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INTRODUCTION

What A Life! Stories of Amazing People is a beginning
reader. It is the first in a three-book series of biographies for
students of English as a second or foreign language. Twenty-
five people have been selected for this book: 12 women and 12
men. Their backgrounds and talents are very different, ranging
from a nineteenth-century Russian composer, to an African
American boxing champion, to a young Chinese artist. All of
them have made significant contributions to the world.

Each unit focuses on one person’s biography. The
biographies have been arranged in chronological order;
however, they can be taught in any order.

Each unit contains:

¢ A prereading activity

¢ A reading passage (300-350 words)

¢ Topic-related vocabulary work

* Comprehension exercises, including pair work

¢ Discussion questions

¢ A writing activity

BEFORE YOU READ opens with a picture of the
person featured in that unit. Prereading questions follow.
Their purpose is to motivate students to read, encourage
predictions about the content of the reading, and
involve the students’ own experiences when possible.
Vocabulary can be presented as the need arises.

The READING passage should be first done individually, by
skimming for the general content. The teacher may wish to
explain the bolded vocabulary words at this point. The
students should then do a second, dloser reading, Further
reading(s) can be done aloud.

The two VOCABULARY exercises focus on the bolded
words in the reading. Meaning, a definition exercise,
encourages students to work out the meanings from the
context. The second exercise, Use, reinforces the
vocabulary further by making students use the words ina
meaningful, yet possibly different, context. This section
can be done during or after the reading phase, or both.

There are several COMPREHENSION exercises. Each

viii

unit contains Understanding the Reading and Remembering
Details. These are followed by either Understanding the
Sequence or Sentence Completion. All confirm the content
of the text either in general or in detail. These exercises
for developing reading skills can be done individually.
in pairs, in small groups, or as a class. It is preferable to
do these exercises in conjunction with the text, since
they are not meant to test memory. Understanding the
Sequence is followed by Tell the Story, and Sentence
Completion is followed by Dictation. Both exercises
involve spoken pair work. In each case, students can
correct each other’s mistakes.

DISCUSSION questions encourage students to bring their
own ideas and imagjination to the related topics in each
reading. They can also provide insights into cultural
similarities and differences.

WRITING provides the stimulus for students to write
simple sentences about their own lives. Teachers should use
their own discretion when deciding whether or not to
correct the writing exercises.

What A Life! is an exciting introduction to some of
history’s most amazing people. Teachers may want to
support their discussions with other books, magazine
and newspaper articles, or videos. There are also many
good websites, three of which are listed below. These
sites are very informative, yet easy to navigate. They
will be excellent resources for students and teachers alike.

www.encarta.com is a general, online encyclopedia.

www.biography.com is a website that specializes in

biographies.

www.pathfinder.com/time/time100.com features profiles of
Time magazine’s choices for the “100 Most Important People
of the 20th Century.” Several of the people in this book—
Albert Einstein, Pablo Picasso, Akio Morita, Anne Frank,
Muhammad Ali, Pelé, and Princess Diana—were among
those that were chosen.
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UNIT 1

WILLIAM
SHAKESPEARE

(1564-1616)

L T e P AT ot F R

BEFORE YOU

WilliamShakespearewasaveryfamouswriter.Whatdoyouknowabouthim?Are

these sentences true? Check (v) Yes or No.

1. Shakespeare was American.

2. Shakespeare wrote poems and plays.
3. He was an actor.

4. His plays are still popular today.

Now read about William Shakespeare and check your answers.

O Yes

O Yes
O Yes
O Yes

O No
O No
O No
O No
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WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

At the age of one, William Shakespeare
was lucky to be alive. After he was born,
a deadly disease came to England. It was
called the plague. It killed thousands of
people. But William Shakespeare lived.

Shakespeare grew up in Stratford-
upon-Avon, England. He went to school
nine hours a day, six days a week. In 1582,
at age 18, he married Anne Hathaway, a
farmer’s daughter. She was eight years
older than he was. Their first child was a
daughter. Later they had twins. In 1585,
Shakespeare left Stratford-upon-Avon.
His wife and children stayed behind. No
one knows why he left or what he did
between 1585 and 1592.

In 1592, Shakespeare lived in London. He
rented rooms or lived with friends. He
visited his wife and family once a year.
Shakespeare became an actor, and he also
wrote plays. He usually acted in his own

Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, and Macbeth. He
wrote 37 plays in all. They are still popular
today.

Then the plague came again. Many
people died. The theaters closed for two
years. Shakespeare could not write plays,
so he wrote poems. When the theaters
opened, Shakespeare wrote plays again.
Shakespeare had a theater group. It was
the most successful group of that time.
Shakespeare earned almost no money
from his writing. But he made a lot of
money from acting. With this money he
bought a large house in Stratford-upon-
Avon for his family. He was friendly with
the richest people in town. He was a
gentleman—a man of high class who
didn’t have to work.

At age 49, Shakespeare retired and went
to live in Stratford-upon-Avon. He died at
52. He left his money to his family. He left

plays. Some of his most famous plays were  his genius to the world.
VOCABULARY
¢ MEANING

Write the correct words in the blanks.

disease twins plays lucky

retired genius poems

1. William Shakespeare had good fortune. Other babies died, but he did not. He was

lucky

2. The plague was a terrible . It was a sickness that passed from
one person to another.

3. Shakespeare wrote , and he and his friends acted in them at the
theater.

4. Shakespeare wrote very well. He had a special ability. He was a

5. Shakespeare got older. He stopped working and

2 uUnit 1



6. Shakespeare’s wife had two children born at the same time. She had

7. Shakespeare wrote about ideas and emotions. The writing had short lines
and few words. He wrote

¢ USE
Work with a partner to answer these questions. Use complete sentences.
1. What is your lucky number?
2. The plague is a disease. What are two other diseases?
3. Hamlet is a play. What is the name of another famous play?
4. Who do you think is a genius?
5. What do twins have that is the same?
6. What does a person do when he or she retires?

COMPREHENSION
¢ UNDERSTANDING THE READING

Circle the letter of the correct answer.

1. Shakespeare worked
a. in Stratford-upon-Avon  b. in London c. near his family

2. When the theaters closed, Shakespeare
a. wrote plays  b. started a theater group c. wrote poems

3. Shakespearé made his money from his
a.acting  b. poems c. plays

¢ REMEMBERING DETAILS
Reread the passage and answer the questions.

1. At what age did Shakespeare marry?

2. Where did Shakespeare’s family live?

3. How many plays did Shakespeare write?

4. What are two plays that Shakespeare wrote?
5. Where did Shakespeare go when he retired?
6. Who did he leave his money to?

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE



¢ UNDERSTANDING THE SEQUENCE

Which happened first? Write 1 on the line. Which happened second? Write 2 on
the line.

1. There was a plague in England.
William Shakespeare was born.

2. Shakespeare had twins.
Shakespeare had a daughter.

3. Shakespeare went to London.
Shakespeare married.

4. Shakespeare bought a large house in Stratford-upon-Avon.
Shakespeare retired.

4 TELL THE STORY

Work with a partner. Tell the story of William Shakespeare to your partner. Use
your own words. Your partner can ask you questions about the story. Then, your
partner tells you the story and you ask questions.

DisSCUSSION

Discuss the answers to these questions with your classmates.

1. Do you know any of Shakespeare’s plays? Which one(s)?
2. Why do you think Shakespeare’s plays have been popular for over 400 years?
3. Do you want to be an actor or actress? Why or why not?

WRITING

Write about a movie you saw.

Example: I saw a movie. The name of the movie was Titanic. It was about a famous ship.

4 UnNit 1



UNIT 2

LOUIS XIV
(1638-1715)

L OMEREIT RN SN WA LS R AT AT " . o SRR

BEFORE YOU READ

Louis XIV was a famous French king. What do you know about kings and queens?
Answer the questions with a partner. :

1. How does a person become a king or queen?

2. Do any countries have kings or queens today?

3. What do you think of when you think of a king or queen?

4. Look at the picture of Louis XIV. What can you say about him?

Now read about Louis XIV.

b
A
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LOUIS XIV

Louis became King of France at the age of
five when his father died. In the beginning,
he was too young to rule, so his mother
helped him. Then at age 17, Louis ruled the
country alone. He was king for 72 years.
France became a powerful country with
Louis as king. But Louis lived a life of
huxury, which made people angry.

Louis built a huge palace at Versailles,
near Paris. It took 40 years to finish it. At
one time, 36,000 people worked on
building the palace. The palace cost so
much money that Louis did not let people
talk about it. The gardens of the palace
had 1,400 fountains. The fountains used a
lot of water so they worked for only three
hours at a time.

The fountains used water, but Louis
did not! He hated to wash. He took only
three baths in his life. He washed only
one part of his body—the tip of the nose.
Everyone in the palace had to do what
the king did, so people washed only their
noses!

VOCABULARY
¢ MEANING

Write the correct words in the blanks.

rule
fountains

powerful
appetite

luxury
tip

Louis XIV had other unusual rules. He
liked to keep the windows open at the
palace. He wanted dozens of people
around him when he got dressed. Also,
only the king and queen could sit on
chairs with arms. Everybody else had to
sit on chairs with no arms.

Louis had problems sleeping. People
say that he had 413 beds. He went from
one bed to another until he fell asleep.
But he had a good appetite. A normal
dinner for Louis was four bowls of soup,
two whole chickens, ham, lamb, a salad,
cakes, fruit, and hard-boiled eggs. He
also drank a lot of champagne because
his doctor told him to. He lived to be 77
years old. When he died, doctors said his
stomach was two times the size of a
normal stomach.

Louis XIV was not always popular, but
he was an important king in the history of
France. He was so important that he was
called “the Sun King.”

palace

1. Louis XIV built a very large house called Versailles. It was a beautiful

2. Aking’sjob is to

his country.

3. When Louis XIV was king, his country was very important. It was a

country.

4. Louis liked to have very expensive things. These things were not necessary.

He liked

6 UNIT 2



5. Louis always ate big dinners. He had a good
6. In a park, water often comes out of

7. The end of your nose is the of it.

¢ USE
Work with a partner to answer these questions. Use complete sentences.
1. Who rules England today?
2. What comes out of a fountain?
3. Who are some people who live a life of luxury?

4. Who is a powerful person?
5. What is the name of a famous palace?

COMPREHENSION
¢ UNDERSTANDING THE READING

Circle the letter of the correct answer.

1. Louis XIV was a famous king because

a.heatealot  b.hewashedonly c. hebuilt the palace
his nose of Versailles

2. Louis XIV loved .
a.beautiful beds  b. alife of luxury  c. baths

3. Louis XIV ruled .
a.foralong time  b.inEngland  c. 36,000 people

¢ REMEMBERING DETAILS
Reread the passage and answer the questions.

1. How long was Louis XIV king?

2. How old was Louis XIV when he ruled the country alone?

3. What was the name of Louis’s palace?

4. How many fountains were there in the gardens of the palace?
5. What part of his body did Louis wash?

6. In the palace, who sat on chairs with arms?

Louis XIV



4 SENTENCE COMPLETION

Match the words in Column A and Column B to make sentences.

A B
__ 1. Louis liked a. sleep well.
___ 2. Louis hated b. a good appetite.
__ 3. Louis had c. to keep the windows open.
__ 4. Louis didn’t d. when he was 17 years old.
___ 5. Louis became king e. when he was five years old.
___ 6. Louis ruled the country alone f. to wash.

4 DICTATION

Work with a partner. Read four sentences from the exercise above. Your partner
listens and writes the sentences. Then, your partner reads four sentences, and you
write them.

DIsCUSSION

Discuss the answers to these questions with your classmates.

1. Long ago, people didn’t take many baths or showers. How often should you
wash? Once or twice a day? Once a week? Give reasons.

2. Louis had a lot of unusual rules about the way he lived. Do you know some-
one that has unusual rules? Describe them.

3. Would you like to live a life like Louis XIV? Why or why not?

WRITING

Write about what you eat on a normal day.
Example: In the morning I have toast and coffee for breakfast.

8 UNIT 2



UNIT 3

FLORENCE
NIGHTINGALE
(1820-1910)

BEFORE YOU READ

Florence Nightingale was a famous nurse. What are three important qualiti&s fora
nurse? Discuss your answers with a partner.
A nurse should be:
clean kind educated strong
rich pretty intelligent  polite
Now read about Florence Nightingale.




