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Preface

Alvin Toffler,the futurist who wrote Future Shock and The
Third Wave, said: “ Technological innovation consists of three
stages,linked together into a sell-reinforcing cycle. First ,there is
the creative,feasible idea. Second ,its practical appiication. Third,

its diffusion through socitety. ”

During the past decade, ] have visited China over forty
times. It is evident that China is now giving increasing emphasis
to her disabled population. Special education seems to become
diffused through the Chinese society. But for the deaf popula-
tion,there is still a need foe a creative,feasible idea with practical

applications. I believe this book is a germination of that idea.

In 1989, the Gallaudet Research Institute issued a working
paper which employed this heading in its opening paragraph:
“The Failure of Deaf Education”. This paper cited repeated stu-
dies which indicate that education of deaf students in the United
States is not as it should be. Deaf students’scores are markedly
depressed in spelling, comprehension, vocabulary, mathemmatics

concepts,mathematics computation,social studies,and science.

The authors for the Gallaudet Paper blamed the failure on

the fundamental lack of access to curricular content. As a reme-
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dy,they proposed a model program for education of deaf children
and listed a number of guiding principles which constitute the

main body of this paper Unlocking the Curriculum; Principles for

Achieving Access in Deaf Education. Of the 12 principles listed,
the first and foremost is :DEAF CHILDREN WILL LEARN IF
GIVEN ACCESS TO THE THINGS WE WANT THEM TO
LEARN.

Simple and feasible as it is ,the American education system
has failed 1o recognize the profoundity of this principle and to
make full application. In this context,] therefore wish to congra-
tulate my Chinese colleagues for writing this book on Preschool
Deal Education. Indeed ,special education for deaf children should
begin as early as possible in order to take advantage of critical

period effects.

On behalf of Educational Services Exchange with China, I
pray that this book will make an innovative contribution to the
future of special education. For the sake of deaf children in Chi-

na,] wish my Chinese colleagues in Pre-school Deaf Education

tremendous SUCCESS.
E% X)L

Dr. Danny Yu

President,

Educational Services Exchange
with China

Cctober §,1992
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