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Preface

At the beginning of the 1990sthere is growing world-wide concern about
the marine environment and marine resources. The need to make wise dec-
isions based on the best scientific knowledge is leading to increasing inve—
stments in research. The information needed for today’s decisions on ma-
rine resource management requires access to large amounts of continuously
accumulating data and information. Because research is costly in terms of
laboratories, ships, and equipment, it is advantageous to use informatien
that is already available.

The quantity of published information available now puts a knowledge
of everything that is available beyond even the best minds., This fact has
led to the development of information centres and systems,

In the field of marine resources and the marinc environment the Aquatic
Sciences and Fisheries Information System (ASFIS) was developed to serve
the goal of global access to informativn through the cooperation of many
organizations. ASFIS is jointly sponsored by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAQ), the Intergovernmental Oceano-
graphic Commission of Unesco (IQOC), and the United Nations Office for
Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea. Numerous counlries participate in
the work of ASFIS and share in the benefits of its products and services.

One of the most active of these participating countries is China,which
joined ASFIS in 1985. The Institute of Marine Scientific and Technological
Information (IMSTI) accepted the considerable responsibility of seeing that
abstracts of scientific papers published in Chinese journals and reportsare
made available for ASFIS. This means that about 1000 out of 30000 abs-
tracts each year represent the work of Chinese authors, This information
becomes more widely known throughout the world through ASFIS.

Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA) is the best known
product of ASFIS. ASFA has published over 300000 abstracts since 1971.
Beginning in 1978 ASFA became available for computer searching. There
are now two ways to use AFSA in computerized form. ASFA is available
through a number of online information retrieval systems. Users of these gain
access to ASFA by connecting their terminals to a central computer system
through a telecommunication system. Since the mid-1980s it has also been
possible to use ASFA through compact optical laser disk systems attached



to a microcomputer.

Although using ASFA is not difficult for experienced users, it isimpo-
rtant to learn about ASFA in order to gain the most beneflits from it. These
benefits are of two types;

- achieving broad dissemination of the information published by one’s own
scientific programme
- find needed information quickly.

The sponsors of ASFIS have tried to facilitate the process of learning
about ASFA by publishing a series of reference publications. These cover
such topics as how to prepare abstracts, how to do indexing, and how to
use the computer-searchable database. All of the publications in the ASFIS
Reference Series are available in English.

Although English is the most widely used language of science throughout
the world, the sponsors of ASFIS realize that large numbers of scientists
and engineers would find it easier to learn about ASFIS if the references
publications are available in their own language. Thusthe sponsor agencies
were pleased at the initiative of IMSTI in proposing to produce this ASFIS
Database Indexing and User Guide in Chinese. FAQ has provided partial
support for printing the Guide. We sincerely hope that the Guide will help
to make it easier for the thousands of scientists and engincers whose primary

language is Chinese to use ASFA.

M//? AL e

Robert R. Freeman

Chief, Fishery Information,
Data and Statistics Service
FAO, Rome, 12 March 1980
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