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Chapter One

The Evening of Tuesday
9 April 1912

OFHEEEERCNSERENNFENH RS HEM
B, BRIEDNANMRARR, MEREG RS ENGREE,RE
R — N NR S 4N R W BN /RN HIERILEE
RIIRINR . 191246 4 B 9 B(EBMZ)WE, B - RF KA
4 WRERENNE, AP EEE - REIRFEERSEM
HZEEHIME, ’

In the spring of 1912, at the age of 60, I was leading a soli-
tary® life? in rooms in Piccadilly®. While continuing to see a
few regular® patients®, I had, for the most part, ended my
medical practice. My working time was now devoted® almost

@ solitary a. JRIHAY

@ lead a...life it&E: - AR

® Piccadilly n. B2+l K% (£ Haymarket i Hyde Park Comer 2 [H]
MeBEEE H)

@ regular a. BHE, EHK

® patient n. A

® devote to AT



entirely® to writing historical novels. This turn in my writing
career® had come as quite a surprise — and I must say, disap-
pointment® - to my publisher®, who would have preferred® that
I did nothing but record past adventures® of my friend, Mr
Sherlock Holmes. As a favour® to him, and many loyal® read-
ers, I occasionally® sifted® through old notes on Holmes’s cases
and produced a new manuscript®. But I also was respectful of ®
Holmes’s desire for solitude® and anonymity®.

Holmes had long since retired® from his illustrious® career
as a detective and was now living on a smallholding® on the
South Downs. He rarely came to the city, but several times a

entirely ad. SE4#b

career n. BNV, 43
disappointment n. R#E
publisher ». HARE

prefer v. TR, BERK
adventure n. ERHIZH
favour n. BE

loyal a. HBiRK
occasionally ad. B}, {B/R
sift v. VEH

manuscript z. F/§

be respectful of Xf----- HE
solitude n. P

anonymity n. B4, B4
retire v. Bk

illustrious a. Z5HH
smallholding n. /p4E3%
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year 1 would travel to his country retreat® and inform him of
whatever news I had heard about recent® criminal® investiga-
tions®. I often called at Scotland Yard® to see young Inspector®
Wiggins, who provided me with® detailed® accounts® of cur-
rent® cases. There were times too when Wiggins, baffled® by a
particularly® complex® case, would travel to Sussex to consult®
his old mentor®.

My visits to Holmes seldom® involved® talking over® old

retreat n. B

inform sb of sth FIFEA RS
recent a. JIEK

criminal a. JEFRH

investigation n. W2, BFE
Scotland Yard F5#% 2 3 (16 5B T)
inspector n. ¥R

provide sb with %3 AfER--- -
detailed a. 4K

account 7. ﬂiﬁ, Fﬁiﬁ

current a. %‘ETIH‘J

baffle v. B, ¥
particularly ad. JuH:, $5I
complex a. FZ2H)

consult v. ﬁi}‘(, %&

mentor n. i), FIH

seldom od. R, A%

involve v. . F

talk over i
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times. He had little patience with® nostalgia®. Whenever my
conversation® wandered to decades-0ld® memories of past cases,
he would rise from his chair and draw me over to® one of the
many scientific projects that were in progress in and around his
home. I was always reluctant® to visit the beehives® he kept in
his orchard®, even when I was fully covered by protective®
clothing. But I was fascinated® by his promising® work in the
scientific analysis of crime evidenec. I recall® one day in partic-
ular® when we travelled to a local inn to purchase® drinking
mugs — that is, unwashed drinking mugs, taken right off the
bar. After giving the landlord a generous® payment, Holmes
gathered up the mugs with a gloved hand and packed them into a

have little patience with X+--++ BERL
nostalgia . fFIHZ1E
conversation 7. 2%, 3R
decades-old a. ¥+4ERITHY
draw sb over to 83 ABLH]----
reluctant a. MEEM

beehives n. B5

orchard n. RE

protective a. 5P
fascinate v. i, A%
promising a. BHER

recall v. [E|{Z

in particular JE3{, 455

purchase v. BJ3E

generous a. HEA T
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box. At home, he applied® various? dry® chemical mixtures® to
the glass, hoping to develop a method of bringing out® detail in
smudged® fingerprints®.

I thought about Holmes as I sat at my dining room table late
one night, researching the early battles of the Boer War. Qut-
side, the wind howled® and heavy rains rattled® against the win-
dows. I had just put another log on the fire, and it was en-
gulfed® in crackling® flames. I welcomed these sounds. My
rooms had been much too quiet since the death of my wife six
months earlier. I thought back to other stormy nights at Baker
Street, when there would be a knock on the door, and a rain-
soaked stranger — speaking to us in frightened, confused or de-
manding tones — would ask our help in solving a problem. But
those days were gone, like all the history: that lined my book-
shelves®. ‘

As my mind wandered, I decided that it was time to

apply v. BH

various a. & FEHERY
“drya. FH

mixture n. BREY

bring out f# B/~

smudged a. S

fingerprints n. 38480, FH

howl v. &Y, &S

rattle v, B VWERHHIAIT

engulf v. BA, TR

crackle v. B3 EFU 3

bookshelf . 48
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abandon® my research for the evening. Leaving my books on
the table, I walked to the window and looked at the street be-
fow. In the glow of the street lamps, I watched as the rain
poured on to the cobbled® street and rushed along the gutters®.
Except for the fury® of Mother Nature, the streets were quiet.
The only sign of life was a small pack of neighbourhood dogs
conducting their nightly prowl® of the area. I was about to leave -
the window and retire® to my bedroom when I noticed the flash
of headlamps approaching up the street. A large, black motor-
car came to a stop directly in front of my rooms. The headlamps
blinked off® and , for several minutes, it appeared that no one
was going to leave the car. But then a man stepped out of® the
driver’s seat and rushed to the back to open the door for a pas-
senger®. The man in the back seat, wearing a dark hat and rain-
coat, climbed out of the car and immediately® looked up to the
window where I was standihg. We watched each other for a few
moments, before he lowered his head and walked in the direc-
tion of my door.

abandon v. K&

cobble v. HBA®IM%
gutter n. &I‘ﬁ

fury n. R, B8

prowl n. ¥

retire v. BIF

blink off [N

step out of FEH

passenger n. JR%E
immediately ad. ¥ %, § F
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I heard his knock, just as I reached the foot of the stairs. 1
tightened® the collar® of my dressing gown® round my neck,
slid back the bolt® and opened the door. The gust® of cold,
wet, wind penetrated® my body, and I began to shiver®. But
the stranger stood calmly, as though this were a casual® visit on
a sunny afternoon.

‘Dr Watson?’

‘Yes.’

‘My name is Sidney Reilly. May I come in?’

‘It’s very late. Unless this is a medical emergency, I must
ask you to come back in the morning. ’ |

‘Doctor,” he said with a half-smile. ‘I have an important
message for you from Mr Sherlock Holmes. And by tomorrow
morning, I suspect you’ll be on a ship bound for America. ’

I froze for a moment, not knowing whether I should believe
this extraordinary® statement®. But then, the appearance® of

tighten v. P&, B
collar n. §F

gown n. KM, EEM
bolt #. I'TH

gust n. —EF‘L
penetrate v. &, BE
shiver v. ¥i$}

casual a. IEEFHY
extraordinary a. JEFLEY, #5180
statement n. R
appearance n. M
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this stranger at night was worthy of Holmes’s sense of drama®.

Ten years earlier in Baker Street, I would not have been so fear-
ful of admitting a mysterious? late-night caller. But then, ten
years ago I would probably have remembered to slip® my service
revolver® into my dressing gown before opening the door.

I pulled the door back and asked Reilly to follow me up-
stairs. As we entered the drawing room, I took his rain-soaked®
hat and coat. Reilly was a dark, trim® man in his late thirties.
When he spoke he had a trace of an accent, or mixture of ac-
cents. He had calm, piercing® eyes that scemed to gaze over®
every feature® of the room as he walked towards the fire.

‘Doctor, I have been told that you are aware of the high
position Mr Holmes’s brother, Mycroft, holds in our intelligence
service. I too work for the government, and when. Mycroft
Holmes picks you up in the morning to take you to the railway
station, he will verify® that. He would have accompanied® me

drama n. 3RE
mysterious ¢. BB

slip v. &

revolver n. ZEF#
rain-soaked a. BRAKREH
trim a. BHHK

piercing a. #BLIH

gaze over BEH

feature n. J4E

verify v. #F3E

accompany v. FEE, FEBE
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this evening, only he had to make some last-minute® arrange-
ments for his brother.’

‘Forgive® me if I am sceptical®, Mr Reilly. But let us as-
sume® for the moment that what you are saying is true. Why
would you expect me to be boarding a ship for America in the
morning? Is this something Holmes wishes me to do?’

Reilly reached into his pocket and handed me a small enve-
lope®. It was addressed® to me in Holmes’s handwriting. ‘I
haven’t read it, but I believe that note will answer at least some
of your questions,’ he said.

I tore open® the envelope and read the note, which had
been dated that same day:

My dear Watson,

I realize that this request comes at a particularly sad time
for you, but once again, I am in need of your help. In the.
morning I will board a ship for America, and will not be seeing
you again for some time. The government has asked me to con-
duct a secret investigation and, after some encouragement® from

last-minute a. B/5ATRIH
forgive v. [RIR, TR
sceptical a. PFEEH)
assume v. B, {8
envelope n. g3

tear open #f 7
encouragement n. $X[Eh, 3H
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persistent® senior® officials, I have accepted. I would appreci-
ate it if you could find your way clear to join me on this voy-
age®. My investigation does not begin until I reach America, so
the voyage will be relaxing and uneventful®. The trip would do
you good and I would greatly enjoy seeing you at the start of this
adventure. However, after we reach New York, I fear that my
mission® will lead to our separation, so come at once if conve-
nient® — if inconvenient, come all the same. Mr Reilly will provide
you with a ticket.

Very sincerely yours®,

Sherlock Holmes.

‘I am convinced, Mr Reilly, I will have my cases packed
and be ready to travel in the morning.”’

‘Very, good, Doctor. That concludes® our business. You
understand, of course, that everything you see and hear — in-
cluding our meéting tonight — must be treated® in the strictest®

persistent a. FFARBEN

senior a. FKK, BHH

voyage n. AT, IKFT .

uﬁeventful a. YHLEL

mission n. f#ify, £

convenient a. fEFIN, FH{ERY

sincerely yours/yours sincerely BHEBHN(BEASEXBELIINE
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conclude v. 53, &Ik
treat v. XHEE, BN
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