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PREFACE

The first document human infection with HIV-1 was in 1959, in an African man residing in the Belgian
Congo. In the early 1980s, the horrible consequences of this infection become clear to the international com-
munity, as the AIDS epidemic claimed its first victims. To date, approximately 19 million people have died in
this epidemic. There are currently an estimated 34 million people infected worldwide with HIV, 25 million in
Africa alone. The tragedy now experienced in sub-Saharan Africa, where countries are threatened with the ex-
tinction of a quarter of their populations, bears witness to the devastation that can occur when this silent killer
is ignored.

China is still in a rapid increasing stage of the epidemic, although it is unclear what the scope of her prob-
lem may be. By official estimates in 1999, 17 000 Chinese had been infected, however, the actual number
may be as high as 500 000. With millions of population of migrant laborers journeying from rural China to her
cities, most of whom are young men in their 20s and 30s, there is the potential for this epidemic to wreak
unique devastation unless adequate measures for recognition and prevention are instituted.

With this in mind, “The Clinicopathology of AIDS” is a timely and important book. It is edited by the
pathologist Dr. Dechun Liu, from Bengbu Medical College, in Anhui, China. Between 1990 and 1992, when
AIDS was claiming many lives in the United States, Dr. Liu traveled to the epidemic’s North American epi-
center, New York City. There he studied the clinical and pathologic consequences of HIV infection at the
Mount Sinai School of Medicine, under the guidance of Drs. Alan L. Schiller and Ching-Shen Lin. As a re-
search fellow in the Department of Pathology, Dr. Liu observed many patients dying with AIDS, and was able
to study a large number of HIV-related diseases. This expertise doubtless serves him well in describing for the
Chinese medical establishment what the tragic consequences of this infection can be. The recognition of pa-
tients with AIDS, and importantly, of any manifestations that may be particular to the Chinese environment,
will be important as China confronts this great medical challenge.

The book is divided into two sections. Part one covers the general aspects of AIDS including the concept
of immunodeficiency diseases, AIDS case definition and diagnostic criteria, HIV and its pathogenesis, preva-
lent trends and incidence, staging and clinical manifestations, AIDS and related opportunistic infections and
neoplasms, and diagnostic methods. Part two describes AIDS-associated disease in various organ systems in de-
tail. The book will make an important contribution for Chinese clinicians and pathologists as they begin to en-
counter, and with generous government support hopefully successfully combat, the plague of AIDS.

Susan Morgello, M. D.

Associate Professor of Pathology

Mount Sinai School of Medicine, NYC, NY, USA
Alan L. Schiller, M. D.

Irene Heinz & John LaPorte Given professor

and Chairman of Pathology

Mount Sinai School of Medicine, NYC, NY, USA
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