighbors.

However, Canadian society may see more socialization among neighbors in
the future. More people are choosing lifestyles that keep them home more often.
For example, many people run home-based businesses. When people know their
neighbors, they have a stronger community spirit and their neighborhoods are
safer and better places to live.

Computer and coffee attract customers

1. A cybercafe is a cafe or coffechouse that has computers for its customers
to use. Cybercafes are becoming popular in many cities around the world.
The following short passage you are going to hear is about a cybercafe
called Serendipity. Before listening, think about the pre-listening
questions below. While listening, focus on the major points and do not
forget to take notes. After that, complete the following diagram with
appropriate information.

Pre-listening questions:

(1) Do you enjoy using computers?

(2) Are you fond of drinking coffee?

(3) How do you think computers have helped or hurt our society?
(4) Do you think coffee is good or bad for our health?

(5) Have you ever been to a cybercafe?

The development of What one can do there

Serendipity
a traditional coffee drink coffee and chat with a comfortable
—» !
house friends place

write business reports;
do homework;
play games;
access the Internet;
send /receive e-mail;
find entertainment informa-
tion

acybercafe a place where one

can surf the Net and
enjoy a cup of
cappuccino  with
friends
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for travelers:

future check e-mail;

plan send business documents;
. ith offi

a cybercafe  with face to face business

{deo-cont . Ly . I
equipment and other across the globe;
equipment poetry readings on Thurs-
day nights;
musical events on Saturday
nights

2. Now listen to the passage again. After that, some statements will be read to
you. Decide whether they are true or false. Write “T” or “F” in the brackets.

(D (F) ) (F) 3) (M 4 (F) () (F) (6) (1)

Tapescript:

Fran Klaus is the owner of a coffeehouse in Beckley, West Virginia. The
name of her coffeehouse is Serendipity. Until this fall, Serendipity was a
comfortable place for people to drink coffee and chat with friends. That all
changed when Klaus met Cameron Taylor. Taylor is a computer expert. He
wanted to bring new technology to West Virginia.

Klaus and Taylor decided to turn Serendipity into a cybercafe. “It was like a
bolt of lightning hit us both at the same time.” Klaus said. “When we met, we
realized what a good team we would be.”

With the popularity of computers, e-mail, and the Intemet, the newly
opened cybercafe at Serendipity is very busy. It was just what Beckley, West
Virginia needed.

Serendipity is the first cybercafe in West Virginia, but cybercafes are not
unusual in other parts of the country. In fact, the first one in the United States
opened in 1984, In the early 1990s, there were fewer than 100. Today, cybercafes
are popular in many places. There are now over 1 000 cybercafes in cities around
the world. ‘

Serendipity’s cybercafe has four new state-of-the-art computers. Customers can
use the computers to do many things. For example, they can write business reports,
do homework, or play games. They can also use the computers to access the Internet,
send or receive e-mail messages, and find entertainment information. They can do all
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of these things in the comfort of a coffechouse atmosphere.

“We are a favorite place for young professionals and students,” Klaus said.
“You see lots of people here with laptdp computers. Computers and coffee cups,
business and coffee beans. They just seem to go together.”

The cybercafe s also perfect for travelers. “Travelers can check their e-mail,
send business documents, communicate with their office, and have a cup of
coffee at the same time.”

Adding a cybercafe is not the only change for the comfortable coffechouse.
In the future, Klaus and Taylor want to install video-conferencing equipment.
With video-conferencing, customers can have face-to-face business meetings
with people across the globe.

Serendipity’s future plans also include poetry readings on Thursday nights
and musical events on Saturday nights.

Lots of people seem to enjoy going to Serendipity’s cybercafe. As Klaus said,
“Where else can you surf the Net and enjoy a cup of cappuccino with friends””

Statements:

(1) In the early 1990s, there were more than 100 cybercafes in the United
States.

(2) Serendipity has four old computers.

(3) The first cybercafe in the United States opened in 1984.

(4) Cybercafes are not common in other cities in the United States.

(5) Serendipity is the first cybercafe in South Carolina.

(6) Computers and coffee go together for many people.

The Smithsonian Folklife Festival

l. In this section you are going to hear a passage about a popular yearly
celebration of cultural traditions: the Smithsonian Folklife Festival in the
United States. While listening, focus on the major points and do not forget to
take notes. After that, fill in the blanks with the missing information.

General information about the festival
Name: the Smithsonian Folklife Festival
Location: the National Mall, Washington D.C.
Time: gyery summer
Duration: 10 days
Theme of the festival: showing different cultures and people — their music and
art, stories and celebrations, things made for home and to sell
Organizer: the Smithsonijan Institution
History: 33 years

2. Now listen to the passage again and fill in the following chart with key words.
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Museums
New Hampshire Part Romanian Area
What one can see or watch: Activities outside: play horn and
Guns/sport _hunting/information drum
about a_winter dog-sled race/ Musicians: step and kick/turn and

Competition: throw and catch Cooks: prepare Romanian salad
balloons filled with water

P

Activities inside: Activities inside:
Music playing Woman: weave a floor-
Square dance called a covering
Virginia Reel The young: make a rug

L~~~ TSN /M—/\/\/\\,

South African Area

objects shown: jewelry/baskets and toys
grass weaving: baskets/wall hangings/covers for tables

large paintings: murals/help communicate

JUSWNUOIA]
Capitol Building

Smithsonian Institution

Tapescript:

Today we tell about a popular yearly celebration of cultural traditions — the
Smithsonian Folklife Festival in Washington, D.C.

Visitors to Washington usually spend some time on the open, grassy area
called the National Mall. The United States’ Capitol Building is at the east end of
the Mall. The monument honoring America’s first President, George Washington,
is at the west end. Museums and the Smithsonian Institution buildings are on the
north and south sides of the Mall.

Usually, the Mall is a place where people walk, sit or play. But for ten days
each summer, part of the Mall is crowded with unusual sights, sounds and smells.
That is when the Smithsonian Folklife Festival is held. Today, we bring you
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some of those sights and sounds.

For thirty-three years, the Smithsonian Institution has organized the Folklife
Festival. The word folklife describes the cultural traditions of a people. It
includes their music and art, their stories and celebrations, the things they make
for their homes and to sell.

Each festival is about different cultures and people. This year, there were
three major cultural programs. They represented Romania, South Africa, and the
American state of New Hampshire,

Entering the Folklife Festival from the east end of the Mall is like stepping
into another world.

The sights and sounds that surround us are the sights and sounds of the East
European nation of Romania. Six musicians are playing dance music on horn and
drums under the hot sun. Six male dancers wear white clothing — shiny white
pants and shirts. Colorful belts circle the middie of their bodies. They step and
kick. They tum and spin. They step and kick again to the sounds of drum and
horn.

Nearby, Romanian cooks are showing a group of people how to prepare a
traditional Romanian salad. They explain that the salad may contain almost any
meat -— chicken, beef or pork. They suggest adding the white part of hard-boiled
eggs to give a pleasant appearance to the dish.

Inside another nearby tent, a woman is weaving a floor-covering on a loom.
Her granddaughter and a young friend are making a smailer rug at another table.

Our next visit at the Smithsonian Folklife Festival is to the South African
area.

Objects made by many South Africans are shown at the Folklife Festival
—including jewelry, baskets and toys. One of the most interesting is the grass
weaving of Raseetsi Alice Molaba of the Free State. She creates baskets,
wall-hangings and covers for tables using only grass, water, and the skill of
her hands.

We also see large paintings — murals — that help South Africans
communicate with each other. About 100 languages are spoken in the nation.

Each year, the Smithsonian Folklife Festival includes one state in the United
States. This year, the state is New Hampshire. This northeastern state is known
for its natural beauty and many outdoor activities.

Visitors can see several kinds of guns used in sport hunting. Another arca
has information about a winter dog-sled race planned for next February.
Organizers call the event “The Greatest Show on Snow”. Nearby, Jay Trayner is
building a traditional canoe. Many visitors watch silently as he carefully puts
together the wooden pieces of the boat.

The New Hampshire area includes a place where people are doing activities



