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PREFACE

Wang Yifu, vice governor of Fujian

The existing ancient houses that wiiness the vicissitudes of life
deserve our attention.

Architecture is a sign of civilization.  And human habitation
advances with the progress of civilization.  But from the primitive
cave—dwelling to the later hut—inhabiting, though a small step, it took
thousands of years. In face of the ancient residences that luckily
survived the time and tide, anyone with a sense of history will find that
they are the sediment of time, of culture, and the crystallization of the
labor of our ancestors. Thus rippling deep in one’ & heart is a feeling,
distant but concrete. Take a stop and listen to the hardships these
houses experienced, and have a touch on the variegated remains. All, as
a whole, is a book that is worth reading.

Statisties  proves that domestic  architecture  accounts for a
considerable proportion of the ancient building. Of it are the ancient
residences in Fujian, which distinguish themselves in the treasure—house
of ancient dwelling architecture. The publication of the hooks, I think,
will naturally draw a public attention to the bhuildings, a tribute we owe
long to the ancient residences over Fujian.

I hope this publication will acquaint the readers with these
buildings, with their hardships, their beauty, and their lasting value.
And so much the better, if the bhooks can promote a concern for the
protection of those buildings, because they undoubtedly are precious
cultural heritage that belong not only to Fujian, to Chinese nation, but

also to the whole mankind.

August 2002
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