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Preface

The title of this book is short and simple and its English translation could well be entitled
“Catalogue of Oracle Bone Rejoinings™. This simplicity is clearly intentional and it would
not be an overstatement to simply call this publication “TheCatalogue of Rejoinings™.
Coming after the publication of the 13 volumes of the “Chia-ku-wen he-chi.” (hereafter
“He-chi”), it is definitely the most important collection of new rejoinings.

The author, a research fellow at the prestigious Academia Sinica (Nan-kang, Taipei), has
long had a strong interest in the rejoining of separate fragments of oracle bones. His first
contribution was published as early as 1977, but this was only the beginning as we see
from the list of his articles on the subject at the end of the present catalogue, a
compilation of some 32 titles. Now all these rejoinings are collected together and appear

in the present work for the benefit of scholars working in the field.

Mostly the author uses the material collected in the *He-chi,” but also includes the
contents of the main catalogues published later on, namely the “Hsiao-t’un nan-ti chia-
ku” and the *Ying-kuo so-ts’ang chia-ku-lu”. In addition to this his work includes several
new catalogues, especially those which have been published in Japan. Besides this, with
dedication and untiring zeal, the author has taken the pains to work through all the ancient

catalogues, looking for possible new rejoinings.

The author does not concern himself with dating each of the inscriptions, but rather has a
table indicating to which of the “He-chi” they belong. In this way he indicates the period
to which, according to the"He-chi,” they belong. Another point worthy of mention, and
something no one has ever done before, is the way he indicates the numbers of the
fragments having the same inscription. For the author this was a very important tool for
the treatment of the oracle bone inscription material, and has provided an important key
to finding new rejoinings.

In his catalogue the author has reproduced rubbings of the highest quality available, the
printing of which is simply excellent, making them a pleasure to view. In front of the
rubbings, the author has added his own hand-made copiés. obviously made with the
utmost care. In certain cases, when the best rubbings are not perfectly clear, these hand

copies are invaluable.



In the second part of his volume, the author adds his own short and straightforward
commentary on the inscriptions. Some of the best scholars are quoted and their opinions
discussed. When the interpretations still remain in doubt, this is stated clearly. It goes
wihtout saying that the author is indeed a very learned person and his short and
unequivocal commentaries will be no small contribution for a better understanding of
oracle bone inscriptions.

The author adds several tables at the end of the volume. One of them is the list of
inscriptions, nearly one thousand of them, that appear twice in “He-chi”. Most of the time
this happens when a rubbing, included in a rejoining, is reproduced separately a second

time.

Another table provides a list of more than twelve hundred inscriptions called “t’'ung-wen”
in Chinese. The text is the same but is inscribed on different fragments. For those who
pay attention to the original graphs and their disposition on the inscription it will greatly
facilitate the use of “He-chi”.

But most important for scholars is the general list of all the rejoinings effected to date but
not included in “He-chi”. It includes the 360 new rejoinings made by the author together
with all those previously made, but unfortunately not included in the“He-chi”. There are
nearly 700 of these missed rejoinings. This general list is made according to the 13
volumes of the “He-chi”. As a result the present catalogue has become an indispensable
instrument for anyone using the “He-chi”.

As indicated by the tables at the end of this catalogue, the “He-chi” was in great need of
such a complementary work. However, by collecting and classifying so many rubbings
and hand copies, the “He-chi” made the work of Ts’ai Che-mao much easier. From now
on these two catalogues have to be used together, and for the rejoinings the present book
will remain “The Catalogue”.

Jean Lefeuvre
Ricci Institute

Taipei, Taiwan
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