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George Washington—His Personalities ,Writings and Stories

1. A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF HIS LIFE

Early Life (1732—1746)

Family Background. George Washington inherited
much more than a good mind and a strong body.
Washington belonged to an old colonial family that
believed in hard work, in public service, and in
worshiping God. The Washington family has been traced
back to 1260 in England. The name at that time was de
Wessington. It was later spelled Washington. Sulgrave
Manor in England is regarded as the home of George
Washington’s ancestors.

George's great-grandfather, John Washington( 1632—
1677) , came to live in America by accident. He was mate
on a small English ship that went aground in the Potomac
River in 1656 or 1657. By the time the ship was repaired,
he had decided to marry and settle in Virginia. He started
with little money. Within 20 years he owned more than 5,
000 acres, including the land that later became Mount
Vemnon. Lawrence Washington( 1659—1698), the eldest
son of John, was the grandfather of George.

Washington’s Parents. George’s father, Augustine
Washington(1694—1743) , was Lawrence’s youngest son.
After iron ore was discovered on some of his land, he
spent most of his time developing an ironworks. He had
four children by his first wife, Jane Butler. She died in
1729. In March, 1731, he married Mary Ball ( 1709—
1789), who became George’s mother.

—_— 2 —
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George Washington—His Personalities , Writings and Stories

Mary Ball did not have a very happy childhood. Her
father and mother both died before she was 13. Although
she had a large fortune, she spent all her life worrying
about money. After her son George became a man, she
wrote him many letters asking for money even though she
did not need it.

Augustine and Mary Ball Washington had six chil-
dren. Besides George, there were: Betty (1733—1797),
Samuel (1734—1781), John Augustine ( 1736—1787),
Charles (1738-—1799), and Mildred (1739—1740).

Boyhood. George Washington was born on Pope’s
Creek Farm in Westmoreland County, Virginia, on
February 22, 1732. When George was almost 3, his family
moved to the large, undeveloped plantation that was later
called Mount Vemon. It lay about 50 miles up the
Potomac River in Virginia and was then called Little
Hunting Creek Farm. Here George’s only playmates were
his younger sister and brothers. No neighbors lived close
by. But George had fun exploring the nearby woods and
helping out in farm work as well as a small boy could. He
saw little of his father, who made many trips to his
ironworks, about 30 miles away.

In 1738, when George was nearly 7, his father
decided to move closer to the ironworks. He bought the
260-acre Ferry Farm which lay on the Rappahannock
River across from Fredericksburg, Virginia.

Education. George probably began going to school in
Fredericksburg soon after the family moved to Ferry
Farm. No accurate records have been found that tell who

his teachers were.
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